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TO THE 


| IF” ſer the Faith of Chriſt Afſaulted and 4*- 

tack'd; not only, (as when it firſt ſet out, ) 

by Open Adverſaries and Profeſſed Infi- 

dels; But by ſuch as Lurk within the Church, and 

paſs under the Chriftian Name ; is enough to raiſe 

every Believer's Indignation , that wou:d not be a 
Traytor to his own Profeſſed Relizion. 

*And for my Appearing as [ do, as this time, I 
may ask all that know the Puablick, and thoſe violent 
Efforts which have been made by a Party among us, 
who are no true Friends to 8. Paul's Dofrine , as 
David did Eliab, 1 Sam. 17.19. What have T1 
now done 2 Is there not a Caule ? 

Indeed the Cauſe which I take upon me here to 
maintain, as it deſerves, ſo it has, many much bet- 
ter Champions. But yet, I hope, it may receive 
#0 Detriment from my Concern in it : When it ſha 
appear, That one of ſuch (mall Accompliſhments has 
yet ſo much to ſay for it. And truly that which is 
of God needs little of Man ; Where holy Scripture 
ſhall but be heard. But whoever they be, that car 
make light of what is ſpoken by the Lord; are not 
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like to Regard what is faid by the beſt Chriſtian, or 
by the greateſt Scholar in the World. No, The 
lofty Opinion which they have of their own Suffict» 
ency, makes 'em ſo Aſſuming 3 to Didate, as Ora» 
cles .Injallible, to all the World; yea and to Model 
all the Word of God ; and Teach men more by a few 
Words, in Seven Minutes, than any one that La- 
bours in the Word and Defrine, ſhall do in Seven 
Years. Alas, we Darken the matter : But they 
make it Plain:: Plain indeed, That they would Ex- 
plain the Faith of our Lord, quite out of the 
Church, and out of .the World. Though they wilt 
not - ſuffer us to Recede a tittle from the Expreſs 
Words of Scripture ; when 'tis their Fleaſure : Tet 
let us but offer to hold them ſo w it ; And then, *'Tis 
woue of God's Word, but only our Senſe : And 
what reaſon» have they to be Determin'd by that ? 
T heir own Reaſcn, as the Candle of the Lord, they 
are ready to fall down and Adore. Not remembring, 
That -ftill *tis but a Candle; And ſo Diminiſh d 
fence the Fall, as to Dwindle iu the Socket. And all 
the Candles upou earth muſt never offer to Vye with 
the Sun in the Heavens : Nor can they with ail 
their Light united together, ever make ſuch a Day, 
as be alone does make. Tet will they not give the 
Father of Lights leava to Reveal any thing , but 
what their Reafon can Fathom, and'graſp, and ea- 
fily deal with. + And if they abide. ſtill peremptory 
_ 'by it, That what's above our Reaſon to Concerve, is 
above our Faith to Believe : ( Keeping ſtriftly Te- 
pacious of that Maxim, ) they muſt turn ſuch Scep- | 
gicks, as to Disbelieve, not only the Infinite, TO 
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nal Beirig of God; But the very Frame and Union 
of their own Souls and Bodies ; and a hundred [n= 
comprehenſibles i» common Nature , juſt before 
'em'; which will ſo Baffle 'em, That they ſhall newer 
be able to Reſolve Nicodemus's Queſtion, How 
can-theſe things be ? 

T hough it's true, Men are not to pull oat their 
own Eyes, becauſe theſe cannot ſee quite within the 
Heavens ; Nor Renounce their Underſtanding, be- 
cauſe it is not Infinite, to parallel his that gave it. 
For Reaſon in its own Sphere, is an excellent Guide : 
and as far as it Demonſtrates, we 'may be Certain. 
But then there are Demonſtrations of the Spirit, as 
well 'as of Reaſon : And I hope, *Thoſe ſhall be al- 
lowed Superior to Theſe, For though the Spirit of 4 
man knows the things of a Man: Tet the things of 
God knows no man, but the Spirit of God. x Cor, 
2.11. But even theſe things, ſome notwithſtand- 
ing, would be thouzht as able to Mailer, as any 
thing elſe. And where they are Above them; Even 
for that Reaſon, they'll take leave to RejeRt 'em:. 
Nor think it encugh to paſs by 'em; But they muſt 
alſo caſt their Scotts at 'em : and Blunder on ſtill, 
even as much as that Ruler of the Jews did ; Joh. 3: 
concerning Regeneration, and the other Dofrines of 
Faith, thereon dependant. | 

But what Chriſtians indeed can they be this while, 
that were never Born of the Spirit of Chriſt@Nor 
by that Spirit and Faith conjoined to the glorioas 
Head of Chriſtians 2 Tea what part are they like to 
have in Regeneration, or in Chriſt himſelf ; that 
ſeem neither to know nor to care, Whether there be 
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any Holy Ghoſt ; by whom alone they can be ſo Re- 
 newed and United And inſtead of Secking to Par- 
take of him, are readier to do Deſpight .1o him 2 
And how can we ever believe them to be Led by that 
Spirit, which they have the Foreheads to Mock and 
Blaſpheme? Let them pretend to be never ſo Good ; 
T cannot admire the Goodneſs of thoſe men, that 
are for Tearing up the very Roots, upon which all 
true Goodneſs ſhould grow, Rather do T admire 
their Confidence, to pretend either to Goodneſs; or 
to the Chriſtian Name ; who ſet ſo Light by that 
| Bleſſed Spirit, which makes all the true Chriſtians 
that are in the World, 

How allowable ſoever it might be for Heathens, 
who knew no better, To ſet up Natural Ligbt 
above all : Tet when ſuch as have the Bleſſed Goſpel, - 
cannot forbeay to Burleſque and Expound it even all 
away : They may look for the heavier Sentence from 
him, with whom they make ſo Bold. When one of 
his great Indiftments now againſt the World, i of 
Sin ; Becauſe they Believe not in him. Foh. 16. 19. 
Though this they may not think fit to reckon among 
their Sins: Tet is it, indeed, the great Leading- 
Sin; that threatens them with a dreadful Doom ; 
Tf they do not mend their Creed, as well as their 
Morals 3 and make better Friends with the Son of _ 
God; and acknowledge his Deity, and beg his 
Mergy ; and look to be Pardoned and Saved by his 
Merits. But O how far are they from this , whoſe 
Confidence of their own Opinion riſes ſo high, as even 
to give Defiance to all that dare but make any que= 
ſtion of it, Whether they may not be Deceived as 
| 'Tis 


(v) 
Tis true, They had a Noble Maſter bere in Eng» 
land, for one of their Founders ; Whoſe Writings 
we know : And ſome of his Dying-words to his 
Children, ( 1 have heard, ) were to the ſame tune : 
Saying, © They talk of Truſting in Chrift for Saf 
& vation: But I would have you to be Virtuous ; 
* and Truſt to your Virtue , to make you Happy. 
Tet after the little Brokers and Well-willers here 
tothe Cauſe, have been fetching from their FaCtors 
beyond Seas ; and alſo drawing from the Stock of 
this learned Deiſt at home ; Notwithſtanding all the 
Helps they have, and all the Pains they take ; Ne- 
wer are they like to find a quiet Trade, and. good 
Sacceſs ; As long as the Goſpel lies but open, and 
ſo Clear againſt them : Unleſs we ſhould put ſuch an 
. tnreaſenable Value on their Reaſonings 3 as to 
hearken to them, more than to our Lord himſelf, 
and all his own Inſpired Meſſengers. - 

Such as ſet up their New Fangles, in/tcad of the 
Faith once deliver'd to the Saints ; and not only 
Vilify, but even Nullify the Grace of Faith; and 
while they make ſuch a Scorn of others ay items; 
and pretend to give us a Pandett of the Chriſtian 
DoQrine : Either quite leave out Faith,' as an In- 
gredient of little or ng ſe: Or if they cannat for 
ſhame omit the Mention of that, which the Goſpel 
all along ſo much Inculcates ; yet ſpeak of i , ſo 
Sparingly or Triflingly, as if 'twere Needleſs zo 
Infiſt upon it ; and we might ev'n do agrell without 
it : Or call that the Juſtifying Faith, and a Faith 
ar much as is Needful for any, to make them Chri- 


i{luans, which is indeed a Believing no more than the 
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Devils do; No mote than any Hyprerites, Unrege- 


nerate perſons, and Impenitent fimuers may Believe, 
viz, That Jeſus of Nazareth is the Meſffiah. ( 4 
Stingy, Hide-bound Faith ; by which they ſhall not 
be oblig'd to Believe, either his Incarnation or Sa- 
tisfaction : Nor ſo to Degrade themſelves, as to 
put all their Truſt in him; and to look for their 
whole Satvation from him. ) And when they take 
upon 'em, to Enumerate all the Benefits we have by 
our BleſſeA Saviour ; Speak not a word of his Me- 
rit, or Redemption through his Blood : No, but 
rather deny his Death to bein the Room and Stead 
of Sinners; and Depend not on the Blood of God, 
t0- make. their Peace, and Reconcjle all things to 
Himſelf : And while they are ſuch buſy men, to 
Ruin their own and others Comfort and Salvation, 
would be thought yer the Only Chriſtians : Our 
Church ( Hom. of Salv. ) wif! not allow 'em to be 
fo much as Chriſtians at all, When it tells us, 
[{ That this Faith in the Merits of Chriſt's preci- 
ous Blood, as the true Cauſe of Juſtification, the 
holy Scriprure teacheth us: This is the ſtrong 
Rock and Foundation of the Chriſtian Religion. 
This dodArine advances and fets: forth the true 
Glory of Chriſt, and beats down the Vain- 


glory of Man. And this whoever denies it, is | 


not to be accounted a Chriſtian man. ] There- 
fore what a late Writer would intimate, That the 
 Remonſtrant Party is ſuppoſed to be the Greateſt 
part of the Charch of England, and a Semi-Pela- 
gianiſmm ow the common Mode : I will ſuppoſe to be 
_aGreat Slander; Becauſe I cannot think the _ 
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Body of our Clergy to be guilty of ſuch Prevaric- 
tion aud mere Sham; To Subſcribe, and ſignify 
their Conſent to Articles and Homilies, as Sound 
and Wholſome Doftrine ; which they Believe in 
their hearts to be Falſe and Rotten. 

Tet am I ſenfible, That ſome things which T here 
plead for, againſt the common Enemies, offenſroe to 
our Church , will alſo grind upon other perſons 
within it ; whoſe Learning and Worth in themſelves, 
as well as their Station and the Dignity of their 
Places, I cannot but Honour. And this Significa- 
tion of my Diſſent from them , is ſo far from gra- 
tifying any humour of Contradition in me ; that 
I find it really pain and grief to me. But where 
we ſee ſo Darkly, and Know but in Part; Miſtakes 
are no "more than what may be expetted on either 
fide. And whether they on the contrary part, or 7 
be in the right, all Readers will take their Liberty 
ro Judge, as ſhall appear beſt t6 themſelves. How- 
ever I Believe; and therefore have 7 Spoken, the 
very Senſe of my Soul : and not Haſtily, upon firſt 
Thinking of the matter : But as the Reſult of long 
Search, and deep Conſideration, and much Troubie 
and Diligence, to Compare and Weigh what's (aid 
on both parts, And now I ſee my Obligation, in 
ſo good a Cauſe, wherein IT have had ſo Near and 
great a Concern, To Teſtify the Goſpel of the 
Grace of God. As the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Aﬀts 20. 24. 
and to break Silence with the Plalmiſt, 71. P/al. 
15, 16. My mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy Righte- 
ouſneſs, and thy Salvation all the day : For I 
know not the numbers thereof. I will go in the 
Strength 


*XE ©... # 
Strength of the Lord God, I will make mention 
of thy Righteouſneſs, even of thine only, 

I muſt confeſs, That when jirſt I [et out for a 
Preacher, 1 did appear, ( after the then Mode of a 
prevailing Party, ) a Stickler for Pelagius: 4nd 
what 1 wanted in Skill, I made up in bitter Zeal, 
againſt all that aſſerted and atluanc'd the \ Faith, 
which then I was for Running down ; And that not 
only as empty of Truth, but full of Abſurdity, 
And though I ſaw Scriptures, and Articles , aud 
Homilies, all landing in my way : Tet being new- 
ly c:me from the Fountain of Learning, and obſers 
wving which way the Stream ran there; and under 
what extreme Odium was every thing that heard 
Calviniſtical ; -( Though never ſo much the expreſs 
Dedrine of the Church of England ; ) And know- 
ing what great Names / had then, to Credit and 
Strengthen my Cauſe ; and proud alſo of ſome Ar- 
guments, wherewith 1 thought my ſelf able to De» 
fend it : Thus. I drove on for a while, in my new 
Province : Till it pleasd the gracious God, ( who 
knew what need Þ bad to be Humbled, ) in the midſt 
of perfett Health , and all the Favour of men, 
and Proſperity of the World, to throw me down un- 
der great and fore Troubles of mind, and Doubt- 
ings of my State, and Dread of his Wrath : Where 
for a long while I lay, refufing to be Comforted : 
Tet all that time, not intermitting the Work of my 
Place : But was rather more Concern'd and Sedulius 
init : and ( I thought, ) more aſſiſted and fitted 
for it, than ever before. Aid in that School of 
ſharp Diſcipline, did 7 learn of my Beavenly 
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Teacher, the Doftrine of Faith ; which ever fence 
T have made Conſcience to maintain with all my 
ſtrength. And as I dare not, ( upon any Tempta- 
tion whatſoever, ) offer to Oppoſe it my ſelf : So it 
touches me in the moſt Senfible part , to hear any 
Contempt fignified againſt it by others. - For there 
I take the Old Man to be up, Se Defendendo : 
And [ cannot but look upon the Pelagian Sentiment, 
( in the point I oppoſe, ( gs the very Dittate of cor- 
rupt Nature 3 and every Unconverted man, more 
or leſs, to be Leavened with it. So des it claw 
Fallen many, with a good Opinion of himſelf; To 
make him believe, either that he needs no Conver-= 
fron ; Or that he is man Sufficient, to do all belong- 
ing to it at bis own Pleaſure. And though I dare 
not afirm every Arminian to be Unconvertedt'; 
( No, 1amwilling to hope better of many : yea and 
where I ſee Fruits of Holineſs in any, 7 will con- 
clade , That there is the Root of the matter; 
However his Opinion and mine, in ſome things Con- 
rroverted, may differ: ) Tet mnſt 1 needs declare 
my very great Wonder, That any man in the World, 
who has ever known the Grace of God in truth, 
ſhould not be filled with the higheſt 4dmiration of 

* that Grace ; and inſtead of offering to Diſſemble and 

. Cloud zt, ſhould not rather be moſt Free and For- 
ward to Aſcribe all toit ; and ſee how Little or in- 
deed Nothing it is, that a man Contributes to Tarn 

the Scale, and make himſelf to Difter. Whenas 

the Gracious God looks upon us in our Blood, to bid 

«s Live: 7ea Quickens us, even when Dead 7n 

Treſpaſſes and Sins, And, till he, came _ an 
, YET* 
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Over-ruling Impetus «pon me ;. / know too well, 
that all my own Power, was only to Withſtand the 
Work : And it would never have been done, if it 
had not been the Lord's own Doing, Herein then 
my own Experience makes me heartily Subſcribe to 


the Tenth Art. of Free Will. | That the condi- | 


tion of man after the Fall of : 4dam 1s ſuch, He 
cannot Turn and prepare himſelt, by his own 
natural Strength and-Ggod works, to Faith and 
Calling upon God : ,And that we have no Power 
todo Good works, pleaſant and acceptable to 


. God; without the Grace of God preventing us, | 


that we may have 2 good Will; and Workivg 
with us, when we have that Good Will. ] + - 

Now if in ſticking ſo cloſe to the Articles and 
Homilies of the Church ; ( which [am ſure I do; 
as 1 really believe I alſo do to the Goſpel of our 
Lord; ) 1 muſt be fain to Diſſent from ſome Fathers 
and Sons of the Church : (Tet is it no» ſmall Relief 
to me, That IT have with me, not only all the Reform- 
ed Churches abroad; But ( as far as I can learn,.) 
all the beſt Biſhops, and the greateſt Worthies, that 
ever Prefided over this Church, for Zealous Des 
fenders of this Faith. So that if I labour under 


Miſtakes about the matter whereof 1 Treat : ( as I's 


know who will think I do: T have the good Hap to 
be Miſtaken with. the Greateſt and Beſt Company in 
the World. *Tis warthy to be obſerved, what the 
Archbiſhop's Chaplain, a? the beginning of the 
Century now revolving, ſays in his. Preface to the 
A-ticles, The Church of England is not in Reli- 
gion Changed, or Variable like the Moon, nor 
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afftets Noveky or New Leſſons : But holds ſted- 
faltly and Conſcionably that Truth, which by 
the Martyrs and other Miniſters io this laſt Age 
of the World, has been Reſtored to this Ring- 
dom, and.is grounded upon God's written Word, 
the only Foundation of our Faith. Ayd indeed 
the Oppoſite Dottrine durſt ſcarce peep out here fince 
the Reformation : Till in the Reign of F..Charles I. 
it began to (hew its Head with ſome Aſſurance : And 
in the Reign of K, Charles II. it grew more Ram- 
pant, As not only the Court, but Academic Mode ; 
and the almoſt only way then of Preferment; For 
Preachers and Writers to inveigh againſt the Do» 


(rine of the Articles, which they had ſolemnly Ac« 


knowledged, all and every one, agreeable to the 
Word of God ; and ſcarce endure ſo much as the 
Title, to have 'em Cal'd Articles of Religion: As 
knowing the Religion to Fe C hang'd, fince the Arti- 
cles were made. And they might alſo know, the 
Sentence of Excommunication to belong to them ; 
according to the Fifth Canon ; as Impugnators of 
any of the Thirty nine Articles, Eftabliſh'd in 
the Church of Erg/and. But where [cannot hope 
to Convince ſuch as theſe ; Nor pretend to Inſtruft 
any Rabbies of the Age: 1 intend this plain Diſ- 
courſe for the ſake of thoſe Unlearned, who need, 
as much as any elſe, to be Eſtabliſhed : Tet mgy be 
rather Shaken and Diſheartned , than Fdifed or 
Setled, by the contrary Doftrine, wented under 
ſeme Big, Names ; and Backt with ſome Plauſible 
Allegations. But of theſe Teachers, I ſhall not 
juake bold to ſpeak the hard things whichſome _— 
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do; nor here offer them any Reprimand ; Byt only to 
mind them a little to Confider, How the Right Re- 
verend Biſhop Hall, (whoſe name and memory leaves 

ſo ſweet a Savour to all good men, Capitulates 
with Arminius, upon his Upſtart Dofrine ; ( 7.Ep. 
6. Decad.) If it be Truth thou AﬀeReſt, What 
alone > Could never any Eyes, till Thine, be 
bleſs'd with this Obje&t 2 Where has that Sacred 
Verity hid her ſelf thus long, from all her care- 
ful Inquiſitors ; That ſhe now firſt ſhews her head 
to thee Unſought? Has the Goſpel ſhin'd thus 
Long and vrig t, and left ſome Corners unſeen 2 

Away with all New Truths : Fair and Plauſible 
they may be, Sound they cannot. Some may 
Admire thee for them ; None ſhall Bleſs thee. 

Theſe [ Some, ] may agree with the Church, 

Art. 11. To think it 4 Dottrine fall of Comfort, 
indeed, That we are Juſtified by Faith only. But 
to Believe it alſo a moſt Wholſome Dofrine, There 
they leave her. Unleſs they can fetch themſelves * 
with that New Notion of Faith, ( they ſeem ſo Fond 

of, aud ſo Hot upon ;) which helps to Etabliſh Ju 

Rification by Works ; even at the ſame time, as they 

profeſs the Doftrine of the Church, That it is only by 

Faith. And how ts this, but by the fine Equivoca- 

tion of making Faith and Works to be all One; 

Andtaking Faith only for Faithfulne(s, on fincere 

Obedience 2 Nay acertain Clergyman ( of ftrange 

Confidence, and ſeeming Tonorance of his own 

Church*s Dofrine, ) in aFolio Dedicated to his Me- 

tropolitan, ( inthe late X. Charles's Reign, ) De- 

fines the Juſtifying Faith, which $. Paul ſpeaks ſo 


much 
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( xiit ) 
much of, to be nothing But the Ohriſtian Religion : 
And Juſtification by Faith, nothing but an Adhering 
to, and Practice of, Chriſtian Religion. And 
this be tounts not enough yet, but ſoon after adds, 
That the Law of Faith demands much more, than 
- the Law of Works did. ( Beſtowing a great deal of 
Railing and Scoffing upon all that are tontrary mind- 
ed.) And after him, a Greater man , and much 
more Wiſe and Modeſt, yet calls this Faith, Our 
Obſervation of the Las of Chriſt. And rhe en- 
tire Condition of the New Covenant ; Compre- 
 hendiog all the duty which it requires. And this 
ſeems to be the Prevailing Notion among all the 
Writers of that new Stamp. | 
Nowdo I Bleſs God for the Scriptures, and parti- 
cularly S. Paul's Epiſtles : from which T can eafily 
gather up a Satiif\ing Notion of Jaſtifying Faith : 
When theſe men, methinks lead as intoa Wood as 
if they had a mind only to Darken a Plain matter, 
and Amuſe and Loſe the Reader. And while they 
Confound Faith with Works, and make no difference 
between Believing and Obeying ; what do they but 
- take away all diſtintion between the Cauſe and the 
Effet? And may as well tell us, That the Sun in 
the Firmament, and the Fruits upon the Groand are 
one and the ſame : Or that a man's natural Life, ant 
all the AQtions produced by that Life, are the ſame. 
For Faith works by Love; and is fhew'd by good 
Works; As the Sun helps to produce Fruits, and the 
Life to perform Ations. Tt does indeed virtually 
mnclude Obedience, and is the Principle of it. But 
yet 1 cannot call it the very Obedience it ſelf. For 
| Eſſence 
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Eſſence aud: Prope ties flill uſe to have a_diftin® | 
.confideration : Though the truth of that may better 


ibe known, | by the Workings of theſe : Tet ſtill, *Tis 


one thing, What. the true Juſtiſying Faith is; and © 
another thing, What it does Effet, where it is. 
:Now ſome that take pains to prove, That to be no _ 
true Faith, which works. not a Holy Life, do only © 
ef you, What Faith is not: Toguard it from the 
Abuſles. of: rade- Pretenders : But they ſay nothing 
at. all, What it is, to the. Eſtabliſhment of any 
true Believers: As long as they Conceal or Deny, 
Faith to be the Soul's Relying and Truſting os the 
Merits and Satisfattion of Chriſt.Jeſus for Pardon 
and Salvation : Nay while they hold you in hand, 
( by the Drift of - all their Diſcourſes on Faith, } 
That 'Right Believing is nothing elſe but Holy Li- 
ving ; and that no Faith; but Evangelical Obedi- 
ence, or a Godly, Righteous and Sober Converſati- 
on, ( which we grant, is the neceſſary way of Sal- | 
vation ;\ and a SuperſtruQture that muſt be built up- 
on Faith's Foundation : That nothing elſe ) will - 
ever avail to: Juſtification, #. e, ( diretly oppoſite . 
to the Apoſtle, ). That we are Juftified by Works, 
and not by Faith. And here their Aſſurance and 
4 rews.t0 ſuch a height ; that they ſeem 
to carry all before 'em. And had we not better Au- 
thority and Rronger Conviftion, wherewith to Con- 
front their words and Reaſonings, We mhſt- even 
give up the Cauſe ; and Own our Silly Miſtake. But 
when we come to Conſult Scriptures ; the Unani- 
mous Confeſſtons of the Reformed ; the poſitive. De» 


terminations of our own Qhurch ; the C Wb 


pleas d recall ſh, 
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of the Belt men; and the 'Experiences of al true 
Believers i= the World; Then we cannot but fland 
amazed at the Audacity of ſome Church-men; aud 
Proteftant Writers, That they ſhould: ſo coxrſely uſe 
their own Church ; and fs fiercely let firat- the: 
Proteſtant Religion. And from ſuch 7 ſhall not'be 
much ſtartled to bear Antinomian: which. 7 know 
they can throw, as a hard word, at the beads of 
fome that leaſt deſerve it. When really the mad rage 
is at another thing, that ſoandls like it, | Anti-Ar- 
minianiſm-:] This is meant 3 Though leſs nam'd'; 

becauſe the other ſounds more Tavidious. | 
But indeed, They that make Believing ſafgeif- 
cant ; where there is but the Probity of Living, 
thus ſtand ready to Survender the great Articles of 
our Faith, to'any Jews, Turks Ph, Infidels: Pro 
vided they lead but a-Good Life ; or what they are 
And then Tully and Seneca iwey 
do eun as well as $. Peter and $:- Paul: Ard we 
muſt not regard our Lord Jeſus, when he is ſo poſi» 
tive, Joh. 8. 24. If ye Believe not that lame, 
you ſhall dye in your Sins. 7 will not ſay, They 
would” bring us. back from\Chriſt to Moſes agazr * 
For indeed it is fromChwiſt and Moſes both. tothe 
old Pagans; that had bur the Light of Natare : 
which theſe now ſo cry up, and Magnify aboue the 
Law and the Goſpel tov. And at the ſame tine, 
How do they Run down the Dattrine of our Church 2 
Which teaches us, ( Art. 18. ) They are to be 
had Accurſed, who preſume to ſay, That every 
man ſhall be Saved, by the mw or Set which 
he prolefſeth ; So that he be diligent: to Tn 
2 1S 
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his Lifeaccording to that Law, and the Light of, 

Bat thong 7 grant C ail in He following DIP. 
'ronrſe'; ſhall make "appear , \to' all. Abiſers of our'"* 
DoArine;") 'That . any, Pretences 'to' Good, Faith, * 
without Good. Life ;. are *a. dangerous Cheat, and: * 
ſeandaboas'Hypocrily : Jer "we muſt not therefore 
Jamble- and Cofound:the. Nature and DiſtinCion: * 
of \things, to make. Credenda and Agenda Terms * 
 Syhonimoys : Nor. dare to give God the Lye, in 
refufing to Believe. the Record which hethas grven of © 
his Son. 1 John V. 10,12. That he has-given to *© 
vs Eternal Life:. and this Life is-in his Son. - Tho * 
we-might pretend to'Live as well, without that Be-. 
lief-: Tet ftill muſt'me Abide by what is Written ; | 
and throw all our Faith and Religion upon the Holy 
Scripture-Revelation. And whoever Deride ſach 
Credulity : we. ſhall at.laſt find that to be the beſt> 
grounded Religion When "tis not, What this man 
fays, or what the.t other Magiſterially.lays down; 
But what the Lord ſays, -and How he has Determi- ' 
ned;. Towhich we miſt ſtand, And by which we muſt 
be Doom'd: And therefore ſhould not ſuffer our 
ſelves to be carried about with every. Wind of Do- 
Qtrine 3 As this or that- proud Wanton Opinioniſt 

atizes .or Diflates: Nor Jet all the World | 

ever nhinge or Shake us out of that, which we find 
plainly Fixt and . Setled in. the GolpeTF of Truth. 
No 3 Even he that was for. becoming all. things to 
all men, rhaz he might Gain. ſome-z- yet would | 
not Heal and Accolllnodate between Chriſt and Be- 
lial. : And" however, in Leſſer matters, as 70 

| £1 Rites” 


s - — 
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Rites and, Ceremonies, . and. ſuch things Tadifferent, 
as ftrike. not at the Faith'of the:Goſpel,)) we'muf 
not be Stiff aud Pugnacious : ut. bear one andther's 
Burdens, and Forbear. one another in; Love :\Tet 
when the Fouridatians are Uattermin di. onrwhich 
tbe Church it ſelf, and all-our Hopes and Hapfine(s 
are built 5, We cannot think fit\then to be ſeeking the 
Commendation of .Mild and. Gentle ;. Fir gfuing of 
to ſuch Sapplanters of the Goſpel, that which ſc! 
; be Dearer-to-us all than our Lies, + Fit Eafinels 
1 there will not Become. «53 where Faithfulnels inf 
nitely .Behoves-#s. Na; Mer muſt not, for: what 
they call. good, Humour, Nor out of Cont lementto 
every. Pretender,. Renounce tbe Faith of Cheriſh, 
nor Dye in our-Sins.. For if weloſethe.Fatthy"7t's 
doubt we ſhall. Loſe ſomewhat elſe'along with H\c aand 
Good Conſcience'will go after it; : Nay, the-4poſpte 
tells us, 1 Tim. 1. 19. 7his is thrown Qverboard, 
1* before the other is Shipwrack'd.,” + 4 1h nl 
And "twere, well, If they that exclaim ſd:muck. 
of others Looſe Tenents, had: a little mare Hdumi: 
lity and Patience, to Examine their own.» For- 
they are not ever accounted moſt Honehh, that call 
by the Hard Name firſk. Nor are the violent Pleas 
ders for Halineſs,always found the moſt HalyPerſons. 
They doindeed , but the more Awaken Suſpicion ; 
when their own Mouths ſo much Extol. themſelves. 
But for ll their boaſted Ingenuity and: Probity 3. 
Let them be never ſo Righteous and Good; { Inſtead 
of Envying, we wiſh they were ſtill more ſ:) Tet 
are we not to be Awed by the Learning of one , 
nor by the Confidence of another, no, nor by the: 
(a2) ſeem- 


( xvii ) 
Jeeming "Honeſty wf- a Third: When in the great 
matrers of Salvation, We fee, how Learned men 
may be 21 the Dar; - 4nd Confitent men fPame- 
fully out; yea and Goodman wider fon! Miftakes. 
Butwe areſure, That God's Word can never Miſ- 
guide as. And if ' we come there but Honeftly and 
Adumbly,” To learn his Wil, and -our Daty; We 
may reft-afſur'd, That-we fhatl not. Err imany Need: 
ful point., to our Undoing. And though we muſt 
wot expett now tobe above all Ignorance and Miſap- 
prebenfions+ yet thus ſhall we be Secure from all 
Damming Errors, and Deſtroying Deluſions. And 
that is.g Satisfaftion, as much as we can bope to at- 
tain in this Life : Wherein alſo we may Acquiejce, 
as Sufficient for our preſent State : and not covet to 
be wiſe, - above what's written ; Nor think to be 
Righteous Overmuch 3' or to be Jultified by a Righ- 
teouſneſs, beyond what the Foly Sctipture deelares 
Neceſſary to. our Juſtification : i. e. The Righteouſ? 
weſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , apprebended and 
Applied 'by our Faith. Which 1 think, 1 have 
reaſon #o-call a Better Righteouſneſs than our Own. 
And they that do not ſee any Reaſon or Need that 
they bave to Look after it, and Rely upon it, Tam” 
forry for *em - And \('in a way further than them: 
{elvex ſeem to defire,) 1 pray the Lord to have 
Mercy upon em. | 
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Ur ON 
ROM... 5. 
For they being Tenorant of God's Rugheenſs 


| -neſs, and going abgie to'Eſtabliſh their-own'” 
Righteoufnefs", Pave 'tiot Submitted theme. p 
ſide to the Righreouſneſs of. God: 


£ H E grand Enquiry , that mot 
= of all concerns ;cyery. Sinful 
man, is How he ſhall come.off, 
TP and obtain Peace .and Acc 
SES nee, with the Holy, Offended 
Thou 1h Secure . Sinners 
wt Hades not their heads_abour 
| =P marters,; But. ſeem to. be/ in more care, 
| w they, all keep Conſcience. Alerp than 
| what they ſhall, 4»ſwer, when: brought. into 
Tydgment r they take up with ſome Random 
$ Hopes of the Divine Mercy wichour conſulring 


x Submiſlion to the 
the Divine Revelation, to inform rhemſelyes u 
on what, Terms that Mercy will 'be Dilpeniſed: 
ocver 1s not Stup! Lin, 

but Awaken'd and Conſcious of his Guilt ; muſt 
needs have a Thoughtful Heart, Wherewithal to 
Appear before the Lord-z What to Plead, and 
how to Bear up, at the Righteous, Tribungl of 

| the ego Erol. i. þ p &; hb 
SE not to turn "the Head” inocher way ; or 
put the Evil day fay- fram «s.5. Tis notto Hide in 
the 7hickets of Worldly Concerhs and Fruitions : 
Much leſs, to go. and indulge zo vain Pleaſure, 
and ger into Jolly Company ; and rherc think 
ro Eat and Drink, and-Sporr and Rant it away. 
hiord, Whar- wick is this for rho Afli-- 
9-Canſcience of a: Singer? Lhe ponkmipeined 

il is not. £, to. be; till dvich. "dls Div 

But when, the great 7rtal is yet to com one: 
How. co 25 Care i IS, Nhat Defence ro make; and 


Eſcape ? 

- hat R; is hteonfueftis Needful for the purpoſe, 
I rake-- It 'be agreed, Bur whay: : 
neſs wilt ferve the rurn, and which Sore we had. 
bet Truſt to; The-ſeveral Pretendays: to Righre»- 
ouſaek cannot'{> caſily hit it off. Now qae of 
the beſt Tenchers,/ from whom we may” learn 
the cengdiry Frith; PI think [ have here fix'd ups . 
on" S. Pat, 'who fo ftudion Dilcuſſes this 
Poine ; 20dto the good SatisfaGtiorx of alt, bur 
his Natural man ; with whomir. ſtigks. ſo hard, 
he cannor Swallow that dodcine of Fairh, upon - 
| "ev re Colper -of oug Lord hangs ſo much, - 


as 


1 


his. Name: - The 


ou 


' Kighteontmeſs of God, 3 


as even the whole of our 7ine'w:the Kingdorti 

of Heaven: Nay, he- apptauds- bimfelf mm it, 

Thar fuch Canes will not'down with hint; "y 

thar Jeſus is the only dog. ap or of God; 

we Bowker = og tr 
he underflands well enough: Bur rhis Rightwoul: 
nefs of Faith; he Khows _ —— ro-make- of: 

Noe wil wat be'perfu o go" out" of 

Fiimfelf , "ep ds which he 

counts br mich elow hiavs and ſuch 4 _—_ 

and Condeſcediion ; 4 he cannot away 

Ard of the very ſame Temper and Sao, 

oven to this day, are waltitudes called 

ans, as welt as tlic Jens ;- whonl the 
nay cenſures ; They being Janerane of "GoiP's 
breonſueſs, Ke. —_-..7 

hew'd the mighty Concery that 'he hal 

for this People, his Coumtrey-men, ver. x. Bro- 

threw, my hearts defire and Prayer ts God for IF 
radl is, that they might be Saved. Their Satva- 

- re lay very near = Heart: And he was rag 
ſhould Mik it ; by raking the We 
building ll their Happmeſs upon Fic 6 

Bottom, is would never bear the Fabr#h; boe 

mrerly Fail *'em. Nay he ſecms' to make rhe 

faddeft Impreeation upon himiclf, for their fakes. 

Chap. 9. 3. 7 could wiſh thai y fel were Atour- 

on Chrift for my phe: nf try KInſmew at . 

6orring tO the ef Why, whar wn the rifatter 

with 'em ? where was the Danger, that fo 

Threatens cg Were-they fuch Wicked Lt 


vets, 


4 - Submiſſion to-the : 
yers; 4s to-be-notoriouſly guilty-of Scandalous 
Immorality 2 No, it ſhould ſeem the quite con- 
$rary-; That- they | were ſuch as. rook care of 
thei? Sous ; and- minded, and followed the Ser» 
' Sice of God. - For,-( ſaith he,. ver:nexr before, 
| &hear them Record, "that they have a Zeal. of 
[They are fot his Worſhip and Glory : - Nay, the 
Stickle for Obedience -to his-Law ; and. == 
good Intention, 'and+upright Conſcience, they 
4 ' Probity and Piety. And what-then would 
have' more?- Suppoſe, . they labour. under 
Miſtakes, and thoſe in Fundamental Points 
of }Faith ;:( as you. account 'em; ) Yer why 
.cannor you-letthemalone ;. When they be Sober, 
Honeſt, and Religious men; that Seck after God, 
and;haye a-Zeal: for. him? Yet this would nor 
Satisfy rhe Apoſtle : He could not think it yeg 
Enough: when he knew them ſo ro- Err in the 
_ Principle ; as was enough to ſer them out all 
the way: And that'they oppos'd the Honour of 
God, to the Sox of God; and oppos'd the 0þ- 
ſervation of the Law, to the Faith of Chriſt. 
. Whence T- ſhall rake up this Note by the 
way, Thar we ought to be Concern'd for our 
Friends and Neighbours, who lye under Dam- 
mable Errors ; Though they may be men of 
. Good Carriage, and commendable Converſation. 
( Howeyer, our gyggat care muſt be, To Con- 
. - vince and Reclaim the Yicious and Ungodly ; "ler 
-them-be never ſo Orthodox, and Sound in. their 
Opinions : . Becauſe the Right Thinking will ne- 
.yer "bring a man tro; Heayen,, - without, Zoely Lz- 
2737 VINg * 


Righteouſneſs of God. 5" 
wing:: But.'tis moſt evident, Thar Preſumptuogs 
Sinners, and Workers of Iniquity are mm- the 
Wide way. to Ruin ; Let them” Faxcy or Believe 
what they will: ) Yer if a. man'of Vertuous- 
Manxers, go to ſet up Pernicious Errors ; and 


plead for a Jewiſh or a Paganiſh Doctrine ; that” 


Reviles and deſtroys the Faith of Chrit + Here 
I am for reading that as an Interrogative ; 2 Cor." 
LI. 10. Could:ye well bear with him? Or an + 
xy ;. It's bravely done, to bear with ſuch a one! 
When we ought not to hear or ſuffer our Holy 
Faith, and Reljgion to be ſo Slurr d and Under-- 
min'd. For if the Foundations be deſtroy'd, what 
can the Righteous do? Pal. 11..3. How ſhall we 
Build our ſelves up in our moſt Go Faith ; when 
the-Bottom, on Which we ſhould lay the Super- 
ftrufture, is taken away 2 Now God's Vineyard. 
is not: only . Waſted by the Bogr our of the 
Wood ; and. deyoured by the W:ld Beaſt of the 
Ficld; Pſak; 80, 13. But the -Foxes, even "the 
little Foxes, Spoil the Vines." Cant. 2.15. The 
Sly Seducers , as;well as the Profligate Livers,' 
are miſchieyous.to the Church, and to the Goſ- 
pel and Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus. Yea'the' 
Subtile Foxes may do Ro vs ry the great 
Ravaging Brutes: Becauſe, (. tor their nant 
Pare xewdy Eloouiion, and plauſible Carers; ) 
Leſs Suſpetted ;: and Looking not only Honeſt , 
and Wel-meaning,, | but Good-and Praiſe-worthy. 
And be it the moſt Emirent man' upon Farth, 
Nay, an Avgel from Heaven; that preaches ano- 
ther Goſpel; -Our Apoſtle is fo far -from havicg 
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6  Sudmittion to'ths 
Tolerated ; that he him Warren 


ſeg: [Gu 8. Why, W at nced ſuch Heat and 
ebemenge If a man think he: can gain the 


{'y Fnd brine ; and obrain- Heaven'by 


Practice af-bis Fertng: as well as you by: 
exerciſe of your Faith ? Yea, he may count 
r9.do# it more Surely : Becauſe his Verrue is # 
Yo and Faith may proye bur a Faney. 
could.nor content the :; Bur he 

is. under 2 mighty Concern, to fer: men Right 

19 the Faith of Chriſt : Though they had 

{ for Gad, - And ſure then he chhnght this 

would never ſerve. the turn, withour tþat. Nay 

Fa he knew, by. Y Fxperienct in his own cafe, thar - 
would xt -For;beforc bis Converſion," he- 
could: By. The had lived in all ny: Gag 
hers before God AGM 23, 1. Nay; that as roueh-. 

& Righteauſneſs of 1he Law, 'he was Blame- 

Ih, Phil. 3..6.\ Nobody could" obje@t any thing 
-hum., far'a Wicked Liver. Why, What 


a Cory x2 Indeed according/to-the opinion of 
& Tee no nee of 'it ar alt." For he being 
_ 8 Moral/upright man, of a Victuous and Pious. 
Lilo; Ad had: aljeady 


was Lacking yet? And what Need of his | 


UKrahrroumens uf 'God. 7 
forthe Service of Gd, according vo his Undera 


ſtanding, © Bur ufrerwards, He i8 up.in the Bonghs, 
aad all for Revelations, and #43 and ine 
Spiricual Nocions, and win . Conctits3 
Med aedapabiey rad hm, ting bchi6, aps 


hiaſy 5. Whew he ralks. ſo\muol) of { the: 


Gadbe F...; The Myſtery v vf.G 
oY Myſt qr oay the Hope of The 
His ba. _— Expreſs tmage 0) his Fatbtr's 
Per The Rebrdft of the Godbeau in-bim 
| . The 'grvat Myſtery of Godllineſs, Goal My 
d int the" Fieſb\ The things of 'God, Revealed 
bbs Spirit. Gods i var” Hearts \, to.&hue 
the Light of the- nowledie ' of bis Glory, \in 2h# 


Face of Feſus Chriſt. The | riptires being able 
to make one Wiſe to Salvati Faith whach 
is in Chriſt Foſus:The-F 0:48 -Cht}f, 
before the "frendation of - the Whrld'; (nor. be> 
cauſe we-wete,,” bat) Mhur * we-ſiduld be; Htly } 
and without blame: before him tn" Love: Gnal's. $4 
ving ns, aud Calling - us withua holy Callinty ws 
according ro our Works ;- but- arr a oo 
Parpoſe and Grace, gfuce ns in wr $A 
the World began. The Righ 
the Law, by the Faith Rk oſs” 
rver d fromthe Law,' ro 


rho but Jeſu Chriſt. Rifimg Fa the Gal: that 
Chriſt may give us _ Filet in the Spirit 3 


Hs lh Fl an _ and 
NS Redafs, and Wi web es hn 
nd acc, ni the od Hoo the Heng ba 
| r7men”. <4 bus the Gift of God : No 
ge KP of th (ahem 
Snblime : No. nor our Solid.: þ hr eh 


[ as they would be e counted, ): thiok,. The man's 

Canverſion has: : and rurn'd 
the __ Scholar into an zTEGIOUS Bablbler 2 
Yea arc they not ready to ſay.to him, as Feſtus, 
when lie. gave. t —_—_— of his Converſion ; 
AQs'2.6. by: Fork Paul, they art Befide thy felf > Whats 
ever may theie': to: S. Paul; If 


Maar (with e arigry 43, call him 
rr and -Heretigh; or ge him = Hor 
& a* P hanazict:Such,. 1 am perſuade 
would: be their ſenſe.and Treatment of another ; 
end: ſo: bold: would they make with any elle, 


that ſpeaks in. his. Language. 
*.* Bur this won my himſelf was very 


Lhat\ 3 Phil. 7, 8, 9- What things were Gain to 
n;eleſ 1 counted Loſs for Chriſt... Tea doabtleſs, 
jus T'count all things but Loſs., for the extelency 
f the Kneuleſes 4 Sad Ts: my Lord: whey 

T7 - ons Yom 


4 
- 


Grace, Through Faith ; - 


' 


7 al being of theit mind, + And bow docs 
Tl he'\:Ap og -his>- 62. And: | how does 
he. iſe all his higheit- Actainmeats before 3 


for.'em;-and uſes his endeavours, 


jy Mo 


"+. 
whom I bave ſuſfe rates "har [mg ws Grit 
do - count them but 


e BY win. Chriſt; 
and be found in _ "Not hav 
ouſneſs,xwhich is of the Law. - Bat i ebat w 
through the. Faith of Chriſt ;- the ns 


which 4s ' of God by Faith. FES what his 
Eyes v-oA ( to ſee, He Ma i 


much to make all 'men' elſe, Underſtand, and 
Believe, .and Own; "And ſuch-as are yer, 
dark about it, He expreſſes his drronfr 


pains, to deceive em. Particularly in this her 
They being Jgnorans of God's fighneouſyeſe, Ge... 


s Ri breouſueſs here, What is it 2 *Tis.n0; 
Th wk Elential Reftitude; by which be. is a 
Righteous God: And þ ' which, infus'd into us, 
(according to Oftander's wild, Sentiment, nb 
makes us alſo" Eſſentially Pigtreous,. as himſc 
But 'ris either his /indifive Juſtice ; w 
he will take Vengeance on all Sinners, A 
under the Curſe' of 'the Law : If they make nox 
their uſe and Benefit of the Help and Remedy, 
which he has provideg. for 'em, in the Goſpel, 
Or 'tis the Righteouſneſs , which he requires 
of us, and works Jin us: Nor only all os ar pe 
Begularity , but- that Heart-Purity ty , 
Su Serficial Phariſees ſeem'd not ro RT 
_ therefore... plac'd yheir 'Rightcouſneſs - 1a 
much , ( if not. all, ), in Rzres. and. Forms... Of 
rather, God's Righteouſneſs here, is the Righs» 
reouſhels Which God beſtews uppn us ; y Ayu 

7 ich 


40-the- 
prog bt for us: And that 


with) iether which comes be he the 
rant We © Oe ( 
he Notion by which 1 ſhall abide: Y* For fb 
v/fle hirſclf expound” it ; that 
7 \ 7h Ribrevf ofneſs which "is vhrovyh 
Ng 2c Ce 5. The Righteouſneſs , TRIS 'S - 


Now A "this Rghrcons the Fews did vt 
"Nh And 'Yuch' a Riphtwoufies) how many 


Leatued Knowing men cven among Chriſtiaris, | 
ag wlend ADS ana ? | And ys ; 
ing about to Eftadlifh' their own" Righteouſneſe;\ | 

, They would fer up in its ſtead, ſomewhar + 
they' rake to be, 'hot only as Good; but 
Real, and much Bertzr : Symewhat: which hey 
work our of che Strength of Nature; By: Fxer- 
themſelves in' 5/5-h ways: - Somewhat 

that is Jnberext in, themfelyes'; Which they at 
tain ro, by obſerving the Lai: And therefore 
. he calls it the "Righteoifneſs of the Law; and 
_ their Own - As nor made over to them by Fmpus 


RES "Righteouſneſs of God. 2. Cor. V. laft Ver. 
ler nor any imagine, "That by their Own 
Rights reonſheſs here, is meant onlyſuch a Righ- 
$4 s , as confiſts in works of the Ceremo- 
ial Law ; Or Aporritical works ; and ſuch as 
done before ® aith and Grate. "For *tis the 
Righrcopſneſs of fach a-Zaw', the Apoſtle 
s of, By which is rhe" Knowledge of Sin ; 
and thar ſays, Thou fbalt not Covet, Rom. 7. 7. 
A Law 


ration from Chriſt : Tn whom Believers are {aid { , 


Righteonfnefs of God. It 


Law that Juſtifes the Doers 0 lr 
Ye, at ffi 4 man do the t Get 


#, br ſhal Live by "em. Ron. gi we 
which 5s ERabliſs. 4 by Faith; and not be yet 
Abolif'd. Rom. 3. laſt Yer, And none of } 
_ this can beaffirm'd of the Ceremonial Law.  Y. 
it is a Law of Righteouſneſs. Rom. 9. 31. ALaw, 
that'is Holy, Tf, "and Good. Chap. 7, 12. A 
_— 'thar condemns all Counterfeit Performan- 
; ( Drawing, nigh to God with the Mouth, and 
pA him "with the Lips : when the Heart 
rtmoved far from him.” Ifa. 2.9. 13.) A Law, that 
- was the whole Rule of Obedience to the Church 
of '6ld : and that rakes hold of the very Heart ;, 
Requiring, to Love, the Lord our God with all the 
art and” Soul and mind and might ; and ones. 
proaoen _ ones Self. And; what can any Be- 
| hevers undegthe Goſpe! do. more > How NN 
can'T ſubſcribe' to Me Aſſettion of 'a Moder. 
Wrirer, Thar the Law of MefFicnded to make 
omen no wor: than Outwardly Righteous : And that 
the' Obligation. of it extended no further , than to- 
the Okter "may? And who will' think ſo baſely 
of God's Pure and Ri ghreous Law, That a. 
man might Fulfl it, bath yet be_ a Fipecrite® 
When the eh Be Works that ever we can do, 
are all reqazretby this Law. And yet they are 
Britufed' from the Honour of EfleQting our Jo. 
flification before God, Becauſe ill Top are 
(a: And therefore Shows of what the Law 
ng "And"if all our on Works are ex» 
ed 7 Sure ir muſt be underſtood of 'our 
+ Goo: 


Works. . For whatpretence can be for the 


Vorks from Juſtifying the Sinner, How can we 
ppoſe him, to 'mean Works of_ the. Meſaick 
Law, as ſuch ; When the Famous , Example, 
which he produces, to ſtrengthen his Dodtine, 
Abram, | was Dead aboye 3oo years before 
at Law was.given 2 And when the Gemtiles, 
whoſe A4poſt 


w oftle he was, and to. whom he writes 
of this matrer, were never Under it,, but With+ 
dut it. How much beſide the purpoſe then had 
it been, to Diſſuade them gg mL of Ju- 
ſtification by that Law, which they could never 
pretend to >, | a1 
**Nay, in the matter of Juſtification, . he Difs 
aims his own Works., your after his Converfi- 
on ;as.well as thoſe dont before. it, x Cor.4. 4. 

| 641. 2."16. and Phil. 3. 9. And lf Evangelical 
Obedience, 1s it not ſtill Our Righteoulnels: 2 
Becauſe we are. Bownd to. do it: And it is. 
wrought [# us; aid By us: Though done i 
Faich', and not without the: /xflux of Gi 
Grace; Yer it is Our Work ; as far as any thing. 
of the Creatures can be called.their Own; For. 
in God we Live and Move ; And. be Works all, 
onr Works in ws ; Even thoſe ,of * Nature, as well. 
a3 of Grace. - And-upon the yery ſame account; 
a3fome would make the Works of Believers: 

Mhiforious ; Otir Apoſtle ſhuts them. all; out, 

Epb. 2. to. Even bgcauſc we are. God 5 Handys ! 

work , Created to "em. And even the uſt / 


. 


Righteouſneſs of Gdd. 13 
| Live, not by their Works , but-by their Faiths 
'Gab.'3- T1. Nor for: any ſuppoſed Khir. 
that 15.in them: But by their Bel 
who indeed is Worthy. Still he'would renin all 
that Renounced , which ſuggeſts marrer:'6f 
Boaſting : As-do-the works of a' Believer ; and 
that more than of: another ; becauſe his works 
are Better. ' And though they be done by 6 
Gift and Help ; yet if we were 
we might Glory in-'em. So did the Phoriſees 
Luke 18. 11.. Though he Magrifed himſelf; and 
look'd with a Sapercilious Dildain upon orhers 5 
| and ſtands. upon-Record for a Proud Roafter = 
yet he ſo.-far Qwn'd the Lord; and aſcrib'd alt 
to.him ; as to cry, God 7 hank thee, that Fam 


not 1o agd fo 

And Indeed ſuch'as plead for Works ddad by 
the Grace of God, to Juſtify them, may as welt 
plead, That#ll manner of Works ; without dis 
ſtin&ion, -Ccounted Good, ) ſhould Juſtify them: 
Becauſe -they uſe ſo ro confound Nature and 
Grace ; That, according to them,” eyen a man's 
Rational Faculty ; and his Natural _—_ ro 
== at all, is as much of Grace, as any 

ualificarions wrought by the Holy Sirie: 

= ſo we muſt leaye them, { if they will; } ro 
quarrel the. 4poſt]e, for making any * diferazce 
at all, berween our Ows Righteouſneſs, andrhe 
Righteouſneſs of God. * 

However, - When *tis the Mercy of a” 
the Merit of -Chriſt that Juſtifies the ſers 

ving's Merhinks it is no fair. 'Thanking =_ 
| Lo 


«4 AONEING the 
Latd\, for thert todo -! any Good. 
Wodks ; to goand fer rhoſe Works in the place 
; dhe Gramevtnd give them the Horour duc 

bo: that. And EL mult confeſs, It wonld be as 
- Diſt us and wicked, ro Arrogate this Glo- 
ty of Juſtification 10 our Faith ; whickr others 
canfer upon}: theit Works. For though Fairh 
ifjes us, in Recefoing thac Rightcouſnels of 
Oi Sev/rar, by which we are Juſtificd ; and by 
which rhe n of our Works is Cover- 
| Righreoufnefs made /ignificant, 
any ftead : Yer all this while, It 
S won Falk, as ar: Work; No, bur only as the 
Feel, which 'God gives us; to/ Receive the 
. And: in . ic (cl, whac iv it, bur-like 
= Earthes Pot, fill'd with Gold and-gewels > 
And then if Faith i ſelf, by which we are faid 
to be Juſtified ;- ( As it apprebends theRi 
neſs of Cheiſt whi h does ir; ) Yer has ſo poor 
& Share in the martrer : ( though it. be alt char 
can be done on our parts; ) O what part or 
Honour wilt here be left for Works; which the 
Apoſtle utrerly Excludes : As having nothing to 
doin the bufmeſs of Juſtification: But only 
came after, "as the Fruirs 4nd Conſequeyts of 
that Fairh, "which does the work 2 
All this F do here fo much Aratcate + Becauſe 
E know what pains the Se/f-Fufticharies are ar 
Mill, ro bring in ſomewhar of their Own, to do 
thebufinels : And how much they arc aggriev'd, 
ro be Stripe of all their Own Plames; chat 
EljE map be 45 ar Al. -If they cannot periit 


one 


ove way, they will have n. averber. V one ſbet 
of Seif Righteouſneſs wil nor do, for their Ju- 
ſtificarion, another ſhall. Thus they go abour 
bo 7 eb > rig es And 

well not pur Atrempt it 
> te Over. 7 mat i har ou ( group, ) 


Ser up 2 Dead Cartafs, 'ro Seand by it ſelf 
chay wilf nor Fedye+” It cannot be Accompliſh'd. 
However ſtlF they arc ar the UrfeafiBle 


thing + And this -they would: fain have ro "do- 
their 'bufineſs ; owr>aryres ay ery ne 


Chrift,- oem. 
Fes ſo nd fo [7h bevetibg Submirrad Ms 
and -u your vn 


themſelves 
of God: } That which. 18 of his 
pg: well of it: it: Fhey Silt not Vi 


Rn .do- not 

Fi 

Snbferibe to'it ; 2s the Beſt and Only wa 
SafvationM No. but they DONE Cavil, hos 
are ful of their Exec feftons if 
find great Fault with it: And they make. bur 
eye 2 mere” Mock of it. Tis Foolifhnofs to 
them, To laok for Life and Salyarion-, from 
another $ Death and Paſſion. To be {> Behold- 
en to the Sow of God, And'take all as a Gratui- 
ty from Him; This witl not down witly che” 
Stout Sromachs: Se ro rec2ive the Kingdony of 
God, as Eittle Childrew; (which our Savienr 
ſays 2!tmoft do, har will enter there ; ) They 
wilt nor be fuck. Babies. No, They think them- 
—_ be more Mer; and' to know Berrer 
| They will no: therefore Vouchſaſe ro 
Yield ones God's Way of Juſkifying and CGE 
Sinners ; 


” _ v1 , ”_ ” - . -* \ 
LEY A > "4 : = CM - - ” "OT 
< a* - - «, 


Fj | 
Sinnerg; only:chrough the: Mari 
onſnels. of -his) Sev,; appreb Ee..and Apphcc 
by their Faich: ie 25 eefbwi:Bpds 
Andaing ris expreſs'd here, With nou4 
To the w;. withrhow much. ado. the Natural m: 
3s broughr.co Accept of Mercy and Happia 
God's Hands, : fu ch. will 
Stand!a 0u8;.48 Long 95 eyct they ANG 


he 7 hot 


for Rightoonſhels  betoes phy? 
Saviour of Gpd s Appointing.; «< o_ ro kin) 
Labewing dud Heavy Laden. . 
And again, /Tis,to ſhew, Whar, þ Mechegs and pak 
Lenlinge is; , to make aye th 
iple of -Feſus; -xT'0 Receive: = "Saving Bc 
nf by him, -and-hambly to_Rely and Deprag 
= fr Beloreir DO 19 Fg 5 Os 
Sel -E 2 an Ys Denia great 
ment, oo Du tarzon. A man muſt be Hard. 
beſtead, and. ſore (pur.to it; eyen. thrown 
down ro the Grownd; (a .our Apo le was; ) 
e re. he will become ſo Submiſrue and 7; ratlable ;; 
and. ask,- Lord, What wilt thou. have me to do > 
Before char, he; ays: down, the Law himſelf, 
Thys it muft bes and ſo.I will haye i it ; my Ows 
EE Ei .No, HE wi 
We, | 


om, one, 


peg 


DS 4 « cc & 


a. ad Da <o0O an wn a» 


"z.. x 


at T ” l WI "ih To 2 RE Oe 
>. "I 4 2 4 , -4 l = c 
Ta h 
yg 
+. 
tighteouſneſs of God. 7 
/ 6 ; 


Now from this place of Scriptute,. I ſhall obs 
ſerve, . ; 


I. How Darkofgbrod even the Wiſeſt men are, 
by Nature, in God's way of Juſtifying and' Sa-; - 
| ving Sinners. -| /yqworant of God's Righteouſ-' 

dls. | Sos a N 

' Il. How Abfurd is the Attempt, to Ser up, 
our Own Righteouſneſs. [ Going about to Eftas 
Bliſh their Own Righteouſneſs. ] 
1 UI. What a Hindrance is Pride to their = # 
pineſs, who ſtand upon their Terms with God ; 
| and will not Su&»i7 to his Righteouſhels. They. 
will hot have it His way; and they ſhall not 
haye it their Own. _ | Fee 


1. Obſerve here, 


How Dark-fighted even the Wiſeſt mea are, 
by Nature , -in God's way of Juſtifying and 
© Sinners. [ Ignorant of Ged's Righteoaſ- 
neſs. ] | 


Twas ſpoken of the Fews, that had the Ora- 
cles of God; 'and their Rabbies, and Schools of 
the Prophets ; Scribes and-Phariſees, counted 
the moſt JureJigent Learned perſons then in the 
World. Yet in this moſt Material Point, they 
were at the fouleſt' Loſs, and: even in groſs Ig- 
we boloras Bungler I aro ( "_ 
of their Leading men, ) ſhew himfelf, in the 

- w + SF buſi- 


13  Sybmiffion to the 


buſineſs of Regeneration 2 John To be No 
agen > Born tf thie Spirit > What Sruff 


this to him? He woos not deviſe abons.. any Por | 


thing could be. And ſo, The mavlar ho of 


Cheiſt Crucified, what'a S: ubibtimy-Block was is 


ro-the Fews 7 1 Cor. £.23. nw _— 
ovetthat' Block 'ro this Fe or 'ever bl 
themſelves to Belieye, Thar . Salvation ſhow! 
cine to them, from+tone that'Was Cd 
ahd Executed ; as a alefattor : : And that an 
ſhould be Tuſtif ed in It of God, nes 
Faith in wW Blood, Here ftifl does ir ftick fo 
hard 'wirh them -; and with 46 'min fot: 
2875. among our ſelves, who yer Nate 

of -Chrift. Nay, This they Gentiles 'rejefted us. 
a Ridiculous Story. *Tis to the Greeks Fookiſh- 
neſs. The Athenian Wits Scorn'd S. Paul as a 
Babller, for preaching any ſuch Dofrine among 
them. Ads 17.18. Where js the Wiſe? ( ſays 


he, ) Where is the Scrite > Where ts the Di e pot | 


the 


of this World? Has- not God made faoli 
this Worl > Cor. x. 0: and ver. 26. 


Wiſdom of 


Te ſee your Calling, brethren ; How-that not many 


Wiſe "men after the fleſh are Called.: No, all 
their Parrs and ' Abilities { though riſing ne- 
ver ſo high, ) cannor reach up ro this Hidden 
Wiſdom "of God. 1 Cor. 2.7, which he Hides 
from the Wiſe and-Prudent; Bur Reveals even 


unto Babes. Mart. 11. 25. And this is the rea- 


ſon, Thar the moſt Profound 2nd Sharpeſt men 
carnot be Maſters of ir; with all their Improve- 
ments and Scarches, and Inſight 'ingp Natura! 
things: 


Righteouſneſs of God. £9 
chitigs : Becauſe-f+ is ro be known ofily by HA 
vine Revelatiow. The RightcouſneRs of Gol 43 
Revealed from Faith to Faith; Roth. 1. 17.” We 
ae ro Recciye it; as purely an of Faith; 
Whetein we are gradually'to grow and Eſtabliſh 
out ſ{elyes : | Atd- therefore it may be faid:to'be 
from Faith t Faith + i.  from-one Degree'of 


- tit ro another. © For i hangs all upon the Re&v#- 


lation of God # Both the Righreouſheſs ir ſelf, 
and the Manner of [mparting it, are taught us 
only in the holy Scripture, and" by the Spirir 
of God. And therefore theMiſters of Reaſon 
are ſo Ayerſe to Receive, what all their Regs 
fon conld never Diſcover. © For though; Naru- 

ral Light arid our Rational Faculties can teach 
us, That we ſhould at Righteonfſly rowa 
God and Man: Yet che imputed Righteouf- 
neſs of Chriſt, "Tis only the Spirit of God 
edn Convince the World of that, Fohy 16. 8; 
Fle ſhall convince the World of Righteouſneſs. 
Therefore our Apoſtle, ( a5 Quick-fighted, and 
as great 4 Scholar as the higheſt Pretender, 
Yer he ) knew nothing of ie; Till the Zyþr 
from Heaven came and ſhewed it to him; and 
God Reveal d his Son in him. GA. 1: 16. For 
there's nor only a Reycaling of Chrift in the 
Goſpel ; but a ard ou ig Chriſt alſo in rhe 


Soul, as the Lord our Righteouſneſs + whieh' is 
needful to Inftrut us well in rhis Poiat of Jy- 
ſtification by Faith in him. And for all that 
is faid in the Goſpel, of this Righteouſneſs of 
God ; and being Juſtified by the Faith of 

C 2 Chriſt ; 


ſ 


20. -Submiftion to; the | 
Chriſt; men-willSnapgle and Wrangle on ſtill, 
10 Gainſay and} Eyade it ; Till God \Reveals: is 
in emz; .and the/Spirit of -Gad:comes' to Con- 
Vince 'em.. Before. ſuch. Reyelation and Con» 
yidtion; : even the-Acureſt men. Grope \in- the 
Dark,, as to;theſe things of the Spirit ;,and Re- 
je and Diſdain'enr; yea Ridicale and: Blaſpheme 
*em: And- are 1gnorant- both: of..che Law of 
God,.and the Righteouſucls of God | 


= They are. Ighorant of God's. Mana The 
Defign;, and be pla of itz and. their Evil Ny 
and Miſery under.it. 
-:i305 They know: not-the Defy; of chis Law) 3 
+ nor Wherefore it was given; But Miſtake it ;t0 
be, ..in order. to their, working a - Righteouſneſs 
ourt..of it; ſo as:to be Saved by: ir: and that 
through their own. Performance, without-the 
Interpoſition of a Mediator. Whereas the Law 
Was. never deliyer'd to give Life unto any. AS | 
We may learn from Gal. 3. 21. For if there had ' 
teen a Law given , that could be given Life ; 
Ferily Righteouſneſs ſhould have been h the 'Law. 
Bur .by . the deeds of the Law ſhall no Fleſh be 
-Tuſtified.in the -fioht of God. For by the Law's 
'the Knowledze of Sin. Rom.. 3. 20. Ir is the 
Glaſs, to ſhew a-man his Defe4s and Deformj- 
ties; How far he-comes Shorz.of Obſerving it; 
and "how much. he is Oyoxious, in Tranſpreſ- 
{ing it: And that here' he is gone ard Loſt ; If 
- he have not a” further. Help. "Therefore 'rwas. 
-anly according to the Youngſter's own Princi- 


pes 


Righteouſneſs of' God. 21 
ple ; that our Lord anfiver'd him,” Mat. 19. 17. 
If thou' wilt Enter into Life, ' Keep the Commands. 
True/; He ſhould;;' upon Performance of thar 
Condition: - Bur it's as True, Thar this Con- 
— dition is now impoſſible .to any Child of Adam. 
The/-man ask'd ,” What he ſhowld Do > Shewing 
that he ſought” Life in Works :- And then if he 
did fo ; Our ' Saviour let him know, that ic 
muſt be:/by obſerving the Law of God : Becauſe 
that is the perfe&t Rule of Obedience. And 
no other Works could ſerve the turn: And eyen 
thoſe alone, he ſhould find ſuch a 7ask, as 
would give him enough of it; And ( if eyer 
he -came- to Underſtand himſelf, ) make him 
fain ro ſeek our further. - | 

Such another . commonly "Miſtaken Text is 
that, Rom. 2.13. Not the Hearers of the Law 
are-Fuſt before God ; But the Doers of the- Law 
ſhall be Fuſtified. i. e. They {hall be 1o; If rhey 
do it, as it ought ro'be-done. But what then? 
Is the Doctrine to be raiſed from hence, - Thar 
Juſtification cannot be*had , without our own 
Fulfiling the Law of God ? And that no man 
can be Juſtified; but by the Deeds of the Law 2 
So the Sound may ſeem to carry it : But 'ris 
plain, That. the Apoſtle's Delign rhere is quite 
another thing : ' Even to Fumble the Fews 
Hearts, and - to Srop their Mouths ; In ſhew- 
ing, that as none-of 'em Did; ſo none of *em 
Could , "Keep the Law," ro their Juſtification. 
And then he infers from rhe premiſes, Chap. 
2- 20. Therefore by the Deeds of the Law there 
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ſeal no Fleſ br foe eb ea of God. No, 
Yo! ſt 81a: to. take another qgurſe: Far 
this” will never do.: How Often, -and baw Far 
ſogyer it has. been, ,Arrempred; Itiis noe tobe 
Performed. And. though 'many are ftill Fas 
mering at. it 5 they. can. make nothing /:of- iti 
Nor fall che Exatteſt Laver ever be'able ro'work 


out-his Salyarion, only by this means. M; 
Q1 


-' Indeed the Gad.. of all. Grace did not Inten 
tne, Delivery. of > his Law j to Evacuate and 
thruſt out rhe.,Covenant: of -bis- Grace 3 which 
he was pleasd:to-make ſo long/Beforc'it. | As 
the 49s aſſures us, Gab 3.17, 18. This f 
boy, hat the Govenant which was before Confirm- 
.ed of God in Chriſt , The Law which was ' four 
bangred and thirty years after , caunot Difaunul 
hat it fbould make the Promiſe: of none Effett. 
For. if the Inheritance be of the Law, it i no 
wore of Promiſe :. But God gave 'it to Abraham 
by . Promiſe. Wherefore then fereeth the Law? 
The Apoſtle there purs the queſtion ; wer. 19. 
And .be' Anſwers it himfelf: # was added, 
%, ays he ) becauſe of Tranſgreſons ; Fill the 
eed ſhould come, tq whons the Promiſe was made. 
| It was not given, as ſuch a Covenant of Werks ; 
By coming up to which , men ſhould make 
their own Paſſage into Heaven ; So to gain 
Righteouſneſs and Life Eternal. No, but is 
| Was giyen, as a perfect Rule of Life; ro Jv- 
fruit Sinners in their Duty, and Oi/age 'em-to 


do it: And. then by ſhewing them. their 7vſuf-, 
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fcienty , and. Conpincing *erb, thar--all o_ 
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Ughteoufneſs of: God. 23 
Own Obedience could never :c/0.; To. dire 
'm- into: Better. Hands : As Agar, the Hand- 
maid, t6:lead them unto Sargb, the - rightful 
Mother: Or, ( as the Apoſtle exprelies it , 
Gat.'3. 24.) 4s our Schoolmaſter , t0' bring us 
wnto Chriſt, ' "That we miglit: [be / Juitifed by 
Faith in; bim\:. where we. could ' never: be:;Juſtz» 
fied by any Works of our -Own.» For: Ghriff 
is the End of the Law , for Righteouſueſs;: tocever 
ry oye that: Believeth. Rom\'1 0.14. He Effects 
thar for-them, which rhe Law: could not. . For 
it. only Shew'd them what was; toe done ; :and 
gave them, no Power to doit. | But. he: Fulfils 
it For them ,' and 7» them : And: fo. Provides, 
That all. the utmoſt: Demands of ir: ſhalk be 
Satisfied to. the full. Such rcherefore.,as1:.do 
not take the Law for their 7utor 'and- Mont- 
tor, to ſend them unto Chriſt Feſas:, do Mi- 
_ it; And are yet. to: Learn the: Meaning | 
Of 1t. S 41 [143% O! 
O Sinner | The Law of God is as the 4ver+ 
ger of Blavd at thy: heels; To dnve. thee 
away unto the City "of Refuge; and cyen':to 
Conſtrain thee, to Fly for the Life' of, thy 
Soul, into the Arms. of - thy Saviour. Take 
the Warning thenz And let the Neceſſity of 
thy Caſe caſt. thee upon him: And do not 
Negle& the Only Remedy. If thou wilt nor 
be Alured, yet at leaſt, be Terrified into it : 
And let the Rigor of the: Law do. thee this 
Kindneſs, to» throw thee- into the Boſom of 
that Bleſſed Surety ; Who , where thou arr 
| : C 4 Inſol- 


24 Submiſſion tothe 
Teſolvgm, and unable to Diſcharge what th6u | 

Owelt to the Law, has Undertaken for thee ; 

and' paid-all, eyen to the utmoſt Farthing. +. : 


\ . H. They that ſtick in the :Law, and make 

account to be _Juſtified by its Righteouſneſs, 
- are Ignorant. of its Latitude -and Purity ; ' And 
do not. know how Broad. and Spiritual, how 
Holy,” and Heart-ſearching ip. is. They think 
it enough, to be Honeſt and Sober ; to Hear 
and Pray, ,and -do ſome External acts: As if 
then . chey 1:ad performed ;Obedience to the 
Law Sufficient : and: ſo Brisk up , and con- 
clade; All's well. . As S. Paul ſays of himſelf, 
Rom. 7. 9. 1 was Alrve, without the Law once. 
Without it! When, was he fo , who, all along 
had been Bred up under it ? Indeed he was not 
at all Withour it, in the: Letter. But ic did 
; not before come home, in its Spirit and Power ; 
to Ranſack his Conſcience; and to Search all 
the privy Corners of his Heart. And then he 
was Alive; and. thought himſelf in,geod-. caſe 
enough. But ,when ic came, and pierc'd into 
his Sel, with its . Purifying Energy; to catch 
hold of all .his ſecrerefſt. Morions, Defires, Pur- 
poſes, Inclinations, and Thoughts ; Then he 
ſaw he was a Loſt Man, by the Sentence of the 
Law: If he were not found in Chrit , and 
help'd by his Merit and Grace, to aniwer for all 
that he had Miſdone;: and. to do. all for the fu- 
ture, in an Acceptablemanner. + 
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- Never 'be -{o. Vain... then, Bankrapt Sinner! 
as: to. think, that thou, (our. of th poor 
Stock and Strength, ) canſt Satisfy All ho Dow. 
cepts of ſuch a Righteous, Exact; and periet 
.Law.. For when. thou baſt \done-thy very -ut- 
moſt ,*Thou wilt be ſtill. exceedingly. Short: 
and haſt extreme: Need-to look out; furrher;; 
To+ Shelter thy - Unrightcouſnels , under. that 
Rightcouſneſs of -thy Redeemer, which alone 
is-Campleat , and without any. manner / of, Ble- 
miſh. ..O -wo..to- the moſt /Lavdable \ Liver, 
ſhould he: be. Tried - and. : Doom'd., - by this 
Low, Naked , without the Covert. of a Me- 
jator |! | | 


III. They that are fer Working . themſelyes 
a_Righteouſneſs of their own, out of 
Obſervances, to ſerve the turn, without 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt Jeſus'; are Ignorant 
of their Evil caſe and Miſery. under the Law : 
' Where. again they put themſelyes under the 
old Covenant of Works : which brings them 
into. the ſaddeſt Bondage, to do the whole Law. 
Gal. 5. 3. Which becauſe they can never do ; 
So- they fall under the Sentence of ſuch guil- 
ty Malefaftors, as are out of che. compalſs of 
the, Promiſe: and will be caſt out of doors, as 
Slaves; and none of the Children. For we are 
the Children of God, only by Faith in Chriſt Fe- 
ſus. Gal. 3. 26+ But as-many as are.of the Works - 
of the Law, are under. the Curſe : | For it is writ- 
ten, Curſed is every one, that continues- not 'in all 

things 


"likuainens 


ive written in the Book of the- Law, 
| ". ver. 20. | And (as it follows 
f 10 war is Tufbdfed by vhe Law 'in | 

V7 # is evidint'4 For tbe Fuſt:fÞull 
6:74 Fairy And the "Faw us 'n0t"of Faupls; 
«the nun that” Poth them, ſhall Live in them. 
Ms! (Niall Live #9 chem, bo D&-thom,! But 
ehat ie man ever did; or 'can'do. Ant there 
meisſtand' in their Own Names; and: muſt beat 
thGr' Own'$545 ;\ 2d abide by eheir Own"Ragk 
#Ohfneſs; Which if it be not Perfett, The Law 
that requires" PerfeQjon, condenins rhem-: And 
they have no” Mediator, to Relieve them. . For | 
their Covenant which they are under, | admits 
of no. ſuch+ Reſerve : And fo they lye open to 
alt the burning Wrath due ro Sinners : From 
| which they have nothing to Shbreen 'em ; No - 

HYWs to ſtand between 'em. © And fo-wreteh- 
' [ed a caſe as this, Is ir not wonder, that any 
men in their wits , ſhould ever Chuſo to be- 
found in > Yer ſuch 2 Blindneſs and Infatua- 
#ion is upon all men naturally'; that they do 
not, ( will not, ) ſee the Miſery : But there 
lye ſhort of Chriſt Jeſus; and inftead of ta- 
King care to come out of that Srate ;' take 
pains rather to Defend themſelves in it. 

O that you would open your Eyes; Sinners, 
an fe the Wrath of God hanging o_ you; 
and abiding upon you ; Tilt you get from tn- 
der-the- Law; and the Covenant of Works ;-ta 
come under Grace, -and the Covenant of Pro» 


miſe / "For the Law worketh Wrath. Row. 4. ” 
[4 


-” 
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nighteonfnets'vk God. = 27 
It giyes po. ape ro an , bur ſuch ay Cane 
quite up* ro''irs Demanas, 1n-every percear, ar 
You know not then what you do, when yay 
lye" out of Chriſt; -and' there think ro.- come 


off well enough ; by ſome works” of earn 4 
Sobriety, Church-going, and Praying ; . whic 
alas, have ng Suffczency, to Abfolve the Gyzl- 
19; -and to give you a 'Titte to the Heavenly 
Glory. 1f you be not enducd with that Righ- 
reouſneſs, which is by'the Faith of Chriſt, you 
are ſtill Chldren of Wrath; and under the 
Curſe. And if ever you will'be Wife for your 
Souls, and Secure the Effets' of your Etetnal 
Salyation ; you 'muſt Renounce all Confidence 
in the Fleſh; and in any the beft m_ that 
you can do for your ſelyes : 'and reſolve to 
Fruſt all rhar-eyer you have, in this'only Bot- 
tom of Chriſt's Righreouſmeſs ; and defire no 
ſuch Recommendation in the World, as to. be 
found 'in Him; and to have his Righteouſe 
 mefs Imputed unto you. For Bleſſed is the man, 
to whomGod Imputes Righteouſneſs, without Works, 
Rom. 4. 6. The Inheritance "being not by the 
Law, but by Promiſe : And therefore it is of 
Faith, that it might be by Grace ; and the Pro- 
miſe be 'Sare to all the Seed. ver. 16. For alas, 
What Affurance'could there be, if it depended 
upon ſuch an Uncerrain thing, as their Obed:- 
ence > But when God declares his Righteouſneſs, in 
Tuſtifying the © Believers on Feſus ; Rom. 3. 26. 
Then- ir depends upon his own Promiſe, and 
Faithfulneſs ; -which 'is Sure and Never-failing. 
"RR. + dy Again 
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Again, oain,. as linorane: - this Righteonf; 
Fi 6 Th .to.ſer up any, other, to: build 
tion rar They 9 not know. its 


__ nor.its Excellency... 


"1. Nor the ' Neceſfry Bur. chink. they. can.ap- 
ha well enough before, the, 7ribunal of Hea- | 
_ ven, in, their own —_— : Becauſe. they are * 
ſo and ſo. qualified ; and thank. God, they, are - 
nor- like ſuch and . ſuch ;: ;No Sweaxers ,.- nor 
Drypkards, nor Adylrerers, nor Sabbath-break» 
ers, nor Thieves, nor urderers,, nor. any No- 
rorious . Sinners : Bur lead Sober and Honeſt, 
yea Good and Religious. Lives. . And uponthis 
Foundation, they lay all their Hopes of Salvg- 
Zion. When, alas, Such Righteous. ones Chriſt 
did nort.come to Call. _ So he ſays, Mat-'9. 12. 

\ They ſhall ſee more.Need of him, and be more 
Sick for him ; before ever they: :ſhail have 
him. As Good as ever. the boaſted Yirt 
are, They ll not be ar all for their Good; whom 
they keep from the only Savzour. When they 
rhink, they want even Nothing ; Alas, They 
want the Main of all. They want. a Media- 
tor, to Iutgrcede for their Offendirg perſons : | 
They want the Holy One- of God, to Purge 
rheir Defiled Natures : They want an infinite 
Propitiation , to Atone for all their Sins: Nay 
chey want a moſt Powerful Advocate, to Recom- | 
mend their poor Imperfe&t Services:; And: an 


Almigher Saviour , ro*bear the Iniquities af gb 
___ kneir 


CY 


Rightegrtacts of God, 29: 
their Holy things. And they want the Senſe of 
all theſe Wants; to ſee the. extreme. Need they 
have of the Lord Jeſus, to'be their Righteouſ- 
neſs:and their Redeemer. _ . 

.O. Sinners! There's no other Righteonfues, 
that will gyer Juſtify you. There's: #0 other: 
Name grven | under Heaven to Saveyyou, But if. 
you fail of -ths, you Loſe Al :. 1 being with- 
out; Chriſt., you haye no _ Hope, Eph. 2. 14. 
Look. about you then in. time ; And. Seek to 
the All-ſuficient Helper, which God-in mercy 
has, Provided: to -Help you. O let all go ,-ro 
make Sure of this One. Noche Good ; which 
is. more than the 4/7 of- this World. '» Like the: 
Merchant , ſeeking Goadly Pearls; Mat. 13.'46-. 
Who when: he had found - one Pearl of of greatref. 
Price ; went and Sold all that he had, and Bought 
#50. be contented to let 80, not only. dear- 
et Relations and Fruitions in_the World; but: 
eveu-all Wiſdom and Goodneſs in your ſelves./..1 
mean not, to Jer them go, ' as to the Poſſe fron 
and. Pradtice+ of %em ; Bur as to. any. Truſt. in 
'<m,, or- De -odavce, on'-'em-; - ( Excluſive: of 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs: ) Rather | Beg ' Pardoy, 
than hope to be Saved, for them. And reſt all 
your Faith and ExpeCtation, upon - him. that 
Died: for your Sins, and Roſe again , for your 
Fuſtification : and who" alone is Able to Effet 
that Eternal-Redemprion for you; , which could 
never elſe be wrought by any other Perſon oc 
Merit in all the World. 


II. They 


3s _,Subminlon tworhe 
| 1; They are Ignorant of the incom 


omparable | 
Excellence of this Righteouſneſs 5 that think 
pe hammer their Own. Whet 'tis a Rig: 
tevulneſs which' Exceeds not only that of In- | 
nocent Adam ;- but 'that' of -all the Glorious 
Angels. Becauſe ic is rhe Righteouſneſs of God: | 


And not only the Ri eſs , which God 
has Appotyted ; bur the og which 
he' who is Gvd, has' Felfled. The Miniftration 


of whith Righteouſneſs Exceeds in - Glory. 2 Cor. 
3+-'9, + D where- then is their Senſe, that can 
admire the Righteouſneſs of 'a Creature ; arid 
not Regard --his Righteouſneſs, who is Go# 
Bleſſed for ever > Sure, to 'them that "Believe, 
he-i more Precious. x Pet. 2. 7. For Faith has 
A Eye, <> - —_ which 29-9 Rea- 
ſox ſets'at Naught. And though Contempt 
ſhall once earto be their ow» « who now caſt - 
their'Conrempr on the Lamb of God, that takes 
away the Sins of the World';/ and fer up ſorne- 
what elſe Above 'Him'; and think to come off, 
_ as well, or Berrer, Withour him':t Yet he chat 
Believeth on bim fhall not be Confounded. 1 Pet. 
2.45. No, for Confaſjon' ariſes fron Diſap- 
omtment : And it will be their Portion, who 

ruſt to that, which, in the needful Time , 
will utterly Fail. *em. | Iſa. V. loft Ver. Bebold, 
all ye that Kindle a- fire, that compaſs your ſelves 
about with Sparks : Walk in the Light of your 
Fire, and in the Sparks which ye have Kind D 
Tyvis fhall ye have of my hand, ye ſhall Iye down 


in 
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peririoh with the Righ- 
wes bf his” Saviour : ng for Juftification, 
- would make mention of this, and of this on- 
\But he Ji nor think ar this rate, before 
bay 'es' Were opened, and he was Entightned 
with the. Revelation from Aboye. No, befbre 
thar, he "had as ger Ty an opinion -of 
Ch13R, ahd Faith itn Chrift ; as any of his Vi- 
rulent Blaſphemers among os now cati tnye. 
And Yo it 'was ſpoken, as a wonderful Effet 
of this happy Converſion ; Gal. 1. Taft Ver. He 
who Perſecutet us in times "raft, now Preaches the” 
Faith, which once he Deſtroyed. , 
+ And O thar che like may once be ſaid, of 
all that yer ſtand our fromrhe Faith of Chriſt, 
and Oppoſe their own Peace with-God ; which 
is buit only upon their PR cation by this 
Faith! For being TJuſtified by Faith, we have 
Peace with God. throigh our "Lord Te ſus Chriſt. 
Rom. V. x. O that t they would come berter 
to berhink themſelves, and Confulr rheir. own 
Bleſſed Jarereft : As ever they hope for any Sa-. 

ving Benefie, by the Ndies of the World ; 
and Learn to creat him more Honourably : and: 
A 
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at. laſt, bring themſelves: to Submit to the Rig hs 

enſue of Gol! "i 
And-© thar. all you who read theſe Lines, 
= be ſo kind to. your own Souls, as to pro- 
ide. your ſelyes-of a Righteouſneſs ; where- 

in..you may appear, and. ſtand. before God in 

' your . laſt 7rial,, ., with Boldyzf and Comfort / 
And one would think there ſhould not need” 
much;ado to Petſuade any, to take. the Courſe 
of the Gracious God's own preſcribing ; that 
is ſo Viſibly Advantageousto themſelves. When 


all the Warld is. become Guilty before him. Rom.. | 


3s 19. And there's no pleading, Not Guilty ;. 
Nor. any Re 7 be made , by the Plea of 
Legal Righteouſneſs. Yer. 20, But the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Gad , which s by Faith of Jeſus 
Chriſt, ws. to all,. and upon all chem that. Believe : 
Yea, we are Fuſtified freely by his Grate, through 
the. Redemption that-1 in Jeſus Chriſt. Ver. 2.2. 
and 24. , O how worthy of all Acceptation is 
| ſuch rich Grace and Mercy! And, inſtead of 
Seving any ,Backwardneſs to Submit to it ; 
O. with what Gladneſi and Thankfulneſs ſhould 
eyery one. Recciye it.;.and Bleſs the God of all 
Grace for-1it |! That when you , are Conſcious. to 
your Sin and Wretchedneſs ; and- know how 
Nl you. have, done; and that with all. the 
beſt you. can - do Anew,, there's no making 
Amends for what. is paſt ; _ nor | getting in. 
again with the Ofended Majeſty of Heayen : 
Yet that ro him. who Worketh not, but Be- 
lieveth on him. that Fuſtifies, the Ungodly, his 


Faith 


Righteouſneſs of God. 33 
Faith ſhould be counted for Righteouſneſs : ( as 
it is expreſly ſaid, Row. 4. 5. ) This 1s 
a Fayour to the poor Sinner, Such as might 
be thought, indeed, too Great to be Belics 
ved ; Bur whenever Offered, One would think, 
it ſhould with both hands be Received: and 
that there ſhould little. Oratory be wanting j 
To Pray Sinners in Chriſt's ftead, ( upon ſuch 
{weet and happy Terms, ,) to be Reconciled un= 
to God. You are Wiſer than to Refule any 
Adyantages of the World ; when ſo eaſily you 
may have *'em: O do not then imitate the 
| Perverſeneſs of theſe , whio Rejet the 7en- 
ders of Pardon , and Life Eternal ; and will 
not ' Accept all rhe moſt bleſſed Renetits, 'to 
be enjoyed. for ever in the World to come : 
When the' Father of Mercies offers them Free: 
ly ; but upon Believing in the Name of his, Son : 
and 'has ailur d you, That-your Faith ſhall be 
Imputed to you for Righteouſneſs; As Abra* 
ham - Believed God; and that was counted to: 
him for Righteouſneſs. Rom. 4. 3, 24. O leave 
not the' Saviour any cauſe then to Complain' 
of you, as of thoſe ; John V.-40. 1e will not 
come to me , that ye might have Life. But 
ſeeing all your | Intereſt and Felicity Treas 
ſur d-up in him, Devolve and- caſt your ſelves: 
upon him. And let the Lord Feſus be your 
oaly Hope : And. look for ail your Remiſit- 
on, and all- your' Salyation; at his Hands + 
Not for any. thing that you have done y#/ 
ſelves ; But. for the ſake of. what he. has 
| D gene; 
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conc , 'Oon your Account. And thus will you 
do the Beſt thing that eyes you can do , for” 
yagr own dear Souls ; and ſhew-your good Un" 
derſtanding in the way of Sabvation.: That you. 
are not [znorant of God's Righteouſneſs ; Bur 

have been 7aught, and heard, and Learn d'of the. 
Father, to Come unto. his Chriſt. Foh#*6. 29. 
and are better inſtructed, than to Set up a 
Righteouſneſs of your Own , wherein to place 

our Confidence. 
And fo Ipaſs to 


The Second Obſervation, - 


How Abſurd is the Attempt to Engage inſuch. 
a Delign; [ going about to 'Eftabliſh their Own 
Righteouſneſs. ] 


And what is- that? Is ic walking CUpright- 
ly, and Working Righteouſneſs 2 Is it Hungring 
and Thirſting after an Zyherent , as well as an 
Imputed Righteouſneſs? No., For this i an 
Ecernal indiſpenſible Duty , incumbent {till up- 
on all. And no- Belieyers are Exempted from 


it ;- but rather- more than any elſe Obliged' to 


it: Even to Live Soberly, Righteoufly, and God- 
ty. And (ts allude to that of the Apofle, 
2 Cor. V. 3.) Being C'oathed with Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs,” they muſt -not be found Na | 
ked of their Own : Bur Reſolve with- Fob , 
Chap. 27. 6. My Righteouſneſs I hold faſt, and 
will not let it go: My heart ſhall net Reproach 


me 
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me ſo loug as I live, Burl will render to all 
theit Dues ; and Ye Punittual in my Dealings 
with eyery one. For all Pzety without Fone- 
ftly, is but Hypocriſy. Yea I will render to 
God, as well as to man, the things that are 
his; "and, as far as I am able, Seck and Keep 
that Comprehenſrve Righteouſneſs, which is the 
Conſtellation of all Virtues and Graces : The - 
univerſal ' Conformitz to the Rule of Gods 
holy Word : The Whole of my Duty : Such 
4 Habit and Courſe of Wellk-doing , as ſhall 
denominate me an {ſraelite indeed , without 
any allowed Guile, or Iniquity Regarded 
in my Heart. 'This I will eyer take Carc 
of ; and with all my might, endeayour ro make 
Good. 

Howeyer contemptuouſly fome can talk of 
Moral Accompliſhments ; They that would 
have a Religion withour Morality, are fur- 
ther from the Kingdom of God, than, their 
deſpiſed Motal man. And whom the World 
finds Unrighteous, They will, ( and may, ) be 
bold r6 -conclude Ungo/ly : Becauſe Cod com- 
mands all men, to do Fuſtly , and Love Merey, 
as well as to walk Humbly with him. And a 
Religion confin'd to rhe Firſt Table , is quite 
contrary to that of rhe Apoſtle, Jam.'1. laſt 
ver. Pare Religion and undefiled before God and 
the Father is this, To Viſit the Fatherleſs and Wi- 
dows in their. 4fliion ; and to. keep: hintſelf un- 
ſpotted from the World. 
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Do we then make Void the Law through Faith * 
Rom. 3. laſt Ver. No ſuch thatter : - We Efta- 
Liſh it : And Provide better for the Fulfilling 
of it, by this DoQtrine of Faith , than eyer. 
clic it could be Fulfilled. The Dodtrine has - 
' no tendency to Antinomianiſm , and carnak Li- 
berty : Or to throw out Repentance , Good 
Works, and Holineſs of Life. However it * 
may be A4ſpersd; and corrupt men do often 
Abuſe this, and indeed all the Grace of God; 
turning it to Licentiouſneſs: And though ſuch 
as are themſelves Deſtirute of the Spiritual 
Life, do not know , how Rightcouſneſs [mpu- 
ted, does work Obedience: to God, and all Ho- 
ly Living: And fo they 7raduce, what them- 
{elves never underſtood : Yer in all true Belie- 
yers, this Righteouſneſs Imputed, does, and ever 
-will, produce the Fruits of Righteouſneſs 74- 
herent. And notwithſtanding Faith is alone, 
as to Juſtification; yet it 1s never alone, as 
-to the Individual Conſequence, of a Godly Con- 

verſation. 

Indeed St. Paul, when he ſeems to be char- 
ged, for Evacuating the Law by Faith ; does 
not Vindicate himſelf, by making Works and: 

Perſonal Holineſs the main things needful to 
- our Fuſtification in the Sight of God ; ( As 
is the way of ſome Teachers fince ;. who think 
they have. learnt ro be more Wary than he. 
"was; ) No, bur he urges ſuch Goſpel-Motives 
to Holineſs ; as are the moſt Powerful with 
2ll Believers ; Who, after Faith received, will 

J not 
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not be. Z2zf Holy, but more. Becauſe then 
they haye in 'em. the Forcible Spring of. Ho- 
ly Works, which before they had not.  There- 
| fore the . Apoſtle tells them , Rom: 6. 24. Sin 
ſhallgnot have Dominion over you: For you "are 
uot under the Law, but under Grace. A fort of 
Reaſoning , which ſome of our Maſters of 
Reaſon would couht very Unreaſonable ; Tf 
they heard any of us uſe it. What, fay-chey, 
Do you teach that Believers are not under 
the Law 2 And is not that as much as- to ſay, 
They are Law/eſs ; And they may &'en Live 
as they Lift 2 For what ſhould hinder *em 2 
Where there's no Law, there's no Tranſgreſ- 
fon. And however. they: fly our ; Still all's 
Well: And who fhaill find fault with 'em? 
And this is fine Comfortable DoQtrine to ſuch, 
as Love their $ixz, better than they ao their 
Saviour. 

Thus the Unexperienc'd may think they 
have cover'd our Dofrine with Confufron, and 
ſtruck it quite Dead. Bur he that was ber- 
ter” acquainted with the Workings of God's 
Grace, knew the Contrary to- what they would 
Infer : That the Tamy was never fo Dzadly to 
Kill Sin, and ſo Fruirful ro produce Holi- 
neſs ; as the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
For by the Law i the Knowledze of Sin ; Nor 
the Cure. No, It dyes bur Diſcover Sin ; 
and J[rritate, and Provake it: As a Dam catt 
a-croſs the Stream, makes it Swell, and Rags, 
and Riſe the Higher : till ar laft, ir gets up ro 
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Burſt thorough, or Break over the Bounds. Tt 
gLVes no - Power at all to Beat down the Sin 
and Wickednels, of which ir ' Convinces. 
Whereas the Grace of our Lord" is a Yital | 
Principle of Holincſs in the Heart ; TheySeed. - 
of God, that there Ferments, and works; to: 
throw off ' Sin: And will never ſuffer it to 
Reign ; . however it {till Dwe/s, in the Mortat 
Body. Therefore they 'that are under Grace, | 
ſhall not 'þe under the Power of Sin. 'And 
they are” indeed; Strangers to the Nature of _ 
Faith, and to the Genzzs of the New Creature, 
and to the conſtraining Fficacy of the Grage | 
of God, and the Love of Chriſt; Who:can. | 
rake theſe for the Encouragements of Wicked-. * 
nels ; than which: there are not in the World, 
more Prevailing Reſtraints from it. And how- 
ever ( the yi + #naldac, ) The Sons of Unbe- 
lief, can make Nothing of theſe Inducements : 
Yet no fſach ingenious and Mighty Arguments, 
to gain upon the Children of Promiſe ; to make 
'em Holy; as he that has Call'd and Qblig d em, 
iS Holy. 

The Efabliſhing of qur Own Righteouſneſs 
then, here under Cenſuse , muſt never. give 
any Check to our Endeavours, for the Perfecling | 
Flolineſs in the Fear of God. No, Every one that + 
Names the Name of Chriſt, muſt depart from Jni- 
quity; andtrive ſtill more and morc to Conform, 
a5 a Purified Member, to the Holy Head of that 
Body, to which he belongs, | 


And 
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And therefore Some might ſpare the 'Task 
which they pive themſelves, ro prove, with 
much Solemnity, ( what I know no. one-who 
denies, ) Tffat we are ſtill 04/;7'd by the Mo- 
ral Law, as our Rx of Life. Though ſure 
they do not mean, That we: are Debtors to 
keep the whole Law; Gal. V. 3. $0 as to work 
our Juſtification out of it. For then, to: what 
end ſerves the Fa#h of Chriſt > If {till we be 
under the. Laſh , as Slaves; to Obey: Perfedts 
ly ,. or Periſh cverlaſtingly > Why, Befarmine 
will tell us, That the Goſpel # the Grace of the 
Spirit, given in the New Teſtament, making us 
Able to Fulfil the Law. And 1o far he fays 
" ttue, That all Grace is thus Given us : Bur yet 
not pgigen us to this Fud ; That we thouid juts 
# the Law; ſo as to be. thereby Fuſtifed. , For 
we have the Grace, only to fulfil it in Sizcee 
rity ; but not to Perfettion. And yer if it be 
not to Perfetion, It cannot be to Faftifts 
cation. | 
And ſhould any queſtion , ' Huw it can 
be to Salvation , if not to Juſtification Bes- 
cauſe we cannot be Glorified, till we are Fuftts, 
fied. And that which will ſerve the turn te 
Save us : Why thonld ir not be thought Avail- 
able to Juſtify us ? I anſwer, The Way of Ju 
ſtification and of Salvation is not the,very 
fame , in every patticular : But the Goſpel 
ſhews us a diverſe Method to Effect the one 
and the other ; And more to be cone for 7h, 
than for 7hat, For God is ſaid to Juſtify the 
D 4 _ ' Ungeaiy: 


* 
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CUngodly : Bur 'tis denied, that he will Save: 
any, till they- are made Holy. Obedience. ig 
the Condition of the New Covenant, needfu| * 
to Salkuatin ; To make thoſe Who | are al; } 
ready Heirs, Meet for their Heavenly ,Inhe, : 
Titance. 4. e. Not to giye them. a. Right to ir; | 
Bur Firting Dypopzions for it, But then Jyſti> * 
fication cannot alike-depend upon any Works - 
or Obedience : Becauſe it i#:Before them. Ang. 


' Fill a man is Fuftifed; He can: da nothing : 


that is 'of Faith , nor Good and Pleaſug ta - 
God. . So that the Obedrence Zo Righteouſmeſs, 
mentioned., Rows. 6. 16. cannot - be meant. of 
a Righteouineſs ro 7Juſtificaiion ; but only | of 


" that Righteouſneſs which makes us Holy ig , 


pur Converfation. Tis to him who Worketh 
wot, that his Faith s Counted for Righteoufe 
neſs. Rom, 4. 5. And if he Worketh net., © 
7. ce. No works to Juſtify him ; but all his ' 
Good works args purgly the Efets of Goa's ? 
Grace and Juſtification : How vain 1s it then 
ro plead for any Rightepvineſs of Works 2 In- 
deed we can never be Juſtified By 'em: Though 
we muſt never look 'to be Sayed With- 
out. em. | 
Therefore ( in the poſitive 'part now, ) To ? 
Eftabliſh. oxr Own Righteouſzeſs, Is to Build 
and-,Depend upon it , for our Juſtification in | 
the ſight of God; and our Acquittance and | 
Abfolution from *the Law's Charge and Accuſa- | 
tion : To. Abide by it, as our Plea ; Where: | 
yichal to, Anſwer for our ſelyes in - Tudgy 
ment. 
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ment, To Stand to it in our Laſt 7rial, ar 
the Tribunal of Heaven, And the Defence 


that we think to make ; Why Sentence of 


Condemnation ſhould not be provounc'd . up» 
on us : Becauſe we haye Carried ſo Fair; 
and done all things .ſo We#/: Therefore We 
not only hope to ' Eſcape the Puniſhment ; 
but we lay Clam to the Reward :. Not for 
Chriſt's ſake ; ; but* for our Works fake : - Nox 
becauſe he has Satisfied and Merited for vs: 
but becauſe we are ſo Fit and Worthy our 
ſelves, _ | 


our Own Righteouſneſs. But are there . any ſo 
Extravagant and Senſcleſs ; as thus to Erect 
all the 7abrick of their Salvation, upon ſuch 
a "Rotten Foundation ? Yes, This was . the 
Way that the Jews took ;*S$. Paul here tells 
us. And do not we find, that they havye 


many Brethren till; though going under {Gun 


the Chriſtian 'Name, that keep up the 've 
lame Humour ; and plead their Own Goo 
neſs, as All in All, to bring them off ; -when 
God ſhall enter into Judament with them ? 
They ſeem ro thick themſelves Ready for 
him; Let him come when he will: _ aad 
that they are Able to Stand upon their Own 
Legs. And a Juſtification by the Satisfacti, 
on and Merits of Chriſt Feſus, _ That's leaft in 
their Thoughts ; and ſeldom iftheir Mouths 
Ualeſs 'it be, to ſhew the Splzen and Scorn, 
with which they treat all ſuch Pretenfrons. 


They 


This I. rake to be , The | Efabliſbing [4 
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They plead all for Juſtification only by 
Works. Though the Apoſtle tells us, Gal. 2. 
I6. That a man is not Juſtified by the Works 
of the Law : but by the Faith of Jeſus Chrift. 
Yea he Excludes all manner of Works, -done 
by us. 73t. 3. 5. Not by *Works of Righte- 
ouſneſs .,, which we have done. And therefore - 
what S. Fames affirms of Juſtification by any 
Works , muſt not' be underſtood of the fame 
ſort of Juſtificzrion as S. Paul pleads for. 
For as the former deals with Vain men , 
puft'd up with the ' Conceit of their Faith , 
and -making flight account of Works : When 
.all their Faith was nothing but the Know- 
ledge and Profeſſion of the Goſpel : Or a 
Notronal Aﬀent to its Truth ; and Verhal 
Boaſting of their | Believing : with which they 
took up, as Sufficient: Such a bare Specu- 
lation and Acknowledgment of Chriſt , with- 
out any care to Lzve. to him , or ro make 
the right Uſe and Benefir of him, he calls 
Dead; and reckons it for None , as to the 
Juſtifying and Saving. of the Soul : For how 
could ſuch a Faith, Fruitleſs, and no more 
than the Faith of Devils, Juſtify or Save ? 
So" (I fay) he treats of a different kind 
of Juſtification, from that which S. Paul efta- 
bliſhes : Not of the Juſtification of our Per- 
fons in the Sight of God, and before ,his 
Fudgment-Seat ; But of the Juſtification of 
our Faith in the fight of the World; and 
at the Bar of our own. Conſcrences : Where , 
(1t'sS 
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( it's true, ) Works muſt come in, to, make 
good our Pretexfions to the holy Saviour of the 
World. For though Faith Juſtifes us; yer 
Works declare us to haye that Faith : And 
though Faith is rhg, Seal of our Ju/tification 

e& Works are thE Seal of our Faztrh: And 
Faith does the buſineſs ; Bur Works Prove it to 
be done. 

And I cannot agree with ſuch , 'as, to 
Hroalidite the Credit , cf St. Paul, bring him 
in ſpeaking mggE Darkly; and not fo well 
adviſed : And*would have 5. Fames to come 
afrer, as his Tterpreter , to Help him out : 
Who. ( no doubt, ) was very well able' to 
Explain himſelf ; and rightly to Manage, 
and Apply his own Dottrine ; which he In- 
ſiſts upon ſo Stazedly., and Largely : When 
S. Fames does but touch it Col/ateraly , and 
Sparingly. And if we muſt © queſtion the 
Authority of Either; It ſhould be rather 
of the /aſt nam'd : Becauſe his Epiſtle has 
been ſometimes call'd in Dox#zt; and the 
other's never was. But I would not offer 
to Queſtion cither, as not Authentick : Nor” 
have we any Need to go that way to work; 
When they are ſo eaſy Reconciled ; and ail rhe 
Claſhing is only in Appearance. For” that 
St. Fames does not mean the Juſtification of 
our Perſons before the Lord, is to me Cevi- 
dent ; Becauſe he makes Faith tro have Lit-' 
tie or no Concern in it; which yet all thar 
hear the Scriptures, muſt own to be a Cor- 
| Canſe, 
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Cauſe, at leaſt, if not the Only Cauſe. Yea 
becauſe the Alegation which he brings in, 
Chap. 2. 23. Wouid Overthrow ail his Cauſe; 
If he intended the Juſtification in God s Sight. 
For ' The Scripture ( ſays he), was fulfiled , 
which ſaith Abraham Beli@ed, and it was Im- 
puted to 'him for Righteouſneſs. 1. &. Abraham 
obeying God , in that Difficult Service, of 
Offering yp his only Son , did make Ap- | 
pear What was ſpoken of him in that SCrt 
pture ; and gave the Evidence and Yerifica- 
tion of it; that his Faich was Imputed tg 
him for Juſtification ; Though that Juſtilica» 
tion was indeed many Teqrs before he made 
this Attempt , to Sacrifice aac; and long 
before Jſaac . was Born. And if Abraham 
was Juſtjfied Before he Wrought the Works ; 
Then he could not be Juſtified by the Works : 
Unleſs it be in ſome other Senſe of Juſtifi- 
cation. Whence ir appears , That S. Fames 
ſpeaks of - the Declarative Juſtification. And 
ſo it | is 'obſeryable, how he makes his De- 
mand ( 9Z% wi, ) Make Appear , Demon« 
firate , and Shew me thy Faith. ver. 18. Let 
me ſee ſuch Signs of it ; that in the judg- 
ment of Charzty, ( though not of Ivfallibili- 
" #y, ) I may conclude upon it ; and ſo pro- 
nounce, as the Lord did in the caſe of Abra- 
ham , Gen. 22. 12. Now ] know, that thou 
Feareſt God : Though before, the thing was 
not Latent to me ; yet now thou haft gi- 
ven a Proof and Manifeſtation of it ; 200 

| thou 
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thou haſt' not only a Form of Godlineſs , 
but the Power. And thus thy Faith is made 
PerfeR : i. e. Shewed to be ſo ; As Good Fruits 
do not Make, but they Manifeſt, the Tree to 
be Good. And thus is the word uſed, 2 Cor. 
12. 9. My Strength is made Perfeft in Weakneſs. 
For how can our Weakneſs add to God's Al- 
mightineſs ; But only 7uſtrate, and Glorify it 
the more ? 

J do inſiſt the longer here upon this ; 
Becauſe many ſeem ſo Averle to take any 
Notice of it: Bur ſtill run on to Diſprove 
the Word 6f God, in Proving , that we are 
| Juſtifiled before him by our Works. For to 
fer them up as the great Plea, on which. 
we- mean to hang all, when called ro our 
Laſt Accounts ; 'Is not only to Confute both 
theſe Apoſtles; bur to Confront the, whole 
Daitrine of the Goſpel: and very Abhor- 
rent from the Sexſe of all true Belzevers in 
the World ; eyen the very Beſ# of *em: 
Such as Job; Who though he maintain'd 
his Integrity , againſt thoſe that Calumniated 
and abus'd him ; yet before the Lord , he 
cried, How ſhould man be Fuſt with God ? 
If he will Contend with him, he cannot an- 
ſwer him one of a Thouſand. Chap. 9. 2, 3, 
And Verſes 3o, 31, 32. If I waſh my ſelf 
with Snow-water , and make my hands never 
Jo Clean; Tet ſhalt thou plunge me in the 
Ditch ; and my own Cloaths ſhall Abhor me. 
For he is not a Man, as I am; that I ſhould 

: Ap 
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Anſwer him, and we ſhould come together in 
Fudement. Chap. 40. 4, 5. Behold, I am Vile : 
What ſhall 1 anſwer thee 2 I will lay my hand 
apow my Mouth. Once have 1 ſpoken : But 1 
will not Anſwer : Tea twice, but I will pro- 
' ceed no further. And Chap. 42. 5, 6. 7 have 
heard of thee, by the hearing of the Bar : but 
now mine Eye ſees thee: Wherefore I Abhor 
my ſelf ; and Repent in Duſt and Afhss. So 
David , Ptal. 143. 11. Enter not into Tatg- 
ment with thy ſervant, O Lord; For in t 
feeht ſhall uno man Irving, be Fuſtified. And Plat. 
130. 3. If thou Lord ſhouldeſt math Iniquities, 
O Lord, who ſhall Stand > And Daniel, Chap. 
9. 7, 18. O Lord, Righteouſneſs belongs to thee : 
But to us Confaſion of faces. We preſent not 
our Supplications to thee, for our Righteouſ- 
weſſes; but for thy great Mercies. And our 
Apoſtle ,' ( if ſome do not think, he loft his 
Good Senſe, with his Good Conſcience , up- 
on his Coxverſion ; ) 1 Cor. 4. 4. I know mo- 
thing by my ſelf : Yet am. I not hereby Fuſti- 
fied. Amd Phil. 3.9. I would be found in 
Chriſt, Not having my Own Righteouſneſs. And 
Even. Whete he feems to be in a Boaſting 
humaqur,. x Cor. r5. 10. F labour d more abun- 
dantly than they a7: He preſently Corres 
himſclf: Tet not 1; but the Grace of God which 
was with me. And his Fizhting a good Fight, 
Finiſhing his Courſe , and Keeping the Faith. 
z Tin. 4. 7. What is it, bur till a Moguiſye 
ing of the ſame Grace, diſcoyer'd upon: him . 
wh an 
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and working fuch ſweet and happy Efe&ts 
in him? to Prepare him, as an Heir, for 
the Heavenly Zvberitance. ( And fo, indeed, 
as Good works and holy Qualifications. are 
fome Rays of the Divine Countenance , ſhi- 
ning on our Souls : Yea as they are fome 
of the Features of God's own Holineſs, ren- 
dring us Amiable ro him; we may take 
Pleaſure and Encouragement in 'em. ) And 
though hcreupbn , rhe Apoſtle was confidenr 
of the Crown of Righteouſneſs laid up for him : 
Yet he expected nor that Crown to be Pazd ; 
but Given, to him: From God, indeed, as 
a Righteous Fudze ; Not laying him down 
Wages deſerved for his Services ; . but dif- 
charging a Due to his own gracious Promi- 
ſes : And diſpenſing our the Largeſs flowing 
from his infinite Bounty ; yea Crowning' his 
own Work, and his own Righteouſneſs. And ſo 
that Right to the Tree of Life ; Rev. 22. 14. 'is 
not of Debt, but of Promiſe ; and the Effect 
of Chriſt's Merit; With whom we are Co-heirs ; 
only as we are the Childrex of God, by*Faith in 
Chriſt Feſus. 

And when any Holy men in Scripture, 
plead their Righteouſneſs with God ; As Pſal. 
7. 8. Judre me, O Lord, according to my 
Righteouſneſs. And Ifa. 38. 3. Remember now, 
O Lord, I beſeech thee, how I have walked 
before thee in truth, and with a perfet heart ; 
and have done that which is Good in thy fight + 


We are not tro underſtand ic of che* Juitifi- 
Cation 
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cation of their - Perſons in general ; but' of 
{ome Cauſe, or Actions, or Conduda, in par- 
ticular. And that but in Compariſon of 
their Wicked Exemies ; Berwcen whom and 
themſelves, they Appeal unto God ,. as the 


Fudge : Though they cannot bear , to. have ' 


any thing that they do Tried in the Srrif- 


eſs of his Judgment. So the Zealous Fact 


of Phineas Was counted to him for Righteouſ+ 
neſs. Pſal. 106. 31. And Rahab was Fuſtified ; 
' when ſhe had Received, and Concealed the 
Meſſengers of God. Fam. 2. 25. Not that the 
Deed, ( though neyer ſo brave, ) could of 
it -ſelf, Juſtify ſuch an 77 Woman : But it 
ſhew'd ,: rhat God had wrought a work of 
Faith and Grace in her; or elſe She could 
never have done it: For ſhe Ventur'd her 
Life im it : and ſo preferrd the Glory of 
God, and the Love of the Brethren, before 
her - own Life and Safety. So Nehemiah 
prayed , to be Remembred of God; for ſome 
good Service that he had done.-: Though at 
the ſame. time., ( as to his Perſon and his 
whole Life, ). he prayed, Spare m2, according, 
to the greatneſs of thy Mercy. Chap. 33. 22. So 
a!l the Servants: of God, that know them- 
ſelves, inſtead of Pleading Merits, and Claim- 
ing Rewards ; Acknowledge Guilt , and beg for 
Mercy. 

Bur we may ſtand Amazcd at it; and ( with 
our Apoſtle , Gal. 3.1.) ask , Who has Be- 
witched* em > Tha# any ſhould fall. from rhe 
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Grace of the Goſpel, ſo as to Yzify Chriſt 
Jeſus, and Magnify their own Works. This 
only would I learn of you , ( ſays he, ver. 2. ) 
Received ye the Spirit, by the Works of the 
Law ; or by the Hearing of Faith» Are you 
more Beholden to your Own Works, or to 
the Faith of Chriſt z Thar ſtill you deſwe 7o 
be under the Law. Chap. 4. 21. A ſtrange 
Defire ! That men ſhould Long to put their 
Necks again under the Intolerable Yoke; and 
ſeem to be Proud of the old Chains ! Like 
thoſe 7raelites ,, who in the ſame manner 
expreſs'd their Thankfalneſs, for the Deliver * 
ance out of Fgyptian Bondage ; By Murmur- 
ing , that they were not there, at the Gar- 
lick and Onions again. Strange | That rhey 
ſhould ſeek Righteouſneſs and Life, from that 
Law, which diſcovers their Nakedneſs, and 
ſtrikes them Dead / Thar they ſhould think 
to Force a Way for themſelves into . Heaven , 
y_-__ impoſſible Terms! And to be Juſliti- 
ed by ſuch Works; as God's Word tells 
us, No man living ſhall ever be Juſtified by ! 
That they ſhould ſtill Deſpiſe that gracious 
Coyenant of God in Chriſt, and hanker af- 
ter the Law, as a Covenant of Works ! 
And where they cannot come up to the 
Law, yer ( ſtill ro make it ſerve the turn 
for their Juſtification, ) rhey will bring the 
Law down to them: And ( as the Phariſees 
of old, ) they will Adulterate the ſenſe, and 
make it fo Feafible; they may be Tuftifies 
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by it ; "without hanging upon the - Satisfuti- 
en and "Righteouſneſs of Chriſt Jeſus. Like 
the many Thorſands of Fews; Acts 21. 20. that 
Believed, and were all Zealous of the Law. Put 
be rhey never ſo many, ahd never fo Zealons, 
The Apoſtle Eid not matter their Numbers, 
nor "their Zeal ; Which he fays, was mot ace, 
cording to Knowledge. Rom. 10. 2. But he 
roundly concludes, Rom. 3. 28. That a man 
is Tuftified by Faith ; without the deeds of *the 
Law. Thoſe Deeds ( according to him, ) 
have no Efflciency in the Juſtihcarion of a 
Sinner , before the God of Heaven. And 
fo ſawh our Church, ( Serm. of Salvar. ) | No 
man can by his Own Atts works and deeds , 
{ feem they never ſo Good, ) be Fuſtified, antl 
" made Righteous before God. But every man, of 
- neceſſity , is Conſtrained , to Seek Another Righ- 
feouſneſs or Juſtification ; to be receivd at 
God's own Hands. } And what is that , but 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt Imputed 2 For *tis 
in Him, that God Reconciles the World unto 
himſelf; not Imputing their Treſpaſſes to them. 
2 Cor. V. 19. But Saving them from the Mq- 
{edition of the Law ; for the Satisfation made 
by his Son : that Satisfaction made by his 
Death ; which therefore in this buſineſs , 1s 
chiefly reſpe&ted by our Fairh. And thongh 
we Believe in our Commanding Lord, to'Fol- 
low him : Yet 'tis in our Dying Savzour , 
that we Believe, to be Juſtificd by him. And 
Faith makes us Righteous before God ; hc 
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thus bringing us into the poſſeſſion FF. Chri/t's 
Righteoutnets. Which becomes Ours , by an 
a&t of Divinc Grace. And:io according to thar 
of S. Bernard, Man's Righteouſneſs is God's Th+ 

ence : Not a thing which he works"by any 
Doings of his Ows ; but which he receives by 
Favour iron Above. | 

Yer this - Doctrine will not. be endured 
by them, that are ſtil} for Patching up- a 
Righteouſneſs of their Qws ; todo the work, 
for their Juſtification : And will not-be-\bear- 
en out of it, but That ſuchi\Tasks as they 
perform ; and ſuch Aardzef as: they Impoſe 
upon themſelyes , and ſuch. a- Life as they 
tad, muſt needs accompliſh the buſineſs; 
to bring 'em off as Clever '-ag can be. Ler 
Chriſt ſtand by the while\; and do but make 
them a Lane : And you ſhall ſee rhefw Hi 
lo exccllently ; That . you cannor but @wn, 
They deferye the Prize. So do they Swell 
with the Corcezt of their Own Services ; as 
if they ſhould not only make Amvnis tor 
all their S$ixzs ; but Ozl/zge God to: Save their 
Souls. Such a high Rate do they put up» 
on their Doings ; that they 7ru/# to them, 
more than they do to their Saviour. And 
he ſhall only have the Name ; Buc che Works 
they look' upen, as their. Real Saviours. In- 
ſtead of throwing down all at his Feet ; and 
Looking for Juſtification and Acceptance only 
upon his Account : He is Laſt thought of, ang 
Leaſt of all Regarded , in all the — 
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And if pSflible, They will Shift, and do the bu: 
ſineſs without him.. oF wn, þ; 
- This is the Pelagianiſm; born and bred'in 
the 'Corrupt: Nature-of every Lapſed Sinner. 
And where they deſerve to be Damned ; yet 
they are Challenging to be Saved: And think 
themſelyes and their Doings fo Confiderable ; 
That 'they wonder: God” takes no 'more 'No- 
tice of *em. Na. 58. 3. Wherefore have we Faſt- 
ed , ( ſay they; ) 'and thou" ſeeſt 'yot > Where- 
fore "have: we Aﬀiifted: our Soul, and "thou ta- 
teſt ' no: knowledge > "They think themſelyes 
Forgotten ; ' or- not Attended according ro 
their high Merits -+ and begin ' ro be : Angry 
and Quarrel; if Heaven be 'not paid them 
down. as the *due- Deſert of: their *Works : 
and not 'as the :Parchaſe of the Blood of 
And herein ſome "that are called Protze- 
ftants, ſeem- yet to be more Antichriſtias than 
Papiſts : i. e. Greater Oppoſers of the ' Righ- 
 teouſneſs of Chrift; and more haughty Deſpi- 
ſers of his Merits and SatisfaQtion , in the 
buſineſs of their own Juſtification and Salva: 
tion : Taking their Own Works' to be $4- 
tisfaftory enough; without any Satisfation of 
his at all. And one would think then, their 
Works ſhould be ſome very Wonderful Works j 
That they ſo Stick to 'em, and Lean upon 
'em, and Rate themſelyes by 'em. When, ] 
alas, there's nothing to be diſcerned in 'em, 
aboye thoſe of their ordinary Neighbours, 
. * T's 
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Yea ſome that make ſuch a Noiſe and 
Cracking of their Probity and Works, come 
exceedingly Short of = others ,*- whom they 
ſo Superciliouſly Diſdain , and cry out of ; 
for . plucking, up all Good Works by the 
Roots. And after all the Do that they make, 
to Eſtabliſh their Own Righteouſneſs; The 
Attempr is moſt Silly, and Wicked, and Dan- 
gerous. 


T. It is a moſt Sily Attempt. Not only 
to Set up that, which really they have not : 
All their Righteouſneſs, when ir comes un- 
der a ſtrict Examination, being even Nothire ; 
or not worth the ſpeaking of : Not only 
Defeftive, but Polluted : And, ( it may be, ) 
hardly ſo much , as the Righteouineſs of 
the Scribes and Phariſees. A PitifuÞ buſineſs, 
for men to trouble the World fo much, in 
Diſputing and Contending for | But it is-'to 
aim at Cnfeafible things : Wherein they are 
perpetually Baffled; and can make nothing 
of it. So faith the Apoſtle.,, of thoſe here 
under Cenſure : Rom. 9. 31. Iſrael which fol- 
lowed after the Law of Righteouſneſs, has not 
Attained to the Law of RighteouſnefS. They 
were hard in the Purſuit, ( Awwr, ) Tugging 
at_it, all their days: And yet it would ne- 
ver do. And he tells where they. mils'd it ; 
and how they Miſcarried; next ver. Wherefore ? 
How came it to paſs, that they were 1o 
wretchedly Diſappointed 2 Why , becauſe they 
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ſaught it mot 'ly Faith; but by the Works of 
rhe Law. They were reſolved to Few it out 
of their Own" Doings : Though that would 
not, do. And they would not be perſuaded 
ro Look unto Feſus by Faith, 'to help them 
Out. 

And yet till, How thick do vain men 
follow *em here? And will never take Warn- 
ing: but Build their Caſtles in the Air ; and 
be:tow all their Labour in vain: To ſeck 
the Living among' the Dead; and rich Oar, 
among heaps of Duff, and Dirt, and Rotten- 
vefs. . For before they are made Alive to 
God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ; Alas, 
all tner very Beſt Works , what are they 
better than Dead Works ; and ſuch as S. Pad 
cal's Loſs wnd Dung? And yet this is the 
worthy Sruft, about which they - keep ſuch a 
Pother ; In which they ſo much Confide and 
Glory ; And upon which, - they ſo Erect their 
Plames, and Advance themſelves ; and call 
the Righteouſneſs of our Lord Imputed, ( in 
| great Scorn, ) 4 Putative Righteouſneſs ; yea, 
Cant, and Mummery : And the Faith in our 
Lord s Satisfattion , nothing hut a Sandy-Forn- 
dation. And nothing is more ſtudiouſly Load- 
.ed with a!l their Diſgrace ; than that only 
Refuge, which all men in their Wits, will at 
laſt, be glad to Fly to: Priding and Jufti- 
tying themfelves in the Filthy Rags ; which 
are Abomination in the fight of God. Luke 
'+IG. 15. : And making but, a Mock of the 0n- 
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ly thing in the World that ſhould Save 'er ; 
And {till ſo yoid of good Scenic, as to Mi- 
ſtake the Covenant of Grace, for a Coye- 
nant of Works : Whenas they are 1o widely 
Different, That the yoice 'of the one is, Do 
this and Live: And the voice of the other , 
Believe, and thou ſhalt be Saved. They will 
by all means, be under the Covenant of 
Works : None can keep 'em off it. And 
there they keep the Clutter, to fer up that 
Righteouſneſs ; which no man ever» did, or 
ever ſhall, find. ſufficient. When after all, The 
Gayeſt of *em is not Arrayed like one of 
the humble Likes ; rhat neither 7oil nor Spin, 
to Weave an impoſſible Web, ( Spider-like,. ) 
out of their own Bowels. Thus the Fea!,/þ 
Virgins may make a Floariſh with their Lamps : 
Though when the Bridegroom comes , The 
Oy] will be Wanting ; That Grace Which now 
they do not think worth the Providing ; 
Nay that Grace of the Goſpel , -winch they 
put from *:m;z and will not Admit ot it; 
Becauſe their own Righteouſneſs mutt be thrown 
down, for this Grace ro be Set A4bave it. 
Thus the God of this World Blinds the eyes 
of them that Believe not. 2 Cor. 4. 4 And 
,though. they ſo ſtand in their own Light, 
to Rejeftt the. only Saviour: Yet they thin}. 
they do well in it: and are very Confident 
in the Deluſion: However our- Apoſtle La- 
bours to Convince the World, Thar it is 
of Faith, and wot of Works : Still they go 
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on to Contradit ; and are as Flat and Pe- 


remptory in it, That it is of Works, and not of ' 
Faith. 


+ II. This Attempt of Eſtabliſhing their Own 
Righteouſneſs , 'is no leſs Wicked: than Silly. 
"Tis a Confronting. the plain” Declarations of 
the. Goſpel £5 As: if. nothing at all had been 
{aid ; or they Car'd for neyer a word that 
our Lord ſpeaks, to throw down all Confi- 
dence in the Righteouſneſs of Works ; and to ' 
put men'out of it ; to take Shelter in the 
Righteouſneſs of Faith. How do they Deſpiſe 
the Wiſdom of God, in this gracious Method 
oF Salyation, by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus ? And 
Reſiſt the' Authoriry of God, When he Com- ' 
mands 'em to Believe in the Name of hu Son , 
ro the Saving of the Soul > How do they ' 
Trample the Son of his Love, whom he gave 
to.. Dye, as the Propitiation for our Sins ; 
And nor count him Worthy to be Relied on 2 
— Though he ſays, Thar Believing in him, ſhall | 
' ſecure us from Periſhing ; and help us to 
Life Everlaſting. John 3. 16. Yet they dare | 
not 7ruft to that ; But think their Own Works 
are more to be Truſted to: And that they 
have a Better Srring to their Bow. And fo,, 
like the ' Phariſees , Luke 7. 30. They Rejet 
the Counſel of God againſt themſelves ; And will 
have it their Ows way ; whatever he has faid 
in his Word: If it do not jump with their 
Pre-conceptions , and the Syſtems that they have - 
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fram'd in their heads ; It's all one to them, 
as if it had never becn ſaid. The Bread which 
came down from Heaven, to give Life unto the 
World, They ſet at naught ; To feed upon 
the 7raſh of their Own Imaginations : 'And 
Tread under foot the Son of Ged: and do Des 
ſpight to the Spirit of Grace ; in {ctting up a 
Paganiſh Religion, above all the Goſpe/ Reve- 
lation. - And whom God hath ſent to make 
| Reconciliation for Iniquity; and to bring in 
Everlaſting Righteouſneſs ; Dan. 9. 24.. . And to 
Put away Sin, by the Sacrifice of Himſelf ; Heb. 
9. 26. Him they have little Refpe# to ; Bur 
run on With their old Rumble , 'of attaining 
Happineſs , even in the fame way, as the 
Ethnic Philoſophers taught. As if they had 
better Light and [uformation- from them ; 
than from all the Revelation of Feſus Chriſt - 
And look upon all that. he has Introduced 
afterwards, as Supervacaneows ; and they could 
do eyen as well without it. For it is but 
ro Lead an Honeſt, Sober, and Good Life : 
And that they knew well enough withour. 
.Book : If he had ſaid nothing to 'em in his 
Goſpel. But as to their Believing him the 
only Begotten Son of God ; Yea Jelus Chriſt , 
over all God Bleſſed for ever; And that we 
have Redemption through his Blood, even the 
Forgiveneſs of Sins, according to the Riches of 
his Grace. Eph. 1. 5. And that he was made 
Sin for us, that we might be made the Righ- 


teouſneſs of God in him. 2 Cor. V. laſt yer. In 
theſe, 
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theſe, and ſuch like My/ical matters of Faith, 
They Leave him , and defire to be Excaſed j 
and would be left to the Latirudinarian Lis- 
berty, and. not [wpes'd upon.: 4 e. Let him 
ſay what he will ; They'll Believe what thejp 
Taft. And fo not only Socirus, or Creflins ; * 
But Socrates, or Epiftetus, is more their Ma- 
fter, than Chriſ# Jeſus. And what more In- 
prudent , Blaſphemous Uſage of the ' Bleſſed , 
Saviour of the World ; Than fo to fly in 
his Face ; inſtead of Believing in his Name 2 
And if not downright Dexying, yet ſo rude+ 
ly Handling the Lord that Bought them : For 
which we muſt leaye him to deal with them ; 
when he ſhall come to call ſuch his Enemzes to 
Account, as would not he ſhould Reign over 'em ; 
nor give the Law of Faith, as well as of Works, 
to Em. | 


N. This Eſtabliſhing their own Righteouſ- 
neſs, is as Dangerous and Deſtraftive- ro them- 
ſelves; as it is Silly and Ungodly in ir ſelf. 
For thus do they turn themſelves out of all 
the Bleſſed Benefits, which come by the Res, 
deemer of the World. Seeing Chriſt is of no - 
Effet to them , whoſoever are Tuſtified by the 
Law : They are fallen from Grace. Gal. V. 4. 
Why, what if they be > They may hope to do 
as well- without Grace ; If they have but the 
Moral Works. Sit Anima mea cum Philoſophis. 
(In a ſenſe worſe than Averroes 'usd it, ). 
They may wiſh themſelyes wich the old Phi- 
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loſophers ; not ſo much to Eſcape the Scan- 
dalous Lives, as the Cnintelligible Faith, of 
Chriſtians. The Gextiles Divinity is even*® as 
Wholeſome to them as the Goſpel. Nay they 

d more Edification in the -honeſt Sexeca ; 
than in this Myſtery-monger, S. Paul. There 
they Learn the brave, noble Reſolution, enough 
to make their Worthy Good man. ( Upum 
Bomum tibi fidere. ) Not to hang and depend 
' on any other ; but Confide and Truſt to thy 
ſelf only. To Live all upon their own Stock, 
That's the Happy Life. But O how will 
they get into. thar Life Erernal ; where nene 
but the Righteous ſhall Enter > Why , They 
are Righteous , Square, and Upright: And 
that's enough for them, Bur I doubt, they 
will not find it enough, to make them a 77- 
tle to the Kingdom of Heaven : into which 
ſhall in no wiſe enter any thing that Defiles. 
Rev. 21. laſt Yer. And is their Righteouſ- 
neſs without Deflement 2 Ler them think as 
well as they will of themſelves : I cannor 
think it's better with them, than with thoſe 
. People of God , that complain'd , 7a. 64. 6. 
We are all as au Unclean thing ; And all our 
Righteouſneſſes are as filthy Rags. And then 
where will they be, if they have no Better, 
than a Filthy Righteouſneſs ; and never a Ho- 
ly Saviour, with his White Rayment, to Cover 
the Shame of their Nakedneſs 2 Rev. 3. 18. 
He Counſels to Buy it of Him. But. whe- 
ther they will be Contented fo ro do, I can- 
not 
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not tell. Their old Principle, ( it's: doubt, ) 
will lead them another way to Work : Net- 
ther to 'Buy , nor Borrow ; Nor any. way to 
fetch ir from Chriſ# Jeſus : Who alone can }; 
preſent 'em , without Spot 'and Blemiſh , Eph. 
V. 27. But only to Cloathe themiesves with 
ſomewhart that is Zome-Spun; A Righteouſneſs 
made of their Own Works. z.'e. ( as the-Apoſtle 
expreſſes it, ) "They'll go about to Eftabliſh their 
Own Righteouſneſs. wy 59 

And then, when the Lord ſhall come, and 
find them no better Clad : However they may 
Pride it in ſuch Apparel; I would not be 
found in their Coat, for all the World. Q. 
at whart- a fearful Loſs will they be , when | 
all that ſhall utrerly 'Fail 'em ; wherein alone 
they did put their. 7ryſf2 O in what a Caſe 
will they be, to Appear before the Zoly ' 
: Fudge, in none but Filthy Rags ? In what Pre- 
paration , to enter the Place of Everlaſting 
Purities : when they. were neyer Waſh'd and ' 
Cleans'd 'in the Blood of the Lamb of God; 
Nor would ever be Perſuaded and Prevail d ' 
with, to take that Courſe: But Truſted on- 
ly to the poor matters , that they did for 
themſelves : And looked no. further than the 
Tatterd, Blemiſhd Righteouſneſs of their. 
Own ? | | 

O may they conſider this, who have hi- 
therto been ſetting up their Reſt, in Warks 

Righteouſneſs, which they have done. ( Though 
the Lord knows , what pitiful wretched Srafp 
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that is: And be well advisd, to look our 
yet further : before -:it be roo ' Late ;/ that 
they may be berter Furniſhed ! Or elſe, what 
wrong Will the Lord: do them, to zake them, 
even as he finds them ; and let them eat of 
the Fruit of their. Own way, and be filled with 
their own Devices 2 Prov. 1. 31: If he Leave 
them under the Firſ# Covenant of Works ; 
where themſelyes: deſired to be : They have 
but their own Choice. And in the dreadful 
Day. of Judgment, If he lay all their Sins 
upon their ows Score; And afford: them not 
a Drop of that: Blood of Chriſt; which they 
Diſdained. to apply, for the raking off any : 
How can they complain of Hard Dealing 2 
Though they bear their Si», and Shame , 
and Smart for ever ? *For they - have fix'd 
upon :the Firſt Covenant ; where there is 
no Mediator : and , None they would have. 
No, They car'd not for him : But reckon'd 
- do well enough; though they never had 
I +5 
And when we are Accepted, only in the Be« 
loved : And in him, they thought, there was 
no 'Need for them to be-found : O whac 
Acceptance can they expe&t at laſt} And 
what Advocate, to Plead their Cauſe 2 When 
their Covenant requires Perfe Righteouſ- 
neſs; And they have no ſuch thing in 
em: And yet for want of it, The Con- 
demnation will be Ju/# upon 'em. For God 
deals with 'em, but upon their own Tons 
| An 
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And when he iwpures their Sins, and Res: 
jefts' their ' Services, and Reprobates their 
Perſons : And there's no Surety to rake up: | 
the matter ; No Chrif to Skreen them from 
the 'Wrath to come + Why, all this they have 
pulld upon their own Aeazs : And 'ris no 
more than 'they had reaſon to Look for; . 
Thar rhe infimte Scors which they did caſt 
upon the Redeemer of God's providing, ſhould; 
Recoil, and for'eyer Lye upon themſelves : And 
that they who would Eftablifh their own Righ- 
zeouſneſs, and Abide by it ; ſhould take what 
came of it: and be never the better for the: 
Saviour ; whom they would never Betake 
themſelves ro, nor Repoſe ail their 7ruf# 
in him. 

O take heed, Sirs, That you fin.not againſt 
your own Souls, tn Sinning ſo againſt all the 
rich Grace of the 'Goſpel ; That you Refuſe 
nor the beſt Ofer, that ever' can be made, - 
of Righteouſnets and Salvation, : by the Grace 
and Fiith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. For how 
ſhall you Eſeape , if you Neglett ſo great Sal- 
vation > Heb. 2. 3. There is the Laff Ren 
fuge; And there remains mo more Sacrifice 

r Sin. If you fail here, you Loſe af; 
and are gone for ever , paſt all hope of 
Help. ) 


Yet, Lord , what a Leaves is there in 
Corrupt Nature ; Thar will be | Zeaxving and 
Rifing againſt this Method, of Pafling by your 
Own Righteouſneſs ; To lay all your ' Expe- 
: Qation 
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cation and Salyation , upon the Righteouſ- 
neſs of another'> Bur neye#do you fear to 
take the way of God's Opening to you ; 
The way that he Commands to be taken by 
you. O be more Aﬀeaid of Loſing your 
Share in the Everlaſting Benefit : And ſup- 
preſs and beat down every Croſs Jmagina- 
ton , that exalts it felf- aboye this W7#- 
dom of God ; that has fo Provided in Chriſt 
Jeſus , for the Salvation -of the- poor Sinful 
World. | 

If where Sin has Reixned unto Death, God 
will haye Grace Reign through Righteouſneſs 
unto Eternal Life, by Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Rom. V. laſt Ver. Q let it fo Reign: And 
do yon Rejoice in it: And greatly. Blef 
him for ir. And withſtand not the Com- 
fort, rhe Heavenly Hope, the Everlaſting 
Corfolation, which this brings to every Be- 
lieving Soul. O do not, what in- you 
lies, Fruſtrate the Dearh of Chriſt, and your 
own beſt Evidence for Eternal Life , borh 
together. For if Righteouſneſs come by the Law, 
then Chriſt is "Aye; in vain. Gal. 2. laſt Yer. 
And if the Satisfaftion made by his Death, 
do not Eſtabliſh a Righreouſreſs , on which to 
" ground your ſure ' Hopes of - BlefſednefS - T 
know not how any Righteouſneſs of your 
Own will eyer be able to bear that Superſiru- 
ture. 

O 'tis not in your ſelves, Sirs , But 7» 
the Lord, that you have Righteouſneſs; And 


i 
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in him ſhall all the Seed of Iſrael be FJuſtified, 


and ſhall Glory. I. 45. 24, 25- And 'tis not 
by any Obedience , of your Sinful Selves ; 
but by the Obedience of God's Holy One , 
that you are to be made Righteous; ( thus 
Righteous .in his ſight. ) Rom. V. 19. Ne- 
yer-dare then to ſtand a 7rial in the Court 
of the Law: For there you'll be ſure to 


be Caſt and Loft. But Repair and fly &v the. 


Chancery of the Goſpel : And take *Santua- 
ry under the Coyert of the Lord your Righ- 


teouſueſs and your ' Redeemer. O catch hold - 


of the Horns of that Altar : And let nothing 
pluck you thence : But there ſer up your 
Reſt : And the Life which you now Live, let 
it be, by the Faith of the Son of. God ; that 
Loved you, and Gave himſelf for you. Gal. 2.20. 
And let not the Works done by you , But 
Chriſt in .you , be your Hope of Glory. Qol. 
I. 27. Nor let any thing of your Own, or 
any thing elſe in .the World, be ſo much 


your Rejoicing, as that, Ia. 61. 10. ] will 


greatly Rejoice in the Lord: My Soul ſhall be 
Foyful in my God. For he hath Cloathed me 


with the Garments - of Salvation ; He hath .Co- © 


ver'd me with the Robe of Righteouſneſs. There's 
the Decus & Tutamen, indeed : And that's a 
Cloathing Compleat ; which will both 4dors 
you, and Secure you, Ir will make you Ea- 
ſy and Comfortable now ; and Glori- 
ous and Blefſed for ever. . And then inſtead 


of Eſtabliſhing ' your own Rizhteouſneſs ; youy 
| c 
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be Eſtabliſhed 'on ſo ſure a Fowrdation ; where 
you ſhall never be put to Confuſion. Bur be kept 


through Faith to. Salvation : And enjoy the 
Bleſſed End of your Faith, in all the Endleſs 


Joys of Everlaſting Life. Fo EY 
The Third Obſervation. * 


What a Hindrance is Pride to their Happiz 
neſs ; who ſtand upon their Own 7erms ; and 
will »ot Submit to the Righteouſneſs of God >» They 


4 will nor have it in Zis Way : And they ſhall 


not haye it, in their Own. 


| Have mot Submitted theniſelves. |] No 
here it ſtuck with the Fews. They could 
not bring themſelves ro it. It ſeem'd roo 
great a Condeſcention and Abaſement ; For 
them, who Gloried ſo much in their Law; 
as Written with the Finger of God; To go 
and ſeek their Fuſtification any where eliei 
And' as much goes it (till againſt the Grain 
with ſuch as Dote upon thie 'great Dta- 
na, their Reaſon; And think there can be 
nothing Superior to that Law ; which the 
ſame ' God has Tvſcrib'd on. the Tables | of 
their Hearts. To be Convine'd; That this will 
not do : But they muſt Stoop to. a New 
Remedy, to Help them.” out : Here Pride of 
their own Natural Szock, - makes 'em ſo Stiff j 
and Stand ir out, even to the Dearth, agaiaſt | 
any thing that ſhall come to Filamble and 

F pull 
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66 
pull them down, from the -high Opinion 
that they have of Themſelves. This they 
make the Hideous Outcry againſt 5 as a De- 
fign to Un-man them, and to Rob them, 
even of Themſelves. If the Gofpel comes ta 
caſt down ( Aoy154sc, ) their Reaſonings, or 
Fmaginations ; and every High thing, that Ex- 


\ 


| alts it ſelf againſt the Knowledge of God; and] 


10 bring into | Captivity every Thought to the 


Obedience of Chrift.,/2 Cor. X. 5. They are | 
relolyed to keep their Mayly Perfection ; and | 


Thank 'ye heartily , They will nor ſo tame- 


Li 


ly Part with their Natural Accomplithments: 
which are not: only their Treaſure, but their 
Glory. If S. Paul and the reſt of 'the Apw 
' ftles, ( Poor deluded Creatures | ) would be 
ſuch Fools for Chriſt; 1 Cor. 4, 10. Yet they 
| Have no mind to take that courſe , to learn 
_ Wiſdom , which he preſcribes ; Chap. 3. 18. 
IF any man among you ſeems to be Wiſe in 
this World, Let him become a Fool , that he 
may be Wiſe. The Wiſdom 'of this World, 
( chough it be no better than Fooliſhneſ 
with God, ver. 19. ) It makes Head. againſt 
God's way of Saving Sinners ; and” counts it 


but a | Silly Contrivatce ; Even the Fooliſbneſ 


of God. Chap. 1. 25. And the World , with 
all its Wiſdom, knows uot God, ver. 21. 3. te. 
Nor in the right Savizz manner. Though 
they know enouvph from his Creation , ' tO 
Eeaye -them: without Excuſe. Rom. 1.20. Yet 
they become” Vain in their Imaginations ; ny 
Fer 
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their fooliſh Heart is Darkned. ver. 21, And 


« they will not Vouchlafe ro Learn the Know- 


ledge of God, from his Word; Nor to know 
God in Chrift, Reconciling the World to him- 
Jelf ; and not Imputing their Treſpaſſes unto 
'em. 2 Cor. V. 19. Nor to Know Chriſt Jc- 
ſus, made of God unto us, Wiſdorr, and Righ- 
teouſneſs, and Sandtlification , and Redemption. 
L Cor. 1. 30. Though this be the moſt Ma- 
terial and beſt of all Knowledge, that ever 
they can atrain to; which the great and 
Learned Apoſtle was ſo 'taken with ; that 
he Determined to Know nothing elſe among 


- that people ; hut Feſus Chriſt, and him Cru« 


cified. x Cor. 2. 2. And counted all things 
but Loſs, for the Excellency of the Knowledge 
bf Chriſt Jeſus his Lord. Phil. 3. 8. And a 
branch of this Knowledge there he makes « 
to be, the Knowing of ſuch a Righteouſneſs, 
as comes by the Faith of Chriſt. Yer ncither 
this X»owledge, nor this Riehteouſuefs will 
down with them: Becauſe their School of 
Nature does not teach it: They ftand up 
therefore to Oppole it: And inftead of Suþ- 
mitting to it, They perk above it; and by 


all means would Batter it down ; as not fit to 


Jabſiſt, or be mentioned in the World : Unlels 

with the utmoſt Scorn and Defiance. | 

- And here ſome of our Refiners, that may 

think themſeives much dilparaged , ro be 

Coupled with Quakers, yer ſhew that they 

are not at ſuch a mighty Diſtance , but they 
F 2 tar 
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can lovingly fhake hands together. For what 


the one call Reaſon , the orher call The Light 
within : Whereby they mean in efte ,” rhe 


ſame thing ; which both of '*em ſer up above 


the. Chriſt without : Not only to FYye with 
him, bur to Over-top, and ſo Exclude him. And 
ſo Lean to their own Underſtandings ; and ſo 
Abide by their own Imaginations ; as to Con- 
troul his holy Word, inſtead of being Controwed 
by it. 


Now Pride keeps men off from Submitting : 


to' the RighteouſneſS of God, 1. Becauſe they 
will not be ſo Beholden to ' another. 2. Be- 
cauſe they have too High a Concex of their 


Own Righteouſneſs. And 3. Becauſe they have ' 


Ya 
o 
} 


not Thoughts Low enough of their Sinful - 


Wretchedneſs. 


I. They are trfot for Submitting to the Righ-. 
teouſnſs of God, out of Pride; which will 
not ſuffer *em to be ſo Beholdex to Another. 
To go out of Themſelves ; and Fetcly home * 
Righteouſneſs from one, whom ( it may be, ) 


they look upon bur as their Fe/low-Creature; 
This is ſuch a Poor, Precarious fort of Li- 


ving ; as they count exceedingly Below 'em. 


To be made the Righteouſneſs of God in Chriſt; 
2. Cor. V. laſt Yer. And to be Perfet , only 
threugh the Comelineſs that he puts upon us; 
To be Deckt with Borrowed Plumes ; and 
not Accepted, but in the Beloved ; Eph. _ 6. 

0 
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To be Fuſtified by Faith in him. AQts 13. 39. 
And Believing, to have Life through his Name ! 
Fob. 20. laſt Ver. All this looks pitiful Szeak- 
ing, for men of Parts, and men of Worth ; 
So to Degrade themſelves ; and become ſuch 
Underlings, to they know not whom. If 
now and. then -any of 'em, Bow the Head, 
in a cuſtomary Formality, to the Name of 
Jeſus :. Yet they are not for ſo Bowing their 
Souls, to the Righteouſneſs of Jelus ; and ro 
be found in him, having the Righteouſneſs , 
which is through the Faith of Chriſt. i. e. the 
Righteouſneſs of God. Phil. 3. 9. But as Herod, 
and his men of War, {zt our Saviour at 
naught, and mocked him; when Arrayed in 
Another's Coat: Luke 23. 11. So theſe Myr- 
midons make but a Feſ# of one Cloathed in 
that White Rayment , which the Lord Coun- 
fels us-to get of him. Like as a Proud 
Gentleman, though Decayed , Infiſts ſtill upon 
his Quality ; And this and the Cother he 
Scorns ; and would keep up his Port, and 
be as Great as ever : When yet ( Poor man, ) 
he has nothing to Support and Maintain 
the Dignity. And ſo but®makes himſelf the 
more Contemptible; In Refuſing the Helps 
which he might have ; and Aiming at the 
High things, which he can make nothing 
of, Juſt ſtuch Wiſe Gentlemen in Religion 
are they, that yalue themſelyes upon the 
' Pedigree and Endowments of their Rational 
Nature, ( however Sunk and YV7tiated ; ) And 
| | F 3 will 


70 Stbmiſſſon ko the 
wil be ſo much Mey, that they cannot find: | 
in theic hearts to. be Chriſt;zans. Becauſe they 
will be Z:dependent upon Jeſus Chrift > And' 
ſo ſet up for Themſelves ; that they need" 
not. Truckle to him. No, They -would not- : 
liave you think, that ir is yer ſo. Low wittt 
cn; To come Labouring and Heavy Laden 
wo him; and to- caſt 'their Burfen uport 


him. 'He came ta Seek and to Save the Loft. | 


True, But they: are none of zhoſe. ' He ſhall 
ſtay for their. Submiſffon ; Till they think it 
time to Acknowledge that. ' And they ſhall 
ſtay for his Salvation ; till they do' come down; 
ſo to See, and Own it. 'For ſuch Rzch ones, 
io. Full of Themſelves, he ſends Empty away ; 
And .Scorns the proud Beggars ; as much. as: 
they Scorn the oxly Saviour. He chuſcs the' 
Poor of this World, Rich in Paith. Jam: 2. 5. 
Which to themg@is ſuch a kind of Fanciful 
Wealth, as only ſerves them, to make them- 
ſelves: Merry with. - The Poor i# Spirit he 
pronounces: Bleſſed ; and ſure of his Xingdom: 
Mat. V. 3. Bur theſe - Over-weening - Admi- 
rers of themſelves,.are too High-ſpirited, to 
take the Kingdom "of Heaven, as his Sole 
Purchaſe ,' and God's Free Gifr. They will 
not be ſo Baſe ,'to Wear jr, till they haye 
Wor it. They are fo High and Lofty , to | 
Soar up, and' Fly upon it, by the Strength 

of .their own Noble -Facul7zes. © And then what 
need to Miſs the Son; and all this Cringin 
fo. Jeſus Chriſt? Faith is the Abaſing , nd, 
TY 4 . T "—_ 74h ; Self- 
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Self-Emptying Grace : that ſends us away , 
out of our. ſelves, to the Lord our Righte- 
ouſneſs. Jer. 23. 6. Therefore he that will 
not give his Glory to Axother , will yet Truſt 
it to Faith ; rather than to any thing clle; 
_that is in us. For *tis a Receiving from 
without ; Receiving Chriſt Feſus the Lord; And 
Receiving the Atonement , and Abundance of 

Grace , and of the Giſt of Righteouſneſs, by 
' him, and from him. "Tis the poor empty 
Pitcher, that we carry, to be Repleniſh'd our 
of his Infinite Fulveſs: Our Looking to Jeſus ; 
. As the Jraelites to the Brazen Serpent 5 Our 
Coming to Chriſt, who Calls us to him ; and 
Flying for Refuge,” to the Hope ſet before us. 
Heb. 6. 18. Being made Righteous by the-Obedi- 
ence of Another, Rom. V. 19. Another Fulfilling 
the Law for us, and in us, And this our Faith 
is Imputed to as, for Righteouſneſs ; as Abra- 
ham's was. Rom. 4. 24. But the Imputation of 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs to us for our Fuſtif- 
Cation ; | 

"Tis ( Fzda, Execranda , Pernitioſa , © Dete» 
Banda ; ) A Filthy, Curſed , Baneful, Abomi- 
nable Doctrine, Saith Socinus. The man was 
ſo full of Bitterneſs and Yengeance , againlt 
the only Way of his Salvation ; He pours out, 
as if he knew not what to ſay Bad enough 
- 

And hence. we may Learn, At what Foun» 
tain the wild Se# among us have been dab- 
bling ; When JF. P. and G. WW. ( in the Seri» 
F 4 _. 
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PIT) Apology » PÞ-.148.). Prowounce in the name © 


of the Lord, Fuſtification ty the Righteouſneſs 
which Chrift fuljled in his own Perſon for us, 


wholly without us, to be the Doftrine of De- 


vils, and an Arm of the Sea of Corruption, 
which does now Deluge the whole World. Such 


Y 


Blaſphemy cannot. be leſs: Harſh and Hideous * 
1n all. Belieyers/Ears ; thgn this. kind of Ju | 
Pification was in theirs. But when gre theſe ' 


\ Exalters. of themſelves like to come down 


out of their Altitudes , to fetch in Righte- 


ouſneis from Avother, Though it be from the 


Son of God himſelf z However the Scriptures 
ell ys of the Ubſearchable Riches of Chriſt, 

Exb.:3.8, All the, Iyſcrurability. to them. is , 
That they know not + what to make of ſuch 
Treaſures: "od though che ſame Scriptures 
draw "us ro the great, Author and Finiſher 
of 'our Fapth; and throw us uþon him, as 


our es and 'our AZ; I" whow dwells al 


Fulnefs. Col . 2: Ig. Yet to come unto Chriſt, - 


as Poor Bankrapts , that have nor a Mite of } 


opr pn; Ip . us Good thing , to _ Retom- 
mend us unto God ;' But Expotting all from 
Hiw ;. Te $ is the guiſe of Faith and Fumi- 
ws 3 o. confeſs we are Unclean, and Weak, 

, and Dead; And thar Chriſt is 
_ ana >B , our Strength, our Savis 
bur, 'and our Redeemer ; *'yea that we arc 


Worſe than Nothing , without him ; and that | 
we” have all things giver vs-only With him,, 


4. him ; Fs And. whep bh iS not 'our Frees' 


$I 6. 4+ $4 x Wilt 
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1/1, but his Free. Grace , thar makes us to 
Differ : How ill will it beſeem-us, to Arre- 
gate the Glory of our Lord. to oe Fd 
But ) O when will they ſo Magn 

and as Rev. V. 12. Think: the | ny; 

to Receive all Glory; and in all. things to 

the Pre-eminence ; Wy arc Sn ro Side 
with the Maleyolent Fafions of proud Re- 
bels ; that would ſpoil him of his Dezty, 
his Dominion, his Satisfaftion, and his Righ- 
teouſneſs; as the Meritorious 'Cauſe of our 
Juſtification 3 2 Of whoſe Righteouſneſs in this 
Caſe, and of 'that Only, al his humble Re- 
tainers do make mention ; and take all their 
Happineſs, as Purchaſed by him ; and not 
at all Deſerved by them. Bur this the Ene- 
mies of Grace, and the Underyaluers of Chrift 
Feſus will neyer endure : Becauſe it ſpoils 
all the Glorying and Triumph. in+ any thing 

" of their Own ; ; Whereof they are (till ſo Fond 
go have it in Admiration above all. And 
. thus 


II, Pride- hinders mens Submitting to the 
Rightcouſneſs of God ; By the High Concert 
they have of their Own Righteouſneſs : As 
& which they thiak may paſs very well, 
and ſerve the turn, without Looking any 
furrher. Chriſt's' Righteouſneſs, which is com- 
pleatly Perfe# , they put away from 'em :: 
Hut their Own , they would bave Imputed to 
£m, as Perfect ; mark is ſa extremely or 

O 
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of Perfe@ion:: and ſeem confident-alſo in rhe . 
opinion, 'That God, ( whoſe Judgment is ac» 
cording to Truth, Y will yet make the- ſame 
Erroneons Computation as they' do. No doubt, 
Duc Pau! himſelf, before his Converſion, ſup-- * 
pofed tuch''s Suftczency in his own Righte- | 
ouſneſs: Though when grown a Better man, 
he ' was 'leſs' Aſfiming ; And 'inſtead of De- * 
pending upon” any Righteouſneſs of his Own, ] 
for Jaltification ; "Diſclaim'd it: all. 1 Cor. 4-4: * 
Phl. 3. 9. And here he blames his Country- 
men, for going'about that Idle, Wretched-De- 
fign; To EfabJiſh their own Righteouſneſs. 
. But the 'Sons* of Pride are quite of ano- 
ther Opinion. © And what Righteouſneſs ( ſay | 
they,.) thould a 'man ſer yp, but his Own > | 
Would you. haye him to live upon an Azry. 
- Fantaſtica! thing, that is none of his Own? . 
Whar Good is that which is Another's like | 
to do him >. Though an unclean Leper ſhould” * 
be Spruc*'d up 'in fine Cloaths; and a Sin- | 
ful Creature Coverd with the Mantle of a * 
Redeemer, What the better? Yea what Need 
has he to Look: out Abroad; who is well- 
provided at Z7ome 2 Al theſe: have T kept from-. 
my Touth up ; Taid that forward Young man. 
Mat. 19. 20. Thus do many till ſtand froat- .}F 
ing themſelves ; and Admiring the Lives that 
they have Liv'd; And ſeem to entertain this | 
Conceir of , themſelyes , Thar they can. deal + 
with all the Commands of God. And though 
they cannof®, for open ſhame , but acknow- » 
| | WS”. ledge 
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ſedpe ſome Faults and Failings' in their Obe- 
dience'; yet where they cannot Szretch our 
rheir Righteouſneſs, ro hold Meaſure with the 
Command ,, that is exceeding Broad ; There 
they'll Contra the Command ;, fo as to make 
it. ſtand Commenſurate, and even no more than 
Equal to their Righteouſneſs ; By their wor- 


: thy Dodtrine of Acceptilation.: That: Coun- 


rerfeit Coin , Stampt in the Socenian Mint , 
without 'any Royal Authority of Feaven © 
Not upon the foundation. of holy Scripture ; 
bur. their own fond Conjefure : And all on 
purpoſe, to  Evacuate agg Superſede the Me- 
rit and Satisfatipn of our Lord Jeſus Chraft. 
That there may be no Need of this ; or an 

other Compenſation, ever to be made, to the 
Juſtice: of Heaven ;. But only the Sinners own 
Repentance : Which they take a deal of pains 
to -prove Sufficient ; without Faith in. the Son 
of God. But till all cheir Reaſonings are 
without Book ; and run- only on ſuch a bare 
Preſumption , as that of the Nznzvites ; Jon, 
. 3+ 9. Who can tell, if God will Turn and Re- 
pent ; 'and turu away from his Anger ; that we 
\ periſh not 2 q. d. We do' not know, but God. . 
may Abſolve and Juſtify us ; upon our bare 
Repentance : But we haye- no Aſſarance , that 
he will. For to all the plauſible A/egations 
that raiſe ' our Hopes; There are Startling 
Replications ;* to ſtrike us down: with Fears : 
"And no Certainty eyer to be had, but on- 
ly from the Divine Revelation : And That , 
- fas ( we 
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( we are ſure, ) docs require, not only Re- 
 pentance towards God ; but alſo Faith towards © 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. AQts 20.21. And where, 
eyer Repentance is ſingly »amed ; yet Faith * 
muſt be ſuppoſed. For no true Repentance, | 
without Godly Sorrow - And no Godly Sor- | | 
row, but what flows from the ſenſe of God's © 
Love : And. what ' ſenſe 'of his Love, | but 
through 'Fazth 'in the Beloved. of his Soul? 
For whoſe ſake alone. it is, that the holy }- 
Righteons God. is Friends. with Believing Sins" 
ners: and' net only Xizd, but Juſt, to Fuſt;-. 
the Believers on Jeſus. Rom. 3. 26. The - 
aft Judge of all'th# catth was not to be 
Inſtructed by theſe -iſe mitn ; upon what | 
Terms to take Sinhers into Fayour. No, He 
has taken that way of Satisfaftion ; which 
docs not at all -like them. Their Maſter ,'* 
( who declares, He would not Believe a thing, $ 
Becauſe, God ſays it ; but becauſe his own Rea- © 
fon ' diſcerns the Truth of it; ) is bold to give * 
out, That though this were expreſly ſaid , over, 
and over in Scripture , Chriſt Teſus Satisfied 
God for oar Sins; He would not Believe it, | 
How then can we expe that they ſhould 
be Determined, by the Tantamount Terms, of 
Propitiation , Atonement , Ranſom , Redemption 
through ' his Blood : ( AuUlepr, ) The Price gi- 
ven oe our Freedom : ( Avliauregr,) Under- 
going a like 7fii#ion, as was to light on 
the "Delivered; And the ' Fuſt ſuffering for the 
Unjuſt > Bur whether. they be pleas'd with 


It, 
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it, or -no ; God' has better -Confulted the 
Hoxoar of * his Law ; And: taken” more Care 
tro 'keep.up the Authority of his Government ; 
By an Irexorable Juſtice done upon the Surety, 
that ſtobd in the Sinners ſtead: Though thar 
Surety were no Leſs, than the: Dear Sow of his 
Eternal Love. 

And though they that Judge of God's 
Ways without God's ' Word, are of - Opinion, 


4 - That there. was no need of a - Propitiation 


for their Sins : Yer he has declared him- 
ſelf to be otherwiſe minded : That without 
Shedding of | Blood there is no Remiſfon.” Heb. 
9.22. Nor is it any manner of Blood, that 
will ſerve the turn neither: For it 3s not 
poſſible the' Blood 'of Bulls and of Goats ' ſhould 
take away Sins. Chap. 10. 4. No, nor any 
ſort of Human Blood ; { Not the Fruit of our 
Body, for the Sin of ' our Soul; ) Burt it muſt 
be the Precious Blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb 
without Blemiſh, and without Spot. 1 Pet: 1, 19: 
The Blood of Chriſt, through the Eternal 'Spi- 
rit, ſo Offering himſelf to God. Heb. 9. 14: And 
by that Offering, he has. Perfefted for ever 
them that are Sandlified. Heb. X. 14. *Tis 
not their own Sandtification ; but his Obla- 
tion, that gives them the Perfefion. For God 
is well pleaſed in his Holy Son, that never 
did diſpleaſe him ; and Pleaſed with the Of- 
fending Childrez of the- Meſſiah, only for his 


ſake. | 


It's 
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Ys. true; He does Accept the Viling Mind,” 
—_—_— to: what. they have; where the 
Performing 15. wanting. 2 Cor. 8. 'I2.. 
Bar oth that Acceptance muſt -be under- 
ſtoad, to'be ever 7## the (Beloved ; Fhrough + 
his Merits, :and- upon his Acconnt. ' And good 
is the Advice which S. Cyprian .gives ito all, 
( Nec quiſquam fic abi blandiatur , de puro 
immaculato Corde; ut Innocentia ſus fretus j_ 
medicinam non iputet efſe adhibendum wulneris 
bas.) Let no one. entertain duch a thigh” 
Conceit ; of .the Cleanneſs of his Heart ; nor. 
fo Value himſelf. upon his futegrity ; - as to 
imagine , that he has no Need © Cure for 
his Wounds ; Fo'be Healed with the Stripes 
of -his Saviour. Burt to.this Refuge the High 
and Lofty Socinians, and ſome of their 1 
trates , think there's no 'Neceſiiry to have 
Recourſe. No, They expect their own Righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall do greater . Feats for "em 


than all the Righreoulneſs.of Chriſt. They'll } 


darc to plead their :Cauſe, and Defend. thems + 
ſelves, wichout Zim. As 'he ſaid. the Phay 
= did ; Luke 16.15. Te are they , which 

your ſebves before men. They will have 
ri ſtill, Thar all's done well enough by them; JF 
to -make up.-a (Righteouſneſs, fufficient, 'to do | 
their  &uftneſs. And might not one then EX+ 
pet ſome 'Superexcelent Virtue in their Righ- 
. teouſneſs, above other mens ; In which they 
have ſuch#high Confidence, to 'do ſuch mighty : 
frarrars 2 When, alas , it 15 not a jot Berteriy 
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for all the "Confidence. Only themſelves ware 
ſtill much the - Worſe ; foto. Contend' and 
Strnpele it our, even with God himfelf, in 
their own Juſtification. When thus they fell 
their Mole-hiffs into Mountains ; They thall be 
Mountains, indeed , Big enough, to ſtafid- in 
their way, to keep 'em from Chrift. Though 
not High enough to Raiſe 'em''to Heaven. 
- No, He told ſuch Juſtifiers of themſelves, 
that were ſo-opinion'd of their own Worth 
and Goodneſs; Matth. 21. 31. That Pub- 
licans and Harlots went into the Ni 
of Heaven before them. For ſuch noted 
Sinners will ſooner be Convinced, and come 
to Repentance , and to Faith in Chriſt, and 
ſo to #eaven - But Pride deſtroys even 'all 
that Good which the -others pretend to; and 
they are nothing Sincere in it: For, behold, 
bis Soul which is Lifted up, is mot Upright 
# him. Hab. 2. 4. Such as ſtand fo -much 
upon their own - Fadowments and Abilities, 
will hardly ever Subn#t to. the Righteouſneſs 
of« "Faith. How can, ye Believe, \( faith -our - 
Bleſſed Lord, ) who recetve Honour one of ano- 
ther > Joh. V. 44 And nothing hinders fo 
much, as the AHowour, which men think be- 
longs to 'em , for their. Righteouſneſs. For 
*ris not ſo much; Wealth, or Parenrape,, 
or Parts, that -Commends a man , as \Good- 
eſs does. This 'they look therefore moſt rs 
be -Praiſed for; 'As Owing all to Themſelves. 

'( Propter Virtutem jure Landamur, & in Vir- 
tute 
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zute reflt Gloriamur : ud now contingeret ; fi 


donurs 4 Deo, not 4 obis' haberemus. Tull. ) 


This redounds fo . much to our Zonour ; © 


-# 
"eb 
» 
" ==) 


( fay the Patrons 'of Nature, ) Becauſe we.” 
have. not this . Probity ,” as an Zufuſed Quali-” 
Ty; but we draw it out of our own 7rea-” 


ſare. 1552: Ow 
The Diſputers of this World are thus for 


. Wrangling themſelyes out' of the Righteouf- 


neſs of God :+ And there's 'no End _ of | their 


Cavils againſt it. While it pleaſes. God by 'the 


Fooliſhneſs of Preaching, to Save ' them that ®: 
They that are ſo Cons © 
ceited ' of their own Righteouſneſs , will ne- 7 
ver. Loſe all ; the. Crop of . Praiſe and Glory. ? 
which | they expe&. from it.. .To throw it 7 
down, 8s Refuſe Stuff, at the feet of Chriſt 7 
Jeſus. No, The very Arguing of the Apes 7 
file, for the Righteouſneſs of Faith, ' That it 
Excludes Boaſting ,_ Even that fills them with-"F 
3- 27. Where * 
| what . 
Works > Nay , but by the Law of | 
Faith. And therefore are they ſo much againit 
this Faith ; Becauſe it 'is ſo much againſt * 
their Boaſting Trade. - As the Fews could nor * 
tell how to imagine; That the Gentiles which: 
followed not after . Righteouſneſs ,. ſhould attain 


Believe. x Cor. x. 21. 


ſuch Prejudice againſt 'it; Rom. 
is "Boaſting then 2. It*is excluded. 
Law 2? 


By 


to Righteouſneſs ;- When themſelves that 


ol- 
lowed after the Law of Righteouſneſs ed. it. 
izing 1ort of Chri- © 
| ſtians, will never be pertuaded, that the Righ- 7 

| reouſnels 2} 


Rom. 9. 30,31. 90 our F 


\ 


 ". - 


ares 24 of God.  _ 
teouſneſs of Faith;- they think roo Ea- 
| fly come'by;'to be Honeſt Goods , thould do 
more-than ' all - che Zaborious Righteouſneſs, 
which they Hew out, and Fabricate thems 
ſelves. How -Metry can they make 'em> 
ſelves with St. Ambroſe his A4dumbration of 
Chriſt's Imputed [Righreouſneſs ; By Facob's 
Recommending himſelf. ro his Father, and 
carrying "away. the Bleſſing , in his Elder 
Brother's Cloaths ; of which he fo well Liked 
the Perfurve 2 I know the mighty Diſdain, wirlf® 
4 which they look ' upon this Righteouſneſs : So 
4 chat if they found it lying even inthe way, 
4 They'd Scorn evyeti to take it wp ; unleſs tro R#+ 
dicule and Expoſe it. | 
. Though all this: while, The Self-Righteouſ+ 
4 nes in which-chey:fo Ruffle and\Glory , ( God 
7 knows, ) is none of rhe: thing; which - they 


+ would have-it taken for : -Bur a. ſorry Rag- 


+ ged; Patrch'd- Covering ;; Not only full of 
J Cracks and Flaws; but of ſuch Deficiencies 
4 and py Thar *"twill never Abide :the 
4 7 God's: holy , - Righteous Law. - And 
2} the higheſt \ Pretenders to it, | are mary: times 
4} the:'lealt Partakers of "it: Prov. 30. 12. There 
4 7 a Generation', "that ars Pure in their Own 
4} Hyes.'; And (yer is not Waſhed from their File 
4 *hineſs. - We' know: of - one thar was as much 
4 his own. Spokeſman , as any of them ; And 
{er off | himſelf in all the fine 7rappings of 
1 is Own Righteonſneſs. Luke 18. Yer the Suc> 


AF*' G ceſs 


ny pong . + —_ 


"'S | ' to the. 
ceſs which he-- found "goes little - encoura 


orhers © Follow him. For chis-Fellow-W4 4 ' 
Jipper , that raok. quite a: contrary. courſe, 


(though Look'd-upon as a-Werſe-man , )/1 


_ fard much better. The Pudicaw that Fe: n 
durſt look-up to' Heaven; but fmore 0#7 bi. 


Breaſt, and -had inothing to'-fay- for himſelf, 
but God be merciful to me a Sinner, went t 


to-his houſe" Fuſtifted'," rather than *the = 


wer. 14. Yet O'how many ftill;- ate for k 
*ig up' the' Phariſees: Trade? Arid, Alas, Wh: F 
is all che beſt *Righteouſueſi , they ſo -muck' 
ftand upon > Whar:, bur ſome common Hos: 
_neſty, Sober Living , Upright Dealings , 


ſervation of ſome Prayers, Kindneſs tot = | 


Poor , Fair © and/ Plaufſible. __ to ag 
Things, it's true; very. Commend 

{elves :. Bus yet ſach Virtucs; as were: 

in many of the- Heathens + And. pert 
Ture,” in a greater meaſure, than theſe 1 
teous men now do pofſeis them. Bur\. 
this is roo Short” for the' Cover: , 

Weak for the Cure, of a Sinful Soul. 
this while , here may - be--no.'\ Regen everaria j 
No Principle of | New "Life ; "No Hare B 
with God; No Spirit eh Chriſt; None. 

thart true Holtneſ , Without which, no Se 
the Lord. Inſtead of having cheſs, __ 


Reje&t *em', as Unneceſſary clue, 
hoc all theſe were _ ms 41 


ſhall they are in ſuch 4 IId here ; &| | 


z 
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the' beſt of mortal Saints//do fee: the cohti- 
 hual Need. they - have'+ to- fly unto Chriſt's , 
Merit and Satisfattion , - to' help  themy our, 

Bur they that ſet up the Righreouſheſs' of 
Works , in ' Oppoſition, to the Righteouſheſs 

of Faith, ate \o Puff d and Swolen with the 
proud Conceig” of their Own Righteouſheſs ; 

that they look upon it as full exoagh, and 
Acquicſce in it , without ſeeking any. furs 
theft. And What need they any Foreign Righs 
teouſneſs-, derived from the Savior ;- When, 
i every Nation , he | that Feareth God, and 
worketh © Righteouſneſs ,' is 'Artepred with him 5 
Adts XN. 35. To which I ſhall here return 
Beza's Remark upon that place : That a 
the Zfebreivs, The Fear of God imported the * 
1 Whole of his Worſhip: And Gapriaiore 
3 Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God ; Ir ap: 
4 pears therefore Free ll > , (to which 

- this refers, ) though a Roman borny and now 

a Profelyte of the Gate yer before his _ 

tiſm , or his- Knowledge of Jeſus to! be 
true Meſfias ; was one of thoſe Faithful; who 
Believed' in Chriſt 70 come. I only add; Thar 
nohe being: Accepted , bur” in the” Beloved ; We 
tmuſb-rcherefore conclude, That he: was: Cab - 
led, and enducd with: the' Spirir: and' Faith 
of Chriſk, And: > God Approv'd of: him}; for 
* at, which by his own Grace, he had wrought 
in him: 


G 2 But 


84 Submiſſion. to the : 
- But ;they+that preſume 'they ;can do' well 
criough, without: the Meſiah's Help," now that 
| hens: Come ;; If they , were not too; Fights 7 
. Regard. our Apoſile;, I ſhould mind -them; of ? 
his, wholſome Admonition ; \Rom.\1%: 3, Ii 1 
F hrough the Grace given. to me, | unte every wa * 
that is -among | you,” Not: to Thi hy; 
of himſelf, than . he ought to For of But whey 5 
Soberly , according as God has: dealt-;to.i every, © 
man the meaſure of Faith. But! ftill he talks” 
ſo much.of Grace and Faith ; inſtead of Works; | 
moo Self- Righteouſneſs ; chat. he..is\ not like to 
- heard by them ,. who are. all :for - their © 
—_ things ; "ind therefore ſo much admire 
them, as: better .than any., becauſe they. are 7} 
their» Own. | Though herein they. ſtand {> 
much. -in- their | own Light ; as ro. Withſtand'* 
their | J4ſtification.. in, God's ſight. For eg 
Righteouſneſs that..indeed Juſtifies us, muſt * 
be © Compleat ; and. muſt Exclude Boaſting: 
And. Theirs has neither .of .theſe Qualifica-» 
tions.; therefore cannot avail to. their Juſti- 
fication. No, this is.to be had another way; 
The way which they.Scorn.to take; As 13.39% 
For by - Son of. God; - all that Believe. are Fuſtis 
fed. from all: things, from which they could not *J 
Fuſtified by the Law of Moſes. - 
And there is a-greater Obſtacle ſtill in the 
way-: And thar is 


Nl. The want of Low Thoughts and _ 
| 
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* ble;/exſe of their own'Unrighreouſneſs, and Sin- 
ful Wretchedneſs. | 
. "They never yet: well #new Themſelves : Or 
. elſe they would have 'better Learned Chriſt. 
They Overlook;, or elſe Palate, the Grand 
Apoftacy - And therefore they have ſuch Slight 
thoughts of their Recovery. AS much as they 
do own of the Natural Corruptzon ; They ra- 
ther makevit the Excuſe of their Sins: that 
4 any matter of their FHumilation. Ptlagians, 
4 and Socinians, that make: fo Light of the Fa 
of | Man , - and the \Diftemper 6f 'our Nature , 
do make as. Light" of the Zlp and Remedy : 
And fancy that-any Quacking Receits', and, 
 Home-ſpun Righteouſneſs'will do, for ſuch aft 
Inconfiderable' Athment. And'as for the Ri h- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt ſmputed, ( that Shadow of a 
Dream, ) They'll > -ouſp Deride* it,” than eyer 
Dehre '\t. 

One of 'em, that pretends, in a late Book, 
to:Corre& all ſuch extravagant Frrors, with 
a 'High Hand; well begins his Account "of 
Chriſtianity, with an Enquiry after Adam's Fall. 
But. I cannot think that he has given the 
World any good SatisfaQtion, as ro our fad 
Loſſes in Adam : When he makes no more of 

43 All,: bur that we became Morral, and muſt Dye; 

FF and Ceaſe ro be: And appeals to the common 
4 Senſe of mengrhar-by Death, is meant no more 
than the -Zxtinitjon of Life ; and not a Living 

+ 1 wy. 
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86 Submiſſion to the ; 
| _ Now, if he perceive. no worls Hurt by ths 
\ Fall: Yer he Ne not be Angry As 7 
that. do groan, under more Grievous Bffetts ; | 
— And \ feel. the. old Aches and' Miſchiefs , the 
Woungs and Bruiſes and putrifying Sores all * 
oyer.,. to. this; very day: The Darkneſs ta © 
| Trarh: The Dulneſs. to, Good': The Prones * 
weſs to Evil : The. Zi/tleſneſs to, Healing : and 
even, Refiſtance of '3 Cure: All: which. they 
cannot | rake to. be..any patt of his Work, 
ho made all things vey Good: And. ther 
O e muſt lay the. Blame Lower, than at his 4 
Door : And. yet Ziqher than the 4fual' rank - 
preſſiohs of the. particular perſons fo ill ARYF 
efted. * For that 'they \appear to; be. thus YA | 
trated; eyen before. Habits, by. their Actions, © 
can_be contracted : Yea to be Shapen in Inis | 
fry, aud Conceived, in Sifi: Pal. 51. 5. And }- 
fo | ring ſuch a .Corrupt Nature with 'em ift« 
fo the World 'as' makes them the Children 
of. Wrath. Eph. 2. 2, And ſure God would 
ot be. ſo Offended. at 'em\ ; If chey were but } 
eyen as he Made 'em ;. and; there were no” 
more | to. be objefted againſt **tm; but: thay 
ney were now become Subject to the Cas 
amity of Mortality. Alas, We -ate told anos" 
ner, thing \, from. more. Authentick Writings; * 
Rom. V.. 19. That by one” man's Diſobedieyce 1 
my were made ( not only 'Sufferers , but') 
Mngrs. And !'VEr- I 8. That by the Offence of- J 
ine man, Fudgment came upon all men. to. Cons Þ 
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demnation. 
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* dimnation.  Atid ' who that has well ſtudied 
J- the Holy Secriptutes , can take rhis Conder- 
I mativx to be no more than 'a Temporal Death ? 
However the "Right Reyerend Expounder's 
New and Sofr Senſe of '' God's Wrath -and 
Damnation may as much” Oblige the. ' Soc& 
#ian Tribe, as his Oppoſition 'in other mar- 
ters has Diftreſs'd *em + Yet- here | I muſt 
beg Leave "to" Diſſent from him and 'tliem. 
Though we know what's commonly meant 
by Death, itt Man's Law : He muſt be a grear 
Sttanger to the Law of God ; that -thi 
no more to be meant' by it there + Where: 
Wicked men arc threatred , That jf they 
Eve after the Fleſh , "they ſhall Dye.. Rom. 
8.13. And"ask'd, Why they will Dye" for 
4 want of 7urning 2 Ezek. 33. 11. Why ,* Let 
1 i Live after the Fleſh or hot ; Or though 
4 they do 7 to' the Lord; They ſhall” bi 
furte however to' Dye the Natural Death 
of the Body. Sin, whether Finiſhed or Un« 
fiſhed, brings forth this Death. There\muſt 
a' farcher- Death meant - therefore 3 Faw. 
T.'15. Even that Carſed' State ; Gal.'3- 10. 
-, and that He#/, which is 'made the Portion 
" of the Wicked. Plal. 9. 17. Whiche muſt /in« 
tend a Puniſhment beyond the Grave For 
ao this a7 ſhall be turned ; Though they 
live- never '{o' Godly. Pfal. 49. 48. What” was 
is be that liveth, and ſhall not ſee Death * But 
fome ſhall Awake to Shame and Evenlaſting 
| G.4 Cons 


ug 


88 Submiſſion to the 
Contempt. Dan; 32.:2:; And therefore, for. 
out. -Sqaduces haſte, When - they Dye, there jg" 
not -an 'End of 'em.; Nor,,.does. the , Inmore 
fa: Soul then prove . Mortal. too.: ( At. which: 
_ Their Dodtrine ſeems, to drive:; ) But. they'll 
be” Heard. of again, .in. a Life of Miſery; 
which holy: Scripture, calls the , Second Death.. 
Rev. 21. 8. The / Lake-- which . barns with Fire © 
and' Brimſtone is the ' Second Death... And they - 
ſhall :he Tormented day and night, For ever and® 
ever, chap.';20,. 10. . Such as are. Condeymed | 
the Judge Eternal, ſball go. away into Evers. 
Faſting Puniſhment. Mat. 25. laſt. ver. And ou} 
"Church is very expreſs; ( Hom. of Nat. Jas) | 
Paſſ. ) That Man by the Fall, is not" fl 
become Mortal ; But. a Lump of Sin; A Bonds © 
Slave to. the. Devil ; a. Reprotate , Caſt-away.,® 
and. Fire-braud of Hell ;; and by. the juſt Fudg: © 
Frudgment of God, 6 an 5 o to Everlaſting. 
Death. ]'- Our Lord Jeſus then. did , not comg? 
into the. World, only.: to preſerve men from» 
Non-Entity ; That they, might not, drop. in» 
t@ Nothing ; But to deliver us from the Wrath | 
' #6 come. 1 Theſ..1. laſt ver, This dreads} 
ful Everlaſting. Judgment of God, .is his Wrath | 
pour'd out . upon the Veſſels of Wrath , fitted 
te defbruftie#. Rom. 9. 22. Which. tro Save | 
us. from, was an Errand and Atchievement.” 
indeed Worthy the Bleſſed Sox -of . God, to 
came. intq the World-upon. And they .thax+* 
xake ng potice of this, unleſs to Gntreeh 1 


and cavil again{ t..it : If their, Zaw and their 
Phyfck be no "> than their... Faith: and 
Divinity ; The World. might+ not. much «be 
damnifcd ; chough, they ſhould. ſcorn, any 
further, ro oblige. it "with their Pradtice....We 
ie , - the Knowledge .of Bodies .and.. Worldly 
Eſtates does not preſently. give. .a man «- 


1 H/egr.into che, things that depend upon Dis, 


yine . Revelation. +No , . there's... an. Unguenz., 
which all their Ph3loſophical $kill 'in. Nature 
cannot. diſcoyer. ,. And yet .it, helps even the 
Hiterate to know all things pertaining. te 
valyarion ; better, and: more. 5p che purpoſe , 


[ f many _Rgbbzes . and. Scholars ,- that. ſo 
$4 Scorn wh - Deſpiſe ; chem. .. And that 
iS., The Unclion. from.) the Holy one: x Johh 
2-20. A Learning, that or know 
themſelves ; and, thew Wo-neM of a. Saviours 
ang . makes, *'em_ cry ;.to him, in the, anguiſh 
of - their Souls. ;:.( as . ready, to. Sink and 
drop into Hell: ). Lord; Save us, or we per 
riſh.. We are Undone . for ever ;. If thou 'be 
* not our, Strength _ and our Redeemer. When 
ſo ma0J What ſem much Above. them, are 
fill of , the Laodrcegn Temper ; | Rev. 3. 17, 
" To fay, They are Rich, and BS, with 
Goods, and. have  need- of Nothing ; and Know 
F mot, That they are Wretched, and Miſerable, and 
3 Poor , and Blind, © and Naked. They Believe 
3 not a word, What opr Church, ( according 
[9 the holy Scriptures, ). 4rt. 9- " ' 
c 


90 -Submition to the 


That [ man tis fo Very far gone from orig 


wal Righteouſneſs ; that the Fault , Corruption , 
ard * Infettion of Nature in every perſon born 
ito the World, deſerves God's Wrath 'and Damn- 
vation. ] And that therefore, we can never 
think to Aoratiare our ſelves with the Majes 
ſy Offended ; by offering any thing of otit 
Own. But, as *tis, ( Art.'11. ) | We are ac- 
counted Righteous before God, only for the Me+ 
rit of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chrift ,” by 
our Faith ; and not for oar own Works and Defer- 
vings. | Z SR 1 
The Raefw work which Sin has made in 
our of To throw us into a ſtate , not 


only _ rangeneſs to God , but of Famity 
in 


lay ir 'to heart. And when we ate once 
ſoundly Convinced of our Siri and Miſery ; What 
a Holy Majefty we have offended ; and what 
an Intolerable Puniſhment we have Deſer- 
ved: Sure we ſhall not Preſume then , That 
we can Save, as we have Deſtroyed, our ſelves: 


But ſhall be glad ro take our ReconcHiation , as _ 


a' precious Favour; at the hands of that Al- 

mighty Saviour, on whom God has laid our 

Felp :. Being Juſtified freely by his Grace through 

the. Redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt. Rom. 
Z. 24+ 

- But men at Faſe, and never yet Pitch'd 

and Diſtreſs'd' with the grievous Preſſure of 


% © * $ »* 


im, Batters down all the Prize and 
Confidence of ſugh, as ſeriouſly ponder and. 


— 
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cheir Sins, and God's deſerved Plagues, are 
no competent Fudzes of theſe matters : whar- 
ever otherwiſe are their Abilities. In the 


. heat of Contention , They ll rather Flirt at 


'em, and Play with 'em; than put in for 
their Share in the Bleſſed Benefit of God's 
Providing. They are Subtile , and Tortwous, 
and Endleſs, in Oppoſing the Righteouſmeſs 
of God. Their ſtout Sromachs know not how 
ro Admit of it. They'll ſeek all Subterfu- 
ges in the World to Avoid ir. And if they 
can find any Lurking-hole elſewhere ; They'll 
never come: upon their Submiſſion to Chriſt 
Jeſus. 

- Indeed 'it is the great work of the Spirit 
of God, fo to bring down the Soul ; and" to 
Convince the World, of Sin; as well as of 
Righteouſneſs. Fohn 16. 9,10. By a deep Hu- 
miliation, to prepare men hearrily to Yield 
unto God's Method of Juſtification : To Stop 
every Mouth, and lay all the World Guilty be- 
fore him : Rom. 3. 19. To make them Ab- 
hor themſelves ; and ſubſcribe to the Fuſtice 
of Heaven, pronouncing Damnation upon their 
Sins: And make 'em Renounce all hope of 
Relief, from any Righteouſneſs of rheir 
Own ; and to Depend all upon the Lord 
wa Righteouſneſs , for Juſtification in God's 
_ 
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Help. Afﬀeer they have been ZHaraſſed with 
the. Terrors of the Law , and pull'd/;down 
with the Spirit of Bondage; and the ,Conſcz 
ence of Sin has brought 'em to ſee, what- a 
Fearful thing it is, to fall into the hands of 
the Living God : Then they'll know how to 
' Prize the Grace ,of the Goſpel ; - and- the. 
bleſſed News, that calls 'em to Believe in 
him, that has Satisfied rhe ' Precept, and Un- 
dergone the Penalty, of the Law , for *em. 
When they have been Groaning under the 
fore Oppreſſion ; They'll haye little Liſt ; ro 
Refiſt the Heayenly Grace , which bids 'em, 
Caſt their Burden on the Lord. Guilt Awas . 
kened, makes men highly Concerned : And in- 
deed only the Convinced Sinner is Capable, 
ro let this Grace ſink down into his Heart: 
Such as are Prick'd at Heart, Bowed and Bro- . 
ken. with the Burden of $7, will haſte away 
for Refuge to the Hope ſet before em: And 
Look to Feſus, as the Wounded did to his Type. 
Numb. 21. 9. Such. as know God's Glorious + 
Holineſs, and their own Sorry Righteouſneſs, will 
Deſpair of Themſelyes ; and neyer Venture , 
with their Briars and Thorns, upon a Conſuming, 
Fire. 

But who ſo Bold, as they that are yet. in 
their Natural Blindneſs > In whom the God of 
this World has Blinded the Eyes of them - that 
Believe not. 2 Cor. 4. 4\ I cannot but call 
it Blindneſs; for all their Parts and Learn- - 

ing. 
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ing. For Paul was not inferior to the beſt 
of 'em'; for Natural and Acquired Abilities : 
And. yet could he fſce nothing of this Righ- 
zteouſneſsS 5; Till Humiliation had pull'd down 
his. Heart; and Converfion had Opened his 
Eyes. And he rells us, that the Natural 
Man, ( Let him be neyer ſo Profound for 
his Politicks, or mighty in his Philoſophy, ) 
( Receives not the things of the Spirit. of 
God. - For they are Fooliſhneſs to ' him : Neither 
can he know 'em ; becauſe they are ſpiritually 
diſcerned.-1 Cor. 2. 14. Cannot ? And where- 
fore? (I beſeech ye, ) What is roo Hard 
for them to XAzow, who think they ſee and 
Comprehend all> Why , here 'he has Paſsd 
'em, who was the molt Experienced perſon 
. on both ſides; and knew what could be 
done by the Strength of Nature - And what 
men can never haye a fight of, without a 
Spiritual Eye, and God's Grace, and Light: 
'#$ from Above: To give 'em, ( as he expreſ- 

| ſes it, like himſelf; Eph. 1. 17, 18, 19. ) 7he 
7 Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation, in the know- 
ledge of our Lord Feſus Chriſt : The eyes of 
their © Underſtandings being Enlightned ; that 
they may know what is the Hope of his Cal- 
ling, and what the Riches of the Glory of his 
Inheritance in the Saints; and what the ex- 
ceeding greatneſs of his. Power to themward 
that © Believe. This is a Knowledge ſo Sub- 
lime; That none of the great Maſters of 
Rea- 
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Reaſoi, With all their - Sharpneſs , can attain. 


ro: And therefore are ſo apt to ſpeak Evil, 
of what they Underſtand not. Becauſe they 


were never. yet thrown down ,' like Paal; 


and neyer Taught of God; and have not 
heard and Learnd of the Father , to tome. 
unto Chriſt. John 6. 45. And ſo as yer, they 
ſee no Need of Submitting themſelves to the 
Righteouſneſs of God : Nor will they do it ; 
ril} brought better ro Underſtand rheir own 
Vileneſs and Accurſedneſs : Till they have got 
that Eye-Salve.,, to clear their Sight : Rev: 


3. 18, And ( after all their Boaſted Vir- 


tues, ) come to Learis of Chriſt that Meek- 
neſs and Lowlineſs of heart, which would fer 
'em upon Deploring the Depravation and 
Pollution of their Nature; The Deceitfulneſs 
and Wickedneſs of their Hearts ; and thoſe 


deadly Wounds , and Damnable Maladies of 


their Souls; that require no leſs a Remedy, 
than the Blood of Jeſus, and the great Sal- 
vation wrought by the Sow of God. In the 
tenſe of which, O how well for 'em, If they 
would turn the proud Boaſting of their 
Good deeds, into humble Bewailing of all their 
Sins; and be taughr of God himſelf, Zzgk. 
20. 43. To Remember their ways and their doings, 


' and Loath themſelves in their own ſight. Yea, 


Chap. 16. laſt ver. So Remember, and be Con- 
founded; as never to Open their Mouths any 
more ; to ſpeak one word in any Self-Vindi- 
cation. | ' Thus 
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Thus I have ſhew'd, How for Pride it is, 
That men ſtand off from Submitting themſelves 
to the Righteouſneſs of God: 

And now I would Admoniſh all who I can 
preyail with, TY 


I. Not to have theſe men fo in Admiration ; 
as to Eſpouſe their Opinion for the Way of 


. Righteouſneſs. 


IE. Not to count a Righteouſneſs of your 
Own Needleſs, ro be Poſſeſs d of ; Becauſe you 
have Need of another ro 7ruſt in. 

Yer after you have done your beſt, IIL Sub- 
mit to the Righteouſneſs of God ; as ever you 
would have Peace with God. 


I. Admire not the Exalters of their Own 
Righteouſneſs ; as likelieſt ro lead you into 
the Way of Righteouſneſs. As if true Good- 
eſs lay all on their fide; and you muſt 
needs be with them, to find ir. For there 
peradventure, you may ſooner find Snakes is 
the Graſs : Yea and JDyfidels in the Dark ; 
Transforming themſeiues into Angels of Light. 
But there you may be miſerably ditappoint- 
ed of that Real Righteouſneſs, whereof they 
would be thought the Sole Poſſeſſors. Vor | 
'tis not mens. much 7alking of ir , that pre- 
ſently Entitles them ro ir. But it may be 
Ru tro Enquire, ow they came by it ; 

efore we think our felyes obligd , ro ac- 
| knowledge 
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knowledge them Endud with it. For how 
can the Corrupt 'Tree bring forth good ' Fruit 2 
And Trees of Righteouſneſs: do not uſe _t6 
grow in Nature's Garden. No, They muft 
be 7ranſplanted , * and- altered by Grace ; be- 
fore they can bear any thing pleaſing to 
God. O what then ſhall. we think of their 
Righteouſhefs ard Goodnefs, that make even 
as light as nothing of that Tranſplantation , 
and Change, made by Converſion 2 And: car- 
ry, as if. they had been ſuch as they ought, 
even all along from the Beginning : And ſtand 
Careſſing themſelves, and doplanog the Good 
that they ſtill haye done ? So. that' to talk 
to ' them of Conyerſion, is at impertinent 
Loſs of your Labour. For they ſeem to un- 
derſtand no Conyerſion at all, but of Hea- 
thens, Infidels ; or ſome very Notorious Sin- 
ners. Whenas in truth ,. Converſion ' is ndr 
only Changing Names. and-. Profeſſions, bur 
Hearts and Converſations. Tis to be Rege» 
nerate and made New-Creatures ; To paſs from 
Death to Life : And not only be Civilized, 
as to the external Carriage ; but Renewed in 
the very Spiriz of our Mind; and Saved 
from our Worldly Loves, and Carnal Minds z 
as well as from crying Sins, and Scandalous 
ways. And ſuch a Change, O how many 
that Name the Name of Chrzi/?, yer ſtand in 
as much Need of, as any that lye without the 
Borders of Chriſtendom ? | | 


Bur 
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But when *I bear men, that are for ſhort: 
Cuts to Heaven, and for Widening the Way, 
which our Saviour calls Narrew, Crying; {t 
is but ſo and ſa;:; And ſeem as: Confident, . as-if 
all were their ownalready;:: Though ſtill their: 
Praying 1s at: as' Low an Ebb, as their - Believ-. 
ing: And-World and Fleſh ſeem to have them; 
as much under, as any other men : And-tg 
the-Means.ot Grace, that ſhould-help us God: 
and} Heaven-ward, '( as Scriptures and Ser- 
mons, and Sacraments, and Sabborhs ,- and 
the Laily Exerciſes of Piety. and Devotion; ) 
They ſeem very Cold and Indifferent ;- and are 
_ readier to Dzſpute them away; than to: ſhew 
any Zeal for*'em: Tamready to think with my 
{elt, Tt 'the Keligzon of theſe men would ferve 
the turn ; As'Low as it 1s-with -me, I-durſt 
venture, with eaſe, to fetch out ſuch a' Copy. 
And yet though I wrote Fazrer,. and reach'd 
Further, than fo : Tſhould be atraid to'Zruſt 
my Everlaſting Salvation -upen({ it.. Nay I 
thould ſuſpect all my Faith. in Chriſt, by 
which I hope to be Juſtifed:and Saved ; It it 
did not excite -and enable-me to-do Berter; 
than ſome: ;-- that think» they. -have apre 
enough , and-are Good enough ; when 
| they lie far Shorr of thoſe Be/zevers, in Jeſus, 
againſt whom .they have: ſo many Articles '; 
tor - their Looſe. Opinions, deſtruttive of all 
good Converſation. A 
Alas, Wha uſe to throw: the Righteouſneſs 
further from 'em, with their Hands ;: than 
| | | H - ſome 
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ſome that Rifflieſt Plead for it, with their 
| Tongues | Shewing much more concerned 
for Others Holineſs, than for their own. And 
we'ſhould be very ſorrity Taught; It we had 
no betrer Patrerns, 'to Learn ir from. When 
even the uberent Righteouſneſs, upon which 
they hang all the weight of their Salvation, 
Yet ſuch an Ordinary Attainment do they 
make of it; that a He, 
generate Sinner, might undertake to reach and 
accompliſh as good a Righteouſneſs. For Re- 
generation, they treat as a Child of the ma. 
ination : And only for the Sport that it gives 
em, they might paſs it over in deep Sz/ence. 
Belike they may not think themſelves con- 
cern'd in our Lord's Determination ; Matt. 18. 
3- £©xcept ye be Converted, ye fhall not enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, And+Fobn 3. 3, 
Except a man be Born again, be cannot ſee the 
Kingdom of God. Yea for ( that which is 
their Pride, ) the very — Yet I know 


the cafe, wherein they can make it a Diſpeufible 


Quality. For T have heard ſomeof 'em;terch off 
an Egregious Swearer,Drunkard,or Scandalous 
Liver, tor a very Good Honeſt man; of whoſe 
Happineſs they ſeem'd not to make any doubt : 


Becauſe they were perſuaded he meant no 


Hurt; but only had ſuch Failzngs. And at 
that-rate, as Looſe avsthey count our Doctrine 


of Faith ig Chriſt ; We may ſay of their Selt- 


Righteouſneſs, "Wide is the Gate ; and Broad u 
. theway: Who almoſt, can miſs it 2 They are 


athex man, or an Unre-' 


indced } 
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indeed the ”=m_ Operators to relieve 4 
Troubled Confcience. And if what they lay 
down, would but ſerve the turn ; *Twere the 
eaſieſt matter in the World, to do that, which 
Elihu, Job 35. 23. took for- the work of an 
Interpretor, one among a Thouſand ; To ſhew un- 
to a man his Uprightueſs ; To point out that, 
which will be a Convincing Evidence of ones 


Title to.the Kingdom of Heaven. 
But however the Righteouſneſs of Faith, 


may be Charged, as Deſtructive of Good Life ; 


( and let others take their Liberty to Judge as 
they find ; ) As far as my own Experience 
reaches, I muſt needs Teſtify, That I know 
no ſuch Holy, Humble, Charitable, Heavenly, 
Livers, as theſe cenſured Believers, And mia- 


ny that Live and Lean by Faith on the Son of 


God, have much more of rhe Goodneſs to 
ſhew in their Converſations ; than others that 
would Engroſs it all to themſelves, in their 
Diſpatations, Nor can I fo admire any, even 
the beſt, of the Socinians; As to think they 
do Exceed, or come near to Equal our holy 
Reformers : Who yet were the known Main- 
tainers of this Doarine of Faith : And even 
Builr the Reformation upon it. And as they 
Lived great Examples, to Honour it : So they 
Died faithful Martyrs, to Aſſert it. And they 
that cry, It is no thanks to the Dofrine, uf 
ſome mens Converſation under it, be as be- 


* comes the Goſpel ; Talk like rhoſe that do nor 
| know the Truth, as it is in Feſus ; Nor what 
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an Operative Principle, is the Faith of Chriſt, 
ro-produe all the Fruits of a Godly Life. For 
x/indeed _T do Believe 'in:him, as Dying for 
my/'\Sins ; and: making my Peace through the 
Blood of his Croſs ; How can I-but Love him : 
Yea Love him the more, the more I Believe he 
has done, on my- Account 2 And I cannot Love 
him, but I ſhall ſet my ſelf to Pleaſe him. 
And then fure am I like to do: him more Jnge- 
nioas and Acceptable Service z than when 1 
work only as a” Slave, for Dread; or as a 
Hireling, for Wages. F 

I know, the Papifts alſo Traduce ours, for 
2 Looſe Religion ; Becauſe we teach this Juſti- 
fication by Faith only. And yet how often 
have we ſeen the Looſe Livers among us, run 
over to them for Eaſe, and ſuch Fopes in an 
It way; aswe could not give 'em ? If Fazth 
im. Chriſt be any part of our Goodneſs, ( as I 
cannot bur think it is ;, Becauſe God has coms 
manded'it, and promis'd everlaſting Life toit ; ) 


Is it not enough then to bring the whole Pre. , 


zterfion' of their Goodneſs under Suſpition ; 
who make fo bold, to Explode and Ridicule 


this Faith ; asa thing of more Mifchief, than 


Benefit tothe World ? And they that uſe to be 


to: Saucy with Goſpel-My/teries,.do not afford 
Faith any more Civil Ulage : But that which 
Sr. Paul calls the Myſtery of Faith; 1 Tim. 3.9. 
It's doubt, is ftill fuch a Myfery tor them, That 
when they make it their Bale, to Play with; 
ard their Eye.Sore, ro Rail at; They Jeers, 
7 an 
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and they S:rike, at they know Hot what.” But 
if the Well-Living greatly depends upon the 
Sound Believing : The Credenda'then, "I think 
ought to have a fair treatment, as well is thÞ 
Axenda. And if ſome did "Believe 'of: our 
Lord Jeſus, as they Should; They would ſhew 
a little better Manners, and more” Reverence tg 
him,, than they do. And as he Commended 
the Centurion, Matt. 8. 10. bave not found jb 
great Faith, no not"in Iſrael: T wiſh I could 
not ſay it, to the Reproach' of ſome; 'that 
would thruſt themſelves for Shelter under our 
Iſrael ; 1 have not found fogreat Tyfidelity,” 6 
not in Rome, Where an Honourable Andbor, 
( in his Acute way, ) has long ſince told ery, 
They make a Feſt of Chriſt's Three Offices: Vet 
they have not gone about to Plunder 'him''of 
his Eternal Dezty, and his Infinite Satisfation'; 
On which depends all our Juſtification here; 
and our Salvation forever. 

But they 'that can allow and pletd for the 
IVorſhipping of our Saviour ;; and yet telb us, 
We need not Concern our ſelves, Whethict 
he be God or not: Would thus run us 'upoh 
the ſame Abſurdity, as ' he'condetyn'd in:the 
Samaritans ; John - 4. 22. To Worſhip we' know 
yot what : Yea to give the Glory of God, (for 
ought we know, ) to'a Creature, And then 
we are like to be Good Livers, when ſuch 
foul Tdolaters.” But ( after all the Oftentati- 
on, )) I ſhould not doubt to find'as good Life 
and Morals, yea as good Righteouſneſs and. Re- 
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ligion, as theirs ; even among the old Ethnick 
Philsſophers. Nor do I quelition but St. Paul, 
who was as great a Scholar, was alſo as Good 
a Liver, as Socinus : Yea how incomparably 
Better > And yet he Believed, That Feſus 
Chriſt was over all God Bleſſed for ever. Rom. 
9. 5. And that we are Fu/tified by Faith in him, 
without Works of the Law : Yea by Faith, in 
Contradiſtintion from Works. Rom. 11. 6. If 
jt be by Grace, (fays he?) then it is no more 
of Works ; otherwiſe Grace is no more Grace, 
But if it be of Works, then it is no more Grace 
otherwiſe Work is no more Work. And of this 
Fajth and Poftrine, Tis moſt evident, He 
was a molt Zealous Promoter, They therefore 
that "aſperſe it, as tending to 1 Life, and 
Diſſojation of Manners, muſt-needs reflect on 
him, as a very Shalow Preacher, or none of 
the beſt Liver. 

But ſure it can be no part of their Goodneſs, 
to Juſtity themſelves ; and Pride it in their 
own Righteoyſneſs; and remain too ſturdy, 
ever to Submit ta the Righteouſneſs of God; and 
Wriggle themſelyes out. of that Meekneſs of 
Faith, which his Word makes their duty ; as 
much as the Holineſs of Life, But be it his 
Word, never ſo plain ; yet if they Gy It is 
nor ; but only Qur 7nterpretation ; That ſhall 
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' þe their Warrant, to Rejeft it all ; and cry, 


It's againſt Reaſer,. and againſt Good Life; 
And therefore they are Wiſer and Better, than 
to hear talk of it, When F thought, q had 
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been good Reaſon to ſubmit to God's Righteouſ. 
ves : Tho' it might ſeem a Diſperagement to 
our Own: And not ſet our Weak Reaſos to: 
Brisk up it ſelf, above his:Revealed Pleafare. 
And I thought Good Life had been in no dan-- 
ger, by accounting his Rightcoufneſs Berter, 
and fitter to be confided in, than our Owa, But 
ſome would make us think they: are of opini- 
on, That the Talk of a Good Life is all: 
When we can fee as. little of -it among them, 
as with other men. And moſt of thir Zeal, 
(as far as they commonly make it appear, ). 
is ſhew'd, To Fright men out of their Fazth, 
and Submiſſion to the Righteauſneſs of God; And 
.to Inveigh and Rally againſt the Belzeving in 
Jeſus ; tho it be: to the Saving of the Soul: 

But the Lord Fortifies his k ithiul People: 
againſt all ſuch ; ſa. 51. 7, 8. ken to me, 
(and not to them ;) Te that know Righteouſneſs ; 
the people in whoſe heart is my Law : Fear ye 
not the Reproach of men : Neither be ye afraidef 
their Revilings : For the moth ſhall eat 'em up 
like a Garment ;- and the Worm ſhall eat 'em 
like wool : But my Righteouſneſs ſhall be for ever; 
and my Salvation from generation ts generation. 
And Chap. 54. laſt ver. The Righteoufueſs of 
my ſervants is of me, ſaith the Lord : And if'it 
be of God ; It thall ſurely ſtand: Whoever go 
about to Diſannull it? And if it be according 
to his Word; For certain, It is /oly,and tends 
to his Glory : Whoever ſpet their Venom, to 
Blaſpheme jx, They take the wrong way, to 
| H 4 advance 
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advarice their" Opinion, or their-- Reputation, 
with'the Believers on Feſus : When they are' 
for ſtifling Faith. in'Chriſt 3} to make mention 
ob-their Own Righteouſneſs, even their Own' 
OHFEY: 1 AIG Dz*! SQUID) V1.1 Tx# ol 

«Bnt winle:others Run down:Farrh, to Exalt: 
Good Life 51We would not;i(tor (Reprifads;) 
Thraw:down'Good Life, to fet up: Faith. There! 
folly 2: ti. boo i081 12517 no 

tk 'Let:none:count a Righteouſneſs of their! 
nwnzneedlieis t0'be: Poſſefſediof 3+ Tho' they® 


tave ſtill need :of anotherito 7ZFuſt to; You) 


muſt: throw! 4y your Righteouſneſs j As'no! 
Fourdation for you to-Build upon: But never 
muft-you. Throw. it away, As the Garment 
which you are tobe continually cloath A with- 
all.:'Fho .your Title to Heaven muſt not be: 
laid all wpox-7t + Yet there is no good Hoping 
tor Heaven withour- 7t, No, nor any living up- 
on Earth, But you'l Loſe your: felves ; and: 
Expoſe the Faith of Chriſt, by your means, to' 
be.evil ſpoken of. And 4ead Flyes in the pre- 
ctous Oyntmeat, will give it an-7 favour ; and: 
jpſt Offence, to open the Blaſphemers mouths. 
Here:theri muſt-you be exceeding full of Care; 
To walk Circumſpedly,. as well as to Believe 
Aſſuredly ; And to lead a Life becoming your: 
Faith : That you may not. only have the 
Witneſs-in your felues ;' But may have others al- 
ſo- abroad to \, Corroborate” the Teſtimony*: 
when they ſee the Fruits ſpringing out- of the 
Reot in you ; and from yout Light ſhining, bes 
£4 Ea 6 ew _ 
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fore men, mult be conſtrain'd to'confeſs;” you 
are [uminated' with the heams-of the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, } Stipe; 30 G1 
{ confeſs,” It's vain to talk» Driving fome 
men our of their Righteouſneſs; That whicle 
| indeed they never had But fich muſtrrather 
{ betaught, 'That except they Repent, they ſhall 
periſh : "And that they: mult: Zurs;” or. Dye; as 
well as "Believe and 'Live.. For) Faith is *the 
Fileht of a Convinced Sinner, to the Holy. Alle 
{uſhcient Savor 34 Not-onlp7to tbe Fuſtifyed; 
ant preſerv'd. from” Damnat iv; Butalſo tobe 
Sa#ttifyed,and/ made Meet forrithe-Tuberitauce. 
of God's Safes in theiheavenly Glory. And-þ 
muſt-re}}- you}, ''That your :Qwn Righteouſ- 
_ neſ&gand Hotinets'is as nereſſary,> as your Sal- 
vation and everlaſting Bleſfedneſs. -For the Un. 
righteous ſhall not Inherit the Kingdom of God. 
rx Cor. 6. 9. And-without" Holineſs; no ſeeing 
the” Lord. Heb: 12. 1 4. Convertion, "and: be 
coming New Creatures, and walking: after-the 
Spirit, and having the Converſation: in” Hea: 
ve##; Thele are all ſucl 7nd7/penſible Qualiti- 
cations ; That a man muſt have'a Faithagainſt 
all the Word of God, who can make account 
to get to Heaven without” em. 
And 1 ſhall-kittle: regard the: Peace of mind 
that any do arrive at, in''anZdle, Prayerleſs, 
or Licentious way of Lite. For thus men may 
| fnatch the. Szo/en Goods ; whith one dah;they 
hall Anſwer and Smart tor; And find all the 
fine- Security turn'd into the ſhadaw of Death ; 
| | And 
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And by Grace or Hell, be Awakred into La- 
mentation, and weeping, and wo, They may 
ſo Bribe or Bafle Conſcience for a while; even 
when the Wrath of God abides upon 'em. But 
tho' they cry Peace, and all Well; when they 
know not, or "mind not, what's amiſs : He 
will. bring them to another Reckoning : And 
not hold them-Guiltleſs ; that can ſo eaſie 4b- 
oboe themſelves: And if there be not Grace 
and Holineſs; there will be no Peace and Hap. 
pineſs. Tho' upon the Right Believin > ah 

ſo much our Holy Living here, and our 
Eternal Life hereafter : yet, as we muſt ſecure 
our Salvation. in 'the Hands of our Saviour : 
So muſt we Juſtifie and Adorn our Profeſſion in 
the fight of every Obſerver. However true 
Piety, as well as Faith, Leazs upon Chriſt a- 
lone: (For he .is made unto us Sawtification, 
as well as Redemption : ) Yet wherever his 
Goſpel in Power,is received by Faith ; it will 
produce the Fruits of a Godly Life. So that 
they are no true Believers,but falſe hypocrites, 
who are wicked Livers. Nor are they ſound'in 
the Faith, that abound not in its holy Fruzts. 
For Chriſtians are not to be diſtinguiſht from 
Heathens, only by their Orthodox Opinion ; 
but alſo by their Exemplary Converſation. Elſe 
will they be ſound in worſe caſe at laſt, even 
than thoſe that were without Chriſt, To Con- 


tend f6r his Faith, is 2 duty : True, But it is 


not :7. Nay to cry it up in Words; 'and daſh C 


ir down in the Life : To Flatter lus No 
0M an 
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and Trample his Commands ; is not to Be- 
lieve in him ; but to Rebel againſt him. Belie- 
vers are Created in Chrift Feſus, to Good Works. 
Epheſ. 2. 10. And the Myſtery of Faith is to be 
held in a pare Conſcience. 1 Tim.3.9. But Faith 
is Spurious; and none of that Fuſtifying Faith 
we contend for : if it be not a Holy Faith ; 
and ſuch a Principle of Holineſs, as Purifyes 
the heart ; and works by Love; and is Fruit- 
ful in Good works, To Chriſt indeed, and to 
him alone, belongs all the Fonoar of our Sal- 
vation : But then, we muſt keep up the Glory 
of his Grace, without overthrowing the ax. 
thority cf his Government-: And where we 
cannot work to Deſerve Heaven ; (that we 
need not do; when he has done it for us:) 
= muſt we uſe the Means, and take the WW: 
e has Appointed; to that Salvation, whic 
he has Merited. Nor will he that works all 
our works i» «s, perform our Duties for us : 
Nor will God Forgive and Save ys ; without 
the Terms og our part fulfilled : However by 
his Grace it is, that we do Perform 'em ; and 
to him we muſt /eet ſtill, to Enable us for the 
Performance. And as we muſt Borrow from 
Another the Righteouſneſs, which excludes all 
confidence of Boaſting : So we muſt have in 
our ſelves, the Righteouſneſs which excludes 
all Boldueſs in finning. 

This then may confound the Preſumption 
of ſuch, as think it enough to hang all upon 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; Tho' they caſt 
| behind - 
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behimd their backs:-all the' Precepts of Chriſt, 
And fo indeed, they would-eftabhih;not their 
Righteouſneſs, but their Wickedneſs : And 
make their Faith:in:the Saviour of the World, 
their Patent torafiront the Holy: One of God. 
Chrilts Righteouſneſs is no Aſylum, for ſuch 
bold Traytors : But it 1s a ſweet” Refort, for all 
frarl:Oftenders;::Fis not for thoſe, that will 
not{et themſcives'to walk m his Zoly Ways + 
But-for {uch-as\do. what they can ; yet ſtill 
find «they - come 'ſhort,' and Offend '1in many 
things: 'The'Penitent Believers, whoſe deſire; 
and-care and endeavour is to Live Godly ix 
Chrift Feſus ; "Fho'ſtill they are ſo Faulty, they 
Criminate and\:condemn themſelves ; yet he 
wilt 4nſwer for 'em ; and bring them off. But 
the'Ohſtinate Sinners, who pur themſelves un- 
der.'the.:Banher of another: Commander ; and 
ſet their: Hearts upon the World, and their 
Liſts; and make: no Conſcience of the holy 
Duties, which the Goſpel 'gives them in 
charge ; Tho' they be never ſo Confident, that 
Chriſt ſhall ſave *em : He will ſhake em off, 
and-never onn'em'; but paſs the Sentence of 
condemnation upon. em. Ed. 

'Repentance then, and Righteouſneſs, ' and 
Holineſs, and &ll vertuous and Godly Quali- 
fications, / are ſo abſolutely needfu/, that No 
Good to be dove, No Heaven to be had, with- 
out *em. Noz'Tis vain, 'Tis Impadent to look 
for a-Bleſſed End, in a Wicked Way. When as 
the Saviour-himſelf will not fave us, in our Sins; 
but 
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but from 'em. 1, e. Not when we continue 7m 
penitently 1n'em : Nat unleſs we contrive and 
ſtrive to Forſake 'em. Let no man deceive you 
then with vain words : For becauſe of the Wicked 
things forbidden, comes the Wrath of God upon 
the children of Diſobedience. Ephel. 5.6; He 
has Reveal'd it from Heaven againſt all Ungod: 
lineſs, and Unrighteouſneſs of men, that | hold 
the truth in Unrighteouſneſs. Rom. 1. 18. And 
he that is angry with the Wicked every day ; 
will never A/Zow of Wickedneſs in any Man 
Na, The Righteous Lord loveth Righteouf. 
neſs ; His Countenance does behold the Upright. 
Pial. 11.7. And he that doth Righteouſneſs, is 
Righteous ; and is of God. 1 Joh. 3. 7, 10; 'Tis 
_ not Talking of it, or Pretending to it, without 
Doing it ; that will -prove you to be poſſeſſed 
with it, and-owned of rhe Lord. - And.it you 
are not ſincerely: Righteous, with a Righte#*+- 
| ouſneſs Inherent ; you'l never be:able to make 
it out, either' to'the World, or-to your own 
Conlciences, that you. are compleatly Righ- 
teous, with a Righteouſneſs Imputed': For 
trom this Righteouſneſs, evermore fiows the 
other. | | 

But it may be asked, What need this Righ- 
reouſneſs of 'our Own; If we be Juilified by the 
Righreouſneſs of Arother.2 Nay, it God Juſtiz 
tyes.the Ungodly; May not we e&'n caſt away 
the care of Pzety; and Live at Large, how:we 
pleaſe? If we do but Bel/zeve in -Jetus:Chriſt, 
and perſuade: our felves, That his Righteoufe 


nels 


Io Submiſſion to the 


xeſs ſhall ſet us Right with God ; and bring 
us ſafe to Heaven ? And- then is- not this a 
Dofrine, like to make good work, to Reform 
_ the World ; and turn Sinners apace. to the 
Lord z How could you fit the Humoaxr of Un- 
godly men better 2 And do not you thus give 
even vileſt Wretches the Halo ; not only to 
Run on ; but to Aboxnd, in all Iniquity 2 That 
they may reap the Abundance of Grace ; and 

all Even, by the cheap and eafie way 
of Faith; To Believe that all their Work is 
done ; And they may then take their Zaſe,and 
fear nothing ? 

E bewail ir, That this is the common uſe 
many do make, of all the rich Grace of the 
GoſpeR Thus they ſtumble at the Cornerſtone ; 

daſh themſelves, to their own Deſtrution, 
againſt the very Reck, upon which is to be 
built all our Salvation. Thus the Zoly One of 
God ſhall be made the Pander to Sin ; And 
Relyance on Ghriſt, the Warrant to Rebel a. 
gainſt the Lord. wes 
Now both to ſtop the mouths of ſuch as 
Alaſ; the Righteouſneſs of Faith ; and are 
ready to cry out even of the Choſen Yeſſel, for 
running looſe with «»/avoury DoQtrine : And 
alſo to ſtop the way. againſt the Beaſts of the 
people, that are Ranging Ibout, to ſeek any * 
Gap, where they may break Looſe ; to Out- | 
run their Duty : 1 muſt here give my Pen //- 
berty, to flow down in a meaſure, beyond the 
Proportion obſerved, in the other Parts of this 
Diſcourſe. And 
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And this Cavillation having more; in it of 
Sophiſtry, than Honeſty ; and uſing to ariſe ra- 
ther from Perverſeveſs of Spirit, holding the - 
Truth in Unrighteouſneſs ; than from the real 
want of Cnderſtanding, how to make a better 
uſe of it,; and growing not {o: much upon a 
Weak, as Willfull Miſtake, of the Defign of 
our Saviour's coming ; and of the Nature of 
that true Faith, which gives us the ſaving In- 
tereſt in him : I. ſhall think I have done 
enough to reſcue the Truth out of 211 bands ; 
and to fatisfie all juſt Exceptions ; In Capitu- 
lating with the ObjeRors, and endeaveuri 
to ſet 'em Right, as to thoſe Two Points : An 
to cut off the Occaſions of Wreſtixg and Per. 
verting, em, to their own Yile and Vicious 
purpoſes. 

I. Tho I dare not Limit the Defign of our 
Bleſſed Saviour's Coming into the World, only 
to his Preaching; Righteouſneſs ; and Living 
and Dying an Example of all Vertue and Pie- 
ty ; In his continual doing Good, and patient 
Bearing, Evil ; and Leaving the Rules of Holi- 
neſs, for us to follow : However Holmes has 
been'well Prov'd to be the De/wgn of Chriſtia- 
nity, in a Noted Book ; {which alſo ſpeaks the 
pious Deſign of the Right Reverend Author :) 
Yet it ſeems with good Advice, That [Only] 
was pinch'd out of the 7ztle of that Book in 
the later Edition. For Wo to poor gailty Loft 
Sinners; If Chriſt Jeſus had no further 
End ; To Attone for their Guilt, and Deliver 


'em 


em from the: deferved-Cirſe ; Fo give him- 


ſelf for their Raiſow ; 'To make: their Peace 


* with} Heaven ;:and to Parchaſe them an Fter- 
nal Bleſſed Z7#heritance there.' This 'wondertul 
Kindneſs and 'Love of God-our Saviour, truſt 
never be over-loot and; forgotten. Yet at the 
ſame time , '\muft .we Remember , That he 
had. a Deſign upon us; to Renew us; as 
well--as to: Redeem as: Yea to Redeem 'us 
from the S/avery' of 'Sin-;z as well as 
from the\ Miſery of Hell :' To' Turn us from 
our Iniquities,- and Raiſe us above this World, 
and ſo, to Fir us up tor a Better, After he 
had ſet us Rzght\ in-the Court ot. Heaven ; to 


make us alſo Meet for the Kingdom ot Glory: 


Indeed his:Defigy, : (as one ingeniouſly fays,) 
was not upon-our Names, ſo much, as upon out 
Natures ;- Not to-'raiſe a Generation, that 
thould be called Chriſtians or Believers: But 
to: make them ſuch' manner-of' Perfons, in all 
holy. Converſation and Godlineſs ; as ſhould be 
to the Praiſe. of | his Grace,''and Adorn the Do- 
Arine of God our Saviour in all things : To Cure 
the + deadly + Diſeaſes of *our -$ouls ;- that 
pull'd us down to the ground,” and made us 
ready to drop into Hel! :' Yea to Reſtore us 
to Health and- Integrity ; and Renew us 'aftes 
the [mage »of | him \that' Created us : That we 
might be capable of Communion with him 
here , . and: "the Bleſſed Fruition of him for 
eEVer, Dy 5417 PN f6 


But 
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But O how do tliey Miſtake the Redeemer, 
who take him for their Servan?, only to carry. 
tm to Heaven ; But no Lord, to order 'em, 
m the Way leading thither ! Yea their Slave, 
to Serve with their Sins, and give 'em Boldneſs 
to go on in their 7reſpaſſes ; Becauſe he has 
brought ſufficient Remedies; And more de- 
ſpitetully to uſe. him, the more. he has done 
for them. As 1t there were no more in his 
- Salvation, but juſt: ro Save *em from ZHe/ ; 
without any further ado : Whether ever they: 
be Chang'd and Renewed, by his Spirit or'no : 
And Chriſt muſt take 'em with all their Treas 
ſons and Rebellions ; and Save 'em, whether 
they will or no; Though they run on quite . 
Wide of, and Contrary to, his Way of Salva- 
tion. So ill have they Learxed Chriſt ; who 
think no better of him, than as a Protefor of 
Wickedneſs ; giving men leave to Live as they 
Liſt; Yea giving any the Uncleaneſt Sinners 
hopes of Salvation ; that will but talk of their - 
good Faith : When as he was manifeſted to De» 
ſtroy the Works of the Devil: x John 3. 8: 
And gave himſelf for us ; that he might Redeem 
us from all Iniquity ; and Purify us a Peculiar, 
people to himſelf. Tit. 2. 14. He Died for Sin ; 
that we being Dead to it, might Live-unto 
Righteouſneſs.. x Pet. 2: 24. And to' make us 
ſuch a Santified Sort ; that he'might not be 
alhamed to call us: Brethren. Heb. 2. 11. Yea 
to make us ſo Pure'in Heart, that we. might 


fee God.. Mat. 5.8. To turn our Hearts againſd 
| I the 
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the Corruptions, which they were ſet upon 
and 10 make rhat Holineſs, which was onr 
greateſt Zye-ſore, become the moſt Amiable 


Beauty in our Eyes: To.fave us from the 


Carſe, but not from the Obedience of the Law : 
To throw down our {dels ; that he might be 
Chief and Uppermoſt in our Souls ; And Reigy 
_ 4s; till we ſhould be fit to Reign with 
him. | 

Thovgh he came to Eaſe us of the Load of 
our Sins : Yet not to Diſcharge us fron all 
the Care of our Duty :4Not to call us to a 
Lawleſs condition ; but to take his Toke upon 
as; and Submit to his Government and Dzſc:- 
pline over us; And Reſign up. the Right even 
of our ſelves, to our Lord Redeemer ; To Be, 
and to Do, as he by his Word ſhall order us ; 
Yea and order even the Secreteſt workings 
of our Hearts : Not leaving fo much as our 


Thoughts Free ; and bringing all Defires, In. | 


tentions, and Motions, ſubje&t to his Cor 
zroll : So making the Heart-Adultery, and 
Mental malice, and Pride of Spirit, to be as 
much S$7xs, even as any that break forth into 
outward Att. | 

Indeed he gives rot only hopes but Afu- 
france to all Believers, who Repent and are 
. Converted, that their Sins ſhall be blotted out: 
AS 3.19, But then, whatever we Believe, 
he tells us, That Except we Repent, we ſhall 
Periſh. Luke x3. 3. The Saviour himſelf will 


hot Save us, without Repentance, And —_ 
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he Waſh us, we have no part in him. John 13.8, 
We ſhall not be Ju/tified by his Blood, nor Glo- 
rified in his Kingdom ; If we be not alſo Rege« 
xerate by his Spirit, and  Sa#4iffed by- his 
Grace, He is the Author of Eternal Salvati. 
ou to. all that obey him. Heb: 5.9. Ay, But in- 
ſtead of Saving, he will Deſtroy , thoſe bis 
Enemies, that would not he ſhould Reign over 
'em, Luke 19. 27. He is the Phyfician to Heal 
all our Diſeaſes : *Tis true ; Bur not if we 
Slight all his Preſcriptions. Our: Being in 
Chriſt Jeſus, frees us from Condemnation. So 
we are allured: Rom. Y. 1, © But then that 7s. 
being, muſt be Proved by our holy Walking ; 
Not after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit, - For 
he will not Save us in the way of our: Luſts, 


and in the Way of this World; But in the 


way that he wez?, and inthe way of his Word. 


He has, indeed, provided a Remedy, even for 


the Worſt : But they muſt come into the Way t 
And they muſt take it in #2me : There's a door 
of Hope, and the Xiugdom'ot Heaven, Open'd 
to all that Repert and Believe : But ſhall they 
Eſcape by Tniquity, that do as bad as the Worſt, 
and yer reckon to be Saved with the Beft ? 
They that are Mad upon their Luſts ;' and 
rown Old in their Sins; and Scoff at ho» 
4 Perſons and Duties ; That talk of norhing 
above the'World, and Faſhions and Fooleries ; 
that, ramble abour, after Drink, and Meat for 
their Luſts ; and Scramble and Tear for the 
World ; and Live, as it were, in Spight __ 
T0 the 
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the Goſpel > Do they think to make all whole, 


by telling of their. Part in Chriſt 2 Even thoſe 
that are not fit to live.among Honeſt men up- 


on Earth, Such as Shamefully fail in the very 
Loweſt Rank of. Works ; ( and one might ex- 
pect better uſage from many of the Heathens, 
than from ſuch Chriſtians :. ) Do they pre- 
fume thusſtrait-to grow. up into a Fitneſs for 
the Eternal Dwe/ing with the Holy God and 
his Saints in Heaves:? They: that are ſo Cloſe. 
ſed, 'they'l give even nothing to the Poor : 
And carry, as if. they were no Stewards, to 
Diſpenſe out what they Poſſeſs ; But perfet 
Proprietors, to: do with it 'what their liſt; 
They that have no Government. of themſelves, 
to Conquer their bruitiſh Tuſtivgs, with Tem» 
perance x; nor theit Paſſionate Reſentments with 
Patience: "Yea 'thatmthrow themſelves upon 
the very Mouth of Temptations ; and are 
ready to: catch up all the Baits of Sin, even 
_ ns faſt as the 7emprer caſts them before 'em : 
The Uncorverted, that yet lie Dead in their 
Sins ; "The Unſan#ified, that are ſtill Strang- 


ers and Enemies to Holineſs z That\no more . 


deſire to be Saved, than the Devils do; 7. e. 
Only from T7orments :. And at the higheſt, 
Aim at nothing 'above” Pardon, and Freedom 
from Hell : Are they. in the right way to 


Heaven > And do.they ſtand fair tor. the Sal- 


vation: of Feſus Chriſt > O how Silly, yea and 
Impudent is their Claim to him'?; Though they 
Name his Name, If they. Depget not: from Ini- 


qurty; 


| 
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quity ; What ſhall they- have from him; but 


Depart*from me ye that work Iniquity?' How 
poorly ſhall they come off, who expe he 
muſt Own *em, for calling,» Lord, Lord; When 
they never applied themſelves'to do bis Will » 
Matt. 7. 23. When he had:.only the Name - 
But the ' Warld 'and Luſt had-all the Service. 
They are like to find him. a" Lord, by his 
Fudgments : Though he could not find it, 'by 


_ their Carriage; ' He will be as Dreddfal, as 


ever he was Contemptible; 'to''em ; and make 
the Enemies his Feotſtaok; that would not be 
perſuaded to make his Goſpe/ their Rule. And 
according to Works, will he pronounce the 
ſtanding Sentences of Judgment, at' the Laſt 
day: When every one ſhall receive according 
to what he has done in the Body. 2 Cor. 5. 10. 


and Matt. 25. Saith the Judge to ſome, Te did 


ſo and ſo; therefore, Come ye bleſſed : And to 
others, Ye did contrary ; theretore, Depart ye 
Curſed, Though Heaven's Bleſſeaneſs , ( it's 
true, ) the moſt Righteous have not Deſerved: 
Yet ſo we are taught, How the Perſons muſt 
be Qualified, for whom it is Prepared, As in- 
deed all the Promifes in the Law, If ye: do fo 
and fo, Ye ſhall be Bleſſed; Do not ſhew thoſe 
Works to be the Cauſes of the Bleilings : but 
the Qualifications of God's Servants, for whom 
thoſe Bleſſings are defigned. And therefore, 
as to the Proportions, 'He diſtributes 'em how 
he pleaſes; and not juſt as might ſeem equal 
zn ur eyes ; Giving to _ that came in - 

3 the 
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the Eleventh Hour, as much, as to them that 
had L:abonred from the 7hird, Matt, 20.9; 
That he might let-'em know. it to 'be, Not . 
putely the Reward of the Work ; but the tree 
Gift. of .his Grace,! And though none thall be 
Saved for his' ors, Yet ſhall' the Works. be 
Called. over,  and-£nquired after ; rather that 
Faith; in the: Judgment. - And! every onie 


* Jy their Good mort; can ſhew their Real Farth, 
ahd-;Ihtereſt :4n the. Saviour of the World, 
And Works being more Publick than Faith, 
to be Seen by-all 5 ( As the Superſtrufure lies 
more Oper toBeholders Eyes, than the Fong. 
gation :) The -Publick Sentence before . the 
World, will rherefote be paſs'd thereafter, + 
-:For jm the Vibe Church, even all. pretend | 
'to. Faith ; But then it will be put to the 
Trial 3 Who indeed had it? And then the 
Two grand Parties of: Godly and C/ngadly, that 
divide the World, The Seed of the I/omar, 
and that of the Serpent, Such as Live after 
the Fleſh; and ſuch as Live after the Spirit, 
{hall find a Doom, as dfferent as Heaven and 
Hell. Though many of 'em now Join'd in 
the fame Arzzckes 'of Faith ; and went in the 
common Tale, as all 4/ike. Nay ſome, that 
are not ſuch Nozorioxs Sinners, as every Eye 
ſees; nor every Tongue cries ſhame of their 
courſes ; yet will not find Chriff their Feſus ; 
Nor the Saviour of the World a Saviour to 
them.g If they bemot Holyand Heavenly ; 7 
E 1 | we 


flulkbeTried atcording to ther + Becauſe aft. _ 
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well as Zoxeſt and my : If they be not 


inwardly Chang d and Purified'; as well as out- 
wardly” Fair and Civiliz d. J } is 

Indeed all that are effeually Redeemed by: 
him, will give themſelves to Live H#olily. to 


b, 


him. And of all he does require Holiveſs 


Though nor Perteft, to Merit Heaven : Yer 
Real, tro Prepare "em for it. Nor will he 
Save any, but whom he San#ifies. In good 
truth, Our Sandification is a very Part and 
Beginning of his Saivatton;”. So that before 
we ſhall fad our Souls in Zeaves ; We muſt 
feel the Workings of that Salvation in onr 
Souls upon Earth. And before we are Name 
ber d with his Saints Above: Here we muſt 
be Adapted ro their Inheritance : And ſhew 
. their holy Properties; As ever we hope'ta 
enjoy their Heavenly Priviledges. Though 
our Righteouſneſs is no Supplement, to fill up 
any thing .Wantzg in Chritt's Sacrifice :- Yet 
it 1s the Terms ot our Receiving its Bleſſed 
Benefit, And though we Need not Obey, to _ 
the End that he 4d: Yet are we bound to 
obey, as the Creatures of God, and the Re- 
deemed of the Lord; And muſt walk in the 
way of holy Duty, to his Heavenly Glory ; 
Yea, and S?rzve tor it, as ever we would En- 
ter : Though that be no Meritorious Cauſe of 
our Entrance. 

No pretended Afrance in Chriſt Jeſus, then 
will avail, without- the New-Creature. And 
why are we made New-Creatares, but that we 
I 4 ſhould 
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ſhould walk in Newneſs of Life 2 So that every 
one is not rait to ſet up for a Saint ; who has 
but a good Opinion of himſelf. For O how 
many do make the good Profeſſion of Religi- 
en ;. that like. rhe Cypreſs 'Trees, are only 
Fair, but Fruitleſs | And yet the Saviour him- 


felt has doom'd every Tree that brings not | 


forth good Fruit, to be hewed down, and caſt in. 
to the Fire. He -never came to Eftet 'for us 
4 Fuſtification., | ſeperate from- Sandification. 
When they are. indeed no more to be Parted, 
than: Light-and Heat in the Sun. But as the 
Gift of the Free'Grace of God, is our. Fuſtifica+ 
tion'+ Rom. 3. 24. So this is the Will of God, 
even our Santtification. x Thels. 4. 3. And he 
that makes us Perfe&, -through the Comelineſs | 


thathe puts upon'us; Ezek. 16,14. Ingiving , | 


the Lord our Righteouſneſs, for an Indument un- 
to us : Alſo puts his Spirit within us, Caufing ' 
as to walk in bis Statutes ; that we may keep is 
Fudgments and do *em. Ez. 36. 27. Nor muſt 
we {eek unto him, only to have the Pain of 
our Broken bones #aſed ; But to have 'em 
right Set ; that we may uſe our Leggs, to 
Walk in hi9Ways. And Fuſtification is not 1o 
Needtul, to Reconczle us to God ; But Santtiji- 
cation 15 as. Neediul, to bring us to Enjoy him. 
The former puts out the burning I»flamma- 
tion , that Aﬀicts us: And the Later puts 
a Stop ta.the ſpreading -/nfeftion, that would 
K1l] us. wanV © 
= 
g The 
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The Redeemer, indeed, makes us a way 
to Eſcape : But it is a Holy way j/ not of ſuch 
2 Latitude, as any the Looſeſt Sinners, that 
are called Chriſtians, might enter. No, He 
came not to make'it Wider: 'But to make us 
Holier ; To'Strip us of the' camberſome Luſts 
and Paſſions; that would hinder our Exztrance 
8t the Gate of Life. Thus then muſt we Take 
Chriſt, it we would not Mifake him, and go 
without the Saving Benefit by. him. And: as 
the true Mother was apainſt Dividing the 
Child : So the true Chriſtzans will be againſt 
Dividing "the" Saviour :- And' take him tor a 
' Teacher, Ruler, and Sanfifier ; as well as a 
Redeemer: And to Redeem 'em now- from 
their Vain and Vicious Converſation ; as well 
as hereafter from God's Wrath and everlaſting 
Damnation : Yea to Purify, that he may Glo- 
rify *em ; and bring 'em to Live, in this 
World, ſo'#lily to him ; That he may ad- 
vance em in the next, to Live tor ever Bleſ. 
fſedly with him. 


%. 


Again, 

I. Though we are Saved through Faith ; 
Yet it muft be more than a Faith in Concez?, 
that will help us to a Heoven in Earneſt, Tis 
not only to thift Opinions, and to go over to 
the Party of another Perſuafion ; and there 
reckon upon Eafe and Reſt: ( as at Rome, 
where Bad Men may be: Good Sons of the 

Church ; and by proteſling to Believe, as the 
Wy Church 
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Church: does , . entertain a Confidence, to be 
Sav'd ;--as fure- as ever man: was, ) Such as 
hang all upon a bafe empty Faith; withous 
the good and godly Pradtice ; do quite Mi- 
ſtake the Nature -of that true Faith, which 
gives us the Saving {»tereſt in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. . And T'confeſs, That no Miſtakes in 

eligion are more Rife and Pernicions, than 
thoſe about Fazth, ' Some throwing it ſo Low 
as toſignify juſt Notbing : And others fireteh» 
ig itſo Wade. as to. Swallow up all Daty cle; 
Though ſo few have the Fewe/; And owe 
Lord queſtions, Where it will be found, at his 
Coming. Luke 18.8, Yet almoſt all Jay Claim 
roit': As if every breaſt were the Cabinet th 
encloſe it. ' Even the Worſ# men will boaſt of 
- their Good Faith within : Though: they have 
nothing Good without, to ſhew for.it. When 
they hear, There will be no Zeaven without 
Faith: They are loath to give up all their 
Salvation, for want of that Believing, which 
they count ſo Eaſy a Performance. And 
though they cannot endure.the Exerciſes of 
Godlineſs ; yet taking Faith, to be only the 
Owning of God and Chriſt, and a Confident -. 
Perſuaſion, that all will be Well with them; 
Thus they make it'ſo Light a matter; and © 
boldly Arrogate' that to themſelves ; which 
they think is ſo Secret, out of the Workd's 
view ; that none is able to Dzſprove 'em. 
Here then they ſtep behind the Curtain; and 
plead;. what is in their Hearts; So making 
account - 
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account to Hide all rheir:Evil, beyond diſco» 
very. When, alas, they do ſtill. Betray *em-. 
ſelves, in that Coarſe of their Life ; which ts 
the main 7ryal of their Faith: And this is 
more to be known by the Works, than by the 
Words. Let any: fay, as Jong and as oft as they 
will, That they do Belzeve': This is no Proof 
at all. For what woes it profit, if a man ſay, that 
bt has Faith, and bas not Works > Can Faith 
Jave bim 2 Jam. 2; 14: Such 4 Faith, (which 
is indeed but'the Gnage and Shadoip of Faith,) 
cinnot fave-him 3 Any more than a gilded 
puper-Targer can defend him.-' Let him ſhew 
me.his Faith, - without his Works : And that 
will put him-very hard to it ; For he may af 
foon thew me the Sur without Light ; Or the 
Fire withoat ZHeat, And'if he do ſhew me a 
Sur without Light 1 am fure it 3s but the 
Pitture of the Sun. And if hed6 ſhew me a 
Fire withour Heat : I am fſyre it is but a Parr 
ted Flame. And if he talk of Faith in Chrift, 
without.doing the Work of God ; Iam ſure it 
is bur Zalk. In this caſe therefore,we are more 
to Truſtour Eyes, than our Ears : Rather to 
fee, how men Live ;| Than to hear what they 
Say. For let a man affirm over and over, That 
it is an excellent good Fruit-Tree : And yet 1 
ſee it all Witherd and Dead; and never to 
Bear any thing, worth the touching : I can- 
not then Contradi&t my own Senſe and expe- 
rience, to give him Credzt. And fo let a man 
take never ſo much pains, to make _ Be- 
ieve, - 
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lieve, That he' is 'a- Believer ; and plead me 


down ſtill, '' That he has: the Good” Faith”: 


- When I can never ſee, what it'is Good for ; nor 


find that he ſavours of Holineſs, nor follows 
after it ; But rather Diſguſts and Rejects it; and 
Oppoſes and Scorns it: Does hethink thus t$ 
 Dample and Stun. me ; in. Vaunting of his 
{ſtrong Faith in God, and: his Good Belief in 
his Saviour ? \Againſt which Phraſes does he 
conclude none muſt Reply, nor dare to queſti. 
on any ſuch Pretentions 2 Here:I-have not the 
Faith, to Believe all ſuch Boaſters of Faith: 
Nor am fo to be Clubb'd into; ever the. berter 


Opinion of ſuch ;/ whoſe Nakedvefi 1 can too 


eaſily ſee, through all theſe Fig-leaves, If this 
be their Faith; only to keep up a. good Cor, 
' ceit, of themſelves, and a firong Preſumptzon, 
That Chriſt will Save *em ; Nay, If this be the 
mighty. Achievment of their Faith, to ger the 
Maſtery of Conſcience; And think to Bore 
and.ruſh into Heaven, in a Way clean contra: 


ry, to what the Goſpel of our Lord points : 


out: Such. Audacious Hanging upon the Sa- 
viour of the World, to 0p, and bear em 
out, even in all the Worſt they can do; Who 
can look upon it, as the Faith of our Lord ? 
Yea what better can it hear, than the proud 
Swelling of an Unhumbled Heart ; and the da- 
ring BoldneſSs of ſuch Wicked and Worldly 
men ; than whom, there are not really grea- 
ter Infidels in the World > When they can ven- 
tyre upon all Sz»; Becauſe Chriſt has an - 
c 
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ſed Pardon; And after they have Trampled 
43 down their own Conſcience, together with his 
holy Laws, Put:on the bold Face ; as if they 
had done — againſt him. When their ' 
Believing gives «the Superſedeas to Godly Li- 
ving ; Their Cofidence 1s the Bar to their 
Converſion; And their Faith the Paſ-port, to 
carry *em through all the Fouleſt ways; As if 
they needed not care what they did, nor how 
they Liv'd ;. when they have but once pinn'd 
'emlelves upon Chriſt, by that which they call 
their Faiths; but is indeed only a rude Invafis 
on, and vile Profanation of the holy thing : 
Such kind of Believers may periſh in their 
Sins ; For all this Truſting in the: Saviour of 
Sinners : And the Soli-fidian Conceit will ne- 
ver do 'em any Service ; Unleſs to Aggravate 
their Guilt and Puniſhment, 'For ſo Afronti 
the Lord that Bought 'em ; and Perverting all 
the Grace of God, which brings Salvation. 
This very Faith ſhall be laid to their charge, 
as their Sin; and ſuch a Sin, eimgyr og 
Heart and Strength to all their Sins ; in- 
ſtead of Leading and Keeping them to the 
Lord; Embolden'd 'em to Fly from him, and 
to ſet his Commands at Defyance. -* 

Indeed their Challenging a Part in the Savz- 
our, when they Laflrour-ſo extreamly wide of * 
the way of Salvation, does bur-betray 'em, to 
be Falſe Uſurpers of that-glorious Priviledge ; 
in which they have no part or Lot: 'And they 
do ſo commonly Confute themſelves, as to _ 

| j t e 
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the Faith of Chrift from hearing the Blawe of 
their Miſcarriage. Unleſs they could give a 
likeher Account, how they came by it; and 
made a better Ce of it: the Suſpitzon is ſtrong 
againſt 'em, that there is om ſuch thing in 
4 | | 
\ - When as Tempeſts uſe to ſhake the Saul, e're 
Chriſt ſays, Peace be #ill : And when Conv. 
#ion and Humiliation, preparing the Soul for 
him, are ſuch Workings, 'as all Believers are 
well acquainted with; 2nd from the greateſt 
to the leaſt, have a common fexſe of : What 
then, to their Credit, can we think of their 
Faith ; Who would be Healed, before Wound. 
ed; At eaſe; before they have paſs'd the ſtrait 
Gate ; Children of God, belore they bave felt 
any Pangs of the New-Birth; The Lord's Free. 
men, betore they have- been under the Spirit 
of Boudage ;;  faved by Chriſt Jeſus ; before 
they have 'found themſelves Lo/# without 
him ? $3 
 Egith is compared to a Building, Jud. ver, 
20. And where we are to build High,we muſt 
lay the Foundation Low., But where there has 
been no deep Zwn/:atron, what's all the boaſt. 
ed Faith, but a fond Preſumption > Such then 
are- only full of 7hemſehves ; and puft'd up, 
like Blifters. or - Bladders ; that were never © 
prick'd at-Heart, to.let out the Impoſtbume, 
and bring down the. proud Zamor, And 'tis 
then, bat a ſettling on their Lees, Inſtead of 
Truſting 3n Chriſt; yea, And rather a ftireng- 
: thening 


Ufghteouſneſs-of God 127 
thening themſelves in their Wickedneſs and 
Worldly: holds ; than growing ſtrong in the 
Lord. 'Therefore they are ſo Bold, Becauſe all 
Fleſh : and nothing of Spirit in 'em, To Di- 
ſturb 'em in their Sins 3 But Lurk in the Rub- 
biſh of the 0/4 man ; and Fortify themſelves in - 
the Natural FaſtneſS : And, ſo they have need 
to look in the Glaſs of the Law, to ſee their 
Sin and Curſe ; Before they look unto Feſus 
for Relief and Comfort. The Repentance, thar 
breaks their Hearts, and brings 'em_ to an 
unfeigned Purpoſe of Turning from their Sxs, 
muſt diſpoſe. them for the Pardon and the Sa- 
viour, which their Faith js to Receive. 

And 'tis not to Fancy Forgivenels,and Fancy 
Happineſs to our ſelves :- But to build on the 
(ure Promiſes of the Goſpel of our Lord. For 
true Faith is . Bred :and Fed by the Word of 
God. And haſt thou then this Faith, when the 
holy Word, that ſhould Revzve, and Cheer, and 
Tranſport thee, doth nothing but Confound, 
and Gall, and ſtrike theg, Dead? Is that the 
Faith ot Chriſt, and not rather a F:#7ou of 
thy own Head, that never Purges nor Raiſes 
thy Soul; -nor Quickens thee to thy work,nor 
engages thy Heart to the Lord ? 
 Afaiththatis the Back and Bo/fter, to bear 
thee up, even in the Waer/# that thou doſt; To 
give thee Hearts-Eaſe in thy Sins; and make 
thee lye wallowing there, with a Bea/tly plea- 
lure? | A 711 


Ts 
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Ts tpoflible,, Thou ſhould'ſt Believe in the 
= God, The Holy Feſus, The Holy Ghoſt; 
And yet be ſtill a Stranger, and an Enemy to 
Holineſs > Ts it poſſible, Thou ſhould'ſt Believe 
Heaven to be the Seat of Holineſs ; into which 
nothing Uncleax ſhall enter ; And yet Love 
and Chulſe to continue Fi/thy ſtill > Thou art 
a ſad Believer then : That Believeſt nothing ſo 
much,” as the Father of Lyes; and the abſur- 
deſt Dreams and Contradifions. 

And, Lord, How art thou provoked to thy 
Face, by ſuch as thou haſt called to the know- 
ledge of thy Truth ! When the Chriſtian World 
ſo twarms with theſe Locuſts, buzzing every 
where, in our Ears, with the noiſe of their 
Faith : Knowing that they are gone,as to any 
Evidence for 'em from their Life ; Yet they 
cry, They Believe in Chriſt, *and hope to be 
ſaved by their Faith. And thus we have, (If I 
may call over Names fo Repugnant, ) Swearing 
Believers, and Drunken Behevers, and Whor- 
ing Believers, and Muck-worm Believers, and 
Knaviſh Believers, and an endleſs gang of Un- 
godly Believers: Who will all have it, That 
they Believe ; and ſtill Belzeve on : Till they 
have Believ'd themſelves out of their W:ts,and 
out of' their Souls ; 'and Believ'd themſelves 


intarthe hands of the Devil, and the Damna- | 


tion of He/. The Lord deliver us trom ſuch a 
ſenſeleſs Conceit,. and wicked Delufton ; as the 
fine thing call'd their Fazth ; which Preſump» 
tous Sinners are ſo proud of. 

| But 
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But the right Faith is a moſt Holy Faith. 
Jud, 20. And Faith and Holineſs are {6 ifffepd- 
rably conjoyn d together ; ©: That whoever 
pretends to the oe without the other, indeed 
has zeither, And tho' Faith does nor make us 
free from all $7 ; Yet it will give us ſuch a 
Tenderneſs, that we ſhall never be Eaſy under 
it. "Twill make us Impatient of the Sinful Un- 
cleanneſs; And not ſuffer us to Live and lye 
in the Love and Maintenance of any known 
Wickedneſs. "Tis the Sheild, to quench the frery 
Darts of the Wicked : So that we ſhall not uſt. 
ally faZ by '*em: and when ever we do; We 
ſhall not Jye by it ; But be the foreſt Burden 
to our ſelves, till we have got it off : 
And go with a mighty Concern, to keep and 
Cleanſe thoſe very Hearts, where we know, 
the Eye of God pierces. For ſo, the Heart is 
{aid to be Purifzed by Faith. A. 15. 19. It 
Incorporates us with our Lord, as very Parts 
of his Body ; Endued with the ſame Holy Spi- 
rit, that is in Himſelf : And ſo obliges us to 
Conform to our Head; with whom we are 
thus vitally One : That the Members of Chrift 
may not act as the Limbs of Satan. And tho' 
our Holineſs, (even at beſt, ) caa never Fuſt:- 
fy : Yer the Faith that Fuſtifyes, will ever 


. make us Zoly. Yea tho' Faith alone Juſtifyes 


us ; yet not that Faith, which is ſo Alone, as 
to be Severed trom all other Vertues and Gra- 
ces. No, But if this Roo? of the matter be in 
us, 'Twill ſhew its Prolific Efficacy and Ferti® 

| K lity, ' 


. 
I 66 16 3325: 5: "JP 
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ity in all agreeable Fruits produced by us, 
AS the Sun inthe Heavens, Enlightens, Waris, 
and Enlivens things 0n the Earth : Such Efetts 
,will the Faith of Chriſt wotk in the Soul. "Tis 
.the, Refipers Fire and Fullers Soap; To purge 
,out.,our Drofs and Corruptions, "Tis. the Spring 
.and Weight, tq ſet all the Moveable" parts'a 
. going.:. And. will not let us Reſt, from ſeeking 
.the Lord ; "Till in him we find Ref? to onr 
5ouls.. "Tis | Pres of Life ; For we Live 


' 


.a Dead Faith cannor give us Life. And Faith 
. without Works is Dead. Jam. 2. laſt ver. ' z,e, 


Þ *75> ae Fig pp ' ; | a, Y 
- *Tis thus diſcerned to be Dead : As the Carcaf, | 


; when there is no, Breath, Senſe, or Motion 'in it, 
tathew any' Life. we | 

. .. So that I cannot give thee hopes to be Ju. 

K ſtifyed by any Faith, but what is Juſtifyed by 

.2 holy Life. And {till Works muſt be the Certs- 
ficate:to thy Cinſcience,as well as to the World: 

That thy Heart may not Condemn thee, For 


b pleading Faith in Chriſt's Merits, againſt Obe : 
_ + dience to Chriſt's Commands. For there's' a Be- 


_Heving the Lord's Commands; as well as his 
. Promiſes. Pal. 119. 66. Believing 'em to be 


..not only Needful. and Indiſpenſible ; But moſt 


Equal and profitable : Nor onl tharthou' mf 
.do 'em :, But that it is abſolutely Beſt, for thee; 


_. foto do. And tho' tHou haſt nothing but Chrif 
to Truſt to ; yet thou haſt a great deal more | 


. todo, beſides Truſting in Chriſt : A great deal 
more, which this Tru/ſtzvg will put” thee be 
; | (F118 


the Faith of the Son of God. Gal. 2, 20. But | 


| 


E 
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doing. For \it -is that .principle of Ativi 
which will make thee Buſy ; And ſhew the 


;Need:that thou þaſt, to be ſo. 05900 alſo the 


blefled Effetts- of it, that thy fhall nat 


.be in Vain inthe Lord. Thus the T9 Faih 


will ſhew itſelf, ,in the Actions of Life; in 
thei/exſe of Wy Ne Hungr and thirſt afier Righ- 

after. the Favour.of-God ; and 
r=" a.Zeal for his Religion =! Service, FE 
will -make-theeBrisk and buſi, warm, and 
=O oreoty about. the Offices . of Piety 3 > and 


,make thee Grean.under thy remaining Dull- 
nels, as thy. Clog and-griet. 


{For this Faith, is gies with a ,Rg- 


newed Nature : And then from that, Holy afti- 
195 will flow, even as. Water from the Foun- 


tain. S090 that. thou ,wilt;Reverence and Love 


:thy Lord ;,and heartily Devote thy elf ro 
ferye his Ivtereſts ; and caretully-Conſalt,hjs 


Honour ; and dutifully .Regard his .Plea- 


\fare ; and delight -to Appipach | his Pres 
-fence,.and to be-Bulied abouthis Work. . For 


unto them that. Believe, he is ſo Preciqus, x Per. 
247. [That they .Slight and Leave all for. him. 


.Anditherefore' their, Faith is faid to be AL 
Kifory. over the Worl! y 
will not ſex their Hearts upon it : When they 
(know: ſo- much, Better, wherewith to. be. En- 
ertained. Worldlings, theretore ; are 'Unbelie- 
overs : , And they. do'. but +Taik, of Faith in 


'rJoh.;v.,q. For 


Chriſt that are fil all upon it for this Worj4 


I or Faith is the £pidence,ot the U aſcen World; 
K 2 Shew- 
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Shewing ſuch great and Glorious things Above; 
. a5 to Cloud and diſgrace all that-is here below, 
. *Tis the F#tment, working Upwards ; Arid as 
Wings, carrying the Soul away to Converſe 
in Heaven. - And the Believer cannot firid his 
Heart fink, and Grove/ and ſettle here ; Bnt 
he is ſoon ſenſible of the Folly and Miſchief : 
And wo 6: and ſtruggles to be deliver'd 'and 
raisd from the' Duſt of the Earth, -and the 
Mud of this World. ' O what Believers then 
are they, thar never ſo much' as make Con- 
"feſſion or Moan of their Worldlineſs ; 'But ate 
rather in their Element ; when deepeſt ſo Eh- 
"gaged: Defend and plead forit ; and ſhew an 
Angry concern, to be taken off; and no good 
wil to the holy Exerciſes, that have a 7en- 
dency to the Heavenly Countrey ! 
' And when Faith, and Love of the Saints, 
"are made Twins; Col. 1. 4. How can the Be- 
 fiever be a Perſecutor > And what Part is heof 
the Body, that can Tear and Worry any Mem- 
Fer > No man can Hate his own Fleſh : And 
no Faithful Soul can Prey upon'its own Kind; 
Nor be Bitter againſt the Generation of God's 
- Children. No, It thoy Love him that Begate, | 
' Thou wilt not Malign any that are Begotten'ot 
" Hit. Burt to ſuch thou wilt ncline ; and of 
ſach thou wilt'be Fond, above all perſons elle 
in the World.' They will be Dear to thee ; for 
that holy Image of thy Father, which is up- | 
* 00 ner, © £0 
And, in ſhort, If thou art Uzboly, _ = 
E nbe- 
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Unbelieving. For thou canſt-not- Believe the 
Word of Chriſt, but thou muſt be fure, Thax 
Allowed Sin will-rua thee upon the Damnation 
of Hell. And .therefore, where .thou canſt 
net be Innocent 4, Yet, thou wilt. be: Penitent x 
And tho thou cant inot plead, .Not Guilty ; 
yet; thou, wi't not, be a Worker of  Iniquity : 
But {till aſpire and ſtrive to be more Holy ; As 


one. that believes, There's no other way to the 


Heavenly Glory. - - 

.\;\Wouldſt thou then: give a good anſwer, to 
ſuch as ask thee a Reaſon of the Faith and 
Hope. that . thou ' haſt. in irhy Saviour 2 Thou | 
muſt. give thy Conſent, to. be. Ruled, as well 
as Saved, by him: Ard make. appear 
how much indeed. thou canſt Truſt him ; By 
Venturing thy Soul, and all thy Eternal Con- 
cerns, in the Way that he bids thee take : Ne- 
ver Miſdoubting the Courſe, he puts thee up- 
on; Nor 'fancying any other. to. be. Better ; 
Nor ſeperating Faith from Holineſs; Leaſt 
thou ſeperate thy Soul from. Heaven : Nor 
thinking to Believe thy felt into. it ; When 


thou doſt not, by Patient continuance in well. 


doing,, ſeek for it. For {o maiſt thou periſh in 
thy Sins, for all thy Relyance on thy Saviour ; 
When 'tis on other Terms, than he has laid 


down ;@{And thou ſeemelt confident of thy 


Salvation, in the very way of Damnation. 

But tho' thou muſt 7ru/t .in him, ſo as to 
Exclude every thing elſe, 4or a Saviour ; Yet 
not ſo as to Exclude»thy Dzligence, to work. 

K 3 out 
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out thy Salvation. And tho” thou muſt not 
{et any Inherent Holineſs in Chriſt's ſtead, to 
Truſt to it: Yet muſt thou never throw it 6 
Low, as to Yilify, and grow Careleſs of it: 
Not be @ Deſpiſer of Good works ; Howevet 
thou art not to Depend upon 'em, as the $4. 


wiours of thiy Soul. Thou muſt totwithſtand. | 


ing, have 'etti to ſhew, for thy Intereſt in the 
Saviour : "Fo ſhew, That thou art Foxnded 
«pon the Rock : Mat. 7. 25. And that thon 
haſt laid up the Good Fondation againſt the 
time to come. 1 Tim. 6.19. 2.6, To thew, that 
thou art one of thoſe, to'whom the Promiſe 
of Eternal Life is made::*One that by : rhe 
Grace.of God, art brought in the way to it, 
and ſtandeſt fazr and ſare tor it.. 
To ſum vp then what has been faid, As the 
Son of God, 'came not into the World, to 
mike him Friends with Sin and Wickedneſs ; 
"But to plant the Faith, that ſhould be Fruit. 
Ful in works of Righteonſneſs and Holineſs ; 
So where ever there's true Holineſs, it ſprings 
from Faith : And if it be true Faith, It will 
allo bring forth Holineſs of Life. And theh 
for fach as Abandon themſelyes over to Un- . 
godly courſes; No matter indeed whether 
they Believe ove way or/2mother : For tis not 
any Believing, will Le their Secur#fy, who 
perfiſt in wicked Living. BING, 
-_ *Twere well then, if our Accuſers were no , 
more againſt the Þypured, than we are againſt 
the Ztberext, Righteonfheſs. O may we Fw 
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them to ſilence, the Apoſile's propoſed. way ;. 
x Pet. 2.15. Not in Profeſiing fairer, or Talk- 
ing faſter ; But in Doing better. Tho'' the' 
Scripture is Exprels, That God Fuſtifyes the 
Ungodly : Rom. 4. 5. (For that he Juſtifyes 
none but the Godly ; I never read'in his Ward.) 
 Yetour Doctrine does not Embolden any Un- 
godly man,ſo to Continue. No,*Tis ſo far from 
Defending him,in his Impiety : That it cuts off 
all his hopes, If he depart not from Iniquity. 
| For Mex, indeed, to Juſtifie the witked ; 
Ifa, 5. 23. Is to Patronize, and Hearten %em 
on, in their evil wayes. But when God Juſti» 
fyes the Ungod!/ (0. Change alwayes follows, 
to Rightebifueks and true Foline 5. And it muſt * 
| be fincere LN, wIG fulfledÞy vs, that will 
ive us Enc uragemment, ND Slead Chriſt's per- 
b Righteouſne fond inus, AS by: Faith we 
muſt have Recourſe to him,and Rely upon him; 
if we would have his Righteouſneſs to be our 
\ Own : So muſt we follow him, in the Righte- 
ous wayes he has tract us out ; if we would 
' have the comfortable Evidence, Thaz we are 
Righteous through his Righteouſneſs Pk 
And if ſtill the Clamor go oh, That we gra- 
tify the Lazy ;. Who are glad; to ſlip the 7a, 
and throw off their duty : For if all be done 
for 'em ; Why may not they ſit ſtill, and take 
their Eaſe > And how can we preſs them to 
any Good warks, when' we teach, "That they 
are all I-ſuficient to their Juſtification?” © \_ 
Let me” ask ſuch Queſtioners, Is there ng 
| SW: ET; WW reach. 
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| Preaching yp the Neceſſity of Good works,Un- 
| bes we prove 'em to be the Sinners Plea, for 
Juſtification in the ſight of God ? And it they 
be any who belong to this Church, will they 
not hear the Church'> (Serm. of Salv.) 

[We ſhut not out other Good works, to be 

Joyned with Faith : But we ſhut them out from © 
the Office of Fuſtifying. Sa that, tho' they be all 
preſent together, in him that i Juſtt ihe d ; ; yet 
they Juſtify not all together.] 

And may not we Diſclaim their Merit ; And 
at the ſame time,keep up their Prafice ? Nay, 
what if after all-the Cry, We better ſecure 'em, 
than they that build the Juſtification upon 
' *em? For holding Juſtification and SanRikica- 
tion to be /»ſe erable ; - We do never Renounce, 
but Kill ſ#ppoſe '*em : And ſtill make *em the 
Conſequents ; Tho' never the Fore-runners, of 
Faith and Grace, Tho' we are not for Exalt- 
ing ern, aboye their due Place; yet we would 
not ſhut them out of Doors. Tho' we cannot 
Pride. it, in the Pouted tuff; yet we would 
not go Naked, "Tho' we dare not give 'em 
the. Honour of working our Juſtification: Yet 
we conſtantly affirm, that they flow.from it ; 
even as Light from the Sun : And tho' ſome- 
times they are weak and Clouded, as the Sun- 
Light is; and do not perpetually ſhine forth, 
with a Meridian Lyſtre : yet there is the Prin- 
eiple and Fountain of em; and zhe ſeed of God 
laid ; in the Believing Soul, to Raiſe and Main- 
Jain 'em. Yea even iq a cloudy Sky, we ry 
Fe, 
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tell, that the Sun is Riſen : And it cannot be 
ap, but there will be ſome Signs of Day : So 
no Juſtification in God's S7ght ; but there will 
be ſome holy Change in our Sight - As Eyes 
Open'd ; Heart  ſoitned ; Prejadices Con- 
quer'd; Aﬀections Rais'd ; Courſe Turn'd ; 
and the' whole Man Better'd : Not to' be leſs 
. Careful of his Duty, but, more concern'd than 
ever, for it, Seeing the Grace of the Goſpel 
takes not away the OZligatzon of the Law : Nor 
_ does Juſtification give Leave to commit any 

Sin ;. Tho' it give Pardon tor all Sins com- 
mitted. And 'twas a good Saying, of a great 
Reformer, (Libertas in Chriſto, nullam Innocen. 
centie fecit injuriam.) Our Liberty in Chriſt 
does not Diminiſh any thing ot ovr Duty to 
him. For till the Tree is to be known by its 
Fruits : And they are not his Sheep, that do 
not folow him. The Freedom which he brings 
is from the Bondage oi Sin, and the Dread of 
Wrath : That we may more readily and Inge- 
niouſly ſerve him ; As a people Deliver d and 
made Wiling by him. And ſuch a Relaxation 
. is the ſtrongeſt Obligation. Plal. x 30. 4.- There 
is Forgiveneſs with thee, O Lord, that thou 
maiſt be Feared : Even with ſach a Child-like 
Fear of Offendirg ; as is not only confiftent with 
the deareſt Love; But naturally flows trom it. 
' And thus even Believers paſs the time of their 
ojourning here in Fear. 1 Pet. 1. 17, Looking 
diligently, Leaſt any man Fail of the Grace of 
God, Heb, 12. 15. And the more _ 

| 2 
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ſhall all, by ſuch, be carried, ; the more they 
perceive how. they have been Favoured. 
'Lo.be Lookt upon.in our Bloud ; andeven 
when we wereEnemyes,7o beReconciled unto God 
by the Death of his Son, Rom.v.16. O what like 
the ſenſe of. this mighty Urdeſerved Love, to 
moelt.down and Overcome the Heart, and be- 
get'a 'dear-Love to Him, that fo Firſt Loved 
us.': And then what fo ſtudious as Love to be * 
Thankful > And to. Expreſs the Thankfulneſs 
in-all Pleafengne[s ; Striving and Loving to be 
Like our generous Lover, and bleſſed Provi- 
der-2 This is the Ingenuity of God's Children ; 
to be Wor for ever with ſuch & indueſs : And 
then take Hear? ; Becauſe they are in ſuch 


» 


Hands : And never think they can do enough 


for the God ſo unſpeakably Geed. The ſenſe of _. 


his Love falls their Hearts with Foy : And then 
that Foy of the Lords their Strength. Nothing 
in the World ſo. Animates and hcartens 'em 

on, in the way. of their Duty. | 
And tho Strangers to the Life of Love, 
would ſin for ever, it they durſt, for the Fear 
of Hell ; And could Ungadly wretches be but 
{lure of Pardqn,. Alas, what would they do 
for the Love of God 2 .But be Unſatiable in the 
fouleſt Wickedneſs ; were all the Barricado's 
of a {ervile Dread but Removed out of their 
way ? Yet Faithful Souls fly from $y, for the 
Love of their dear Lard : and ask with a 
holy Judignation, as Rom. 6. 1. Shall we con« 
rinue in Sin, that Grace may abound ? Shall Be- 
| 2 lievers. 
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lievers malde no Conſcience-of - Obedience to 
God's Commands ; Becauſe their Obedience can; 
not. Juſtify *em in God's Sight 2 Or ſhall: they 
Grow upon the God of all-Grace, and venture 
to do their Worſt ;* Becauſe all's made: ſure on 
their ſide > The Apoſtle argues rather from 
their fure Obfrgnation, to their moze Cautious 
.Comverfation : Eph. 4. 30. Grieve not the Holy 
Spirit of God, whereby ye are Sealed to the day 
of Redemption. And he befeeches 'em only by the 
Mercyes of God, to Devote themſelves: to. his 
Service. [Rom. 12. 1. For indeed; how could 
he ever deviſe a more Forcible Argument ? 
Exhorting to a holy Walking' with God, He 
does not Eat his former Words ; Nor Undo 
the Doctrine: he had taught, - of Juſtification 
by- Faith without” Works ; As a Looſe and dar- 
gerous Doctrine. No, ' He argues indeed from 
more Sweet,but never the Leſs Cogent,7opicks : 
Such as, the Difungenuity, the Ingratit i the 
Provocation ; To (in againſt Light, and Power, 
and all the. moſt gracious Engagement, to do 
Better :- The | Painfalnefs and Madneſs, fo to 
Grate upon the Soul, and wound the Conſci- 
ence, and Create a Hel in it. And they are 
Novices in the Buſineſs of Regeneration, that 
do not know it produces the New-Creature ': 
And what a Contradittion it is then to his ve- 
ry Conſtitution, to lye Wallowing in Sim ; 
When he is Shaped and made for quite another 
Service ::How he Reluttates againſt the Wick- 
ed thing ; and whule he is Himſelf, he can- 
not do it, Es I ap- 
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F-appeal to every "Heart that' has been 
Warmed:with' the'Love of God : If there be 
inthe -World,. 'a more Powerful Dzfſuafive 
from'Sin, than. the Loving-kindneſs of the 
Lord, in Forgzv?ng' our Sins : If there be any 
Cords ſtronger, than *thoſe of Love ; to bind 
us to.our Duty : And it any Force 'more Pre» 
valet than that,2 Cor. v.14., When the Love 
of Chriſt Conftraineth us. No, the Child of God 
would/fet himfelt again $7, "Tho there were 
no Heaven'or Hel. For-God makes it rk/om, 
and Holineſs Delightful, to the Juſtifyed Soul, 
He that Lives in.the.Region of Love ; and ſees 
the Love of Chriſt Blotting out: all the Bitter 
things: which the Law writes againſt him ; is 
more Animated, as well as more 0#liged, to 
Live to the Relzever of his Miſery. And Faith 
does more to Conguer his Corruptions, than 
all the moſt Elaborate of Legal dutyes ever 
could do. It wings and Erſpirits his Servi- 
ces, to know in whom he Belzeves; and with 
whom he has to do; The ſweet Saviour, The 
tender Father ; That Exadts not our Failings ; 
but Compaſſiionates our Infirmityes : And ex- 
pets not Perfeftion of Obedience from us ; 
But Approbation of that holy Law, which we 
can no &grter fulfill ; and an earneſt defare and 
Endeavour, ſtill to proceed further, and do 
Better, And then he cheertully enters the 
Yoke of Chriſt, as that of Wedleck : And 
draws in ir, Not as Cowpe/'d to it, but in Love 
With it. | 
Now 
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Now how: Uneaſte ſoever it is, To Move, 
for Dread of the Laſh; Yet what more De- 
lighttul than to obey him, that ſo ſpares us ; 
That has abounded with fuch Riches of Grace 
towards us; and that is flill Surprizing us 
with Loving-kindneſs afreſh > Tho' Faith is a 
Riddle to the Natural man ; And Holineſs but 
a Correttion-houſe to the Unſanfifyed Sinner ; 
The Believer is ſwayed with the ; ok of the 
one ; and Raviſhd with the Sweetneſs of the 
other. And he that has known the Sorrow of 
his old Diſtemper, will be proud of the Cure, 
which Grace has wrought ; and ever Wary, to 
Preſerve the Health Recovered. And if Gen- 
tiles, in the State of Nature, much more the 
Regenerate, in the State of Grace, are a Law to 
themſelves. Their own New Nature, and the 
Divine Image drawn upon 'em, is a ſtanding 
Rule to *em. And they that have the Internal 
Reliſh of Heavenly Sweets, and the very Life 
of God derived to 'em; will be infinitely 
Choice and tender thereof ; And ſhrink back, 
with the utmoſt Antipathy, from all the 4/- 
faults and ſpoils, the Portraiture of God, and 
the Antipaſt of Glory, in the Soul. And even . 
when they are ſafe in the hands of their Savi- 
our ; Yet they will Zremble at the. Sins that 
drew his Bloud. 

Thus the DoQtrine of Free Grace, and Juſti- 
fication by Faith, (That ſoft Pilow under the 
weary Diſconſolate Soul,) which, Like other 
Sweet and Good things, is liable to ſuch toul 

| Abuſes ; 
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Abuſes; Yet works .in-allRegenerate perſons 
'to Holy purpoles. And:ithe fame Grace that 
Juſtfyes 'em, alſo -preſerves 'em from that 
Diabolical Sophifizry, To argue from Divine 
Mercy, \to Carnal :Liberty. Thus faith our 
Church, Art. 17. [The godly  confideration of 
'Predeſtimation, 'and our \Ejeftion 14 Ghrift, as 
*tis' fall bf'ſweet, \pleaſant, . and unſpeakable Com. 
fort to'Godlly. pu a »/ $o does it fervently kindle 
their 'Love' towards God, And . howeyer for- 
ward" are'ſome to'Damn Believers ta Hell ; for 
-the very Perſuafierand Confedence,upon which 
'themſelves'do:know, is built all their Love of 
"God, and. Living to him : I can-never admire ' 
any of thoſe/Fruits, ' that are not of the Goſpel. 
'Plantation ; and that have not; Chriſt: dwe/livg 
by ' Faith in the heart, ; tor the Root, - that bears 
them. 

All thatknow the Grace of God in truth;can- 
nbt'. but know waar a _ thing it-1s ;:-and 
how it operatesin the Soul, toall the beſt Ef- 

efts : 'Yea what a ſatizfattion: and (pleaſurcoit 
gives in TVell-doing ; \As'the Diſcovery of: our 
| Cnfeigned"Brlieving, ' And ſo:makes the Good 
works more Refreſhing "to. jour ſelves, than 
ever they can-be to'the:Buwels:of, any others, 
that fare'the better for.us.'Nay even Godly ſor- 
row which works the Repentance, .. without 
which'we'ſhdll-periſh,” lows from this. ſame 
'Fonntain' of Faith. ' And there. cannot be:the 
- true Evangelical Repentance, which the: Be- 

lieving of God's Goodneſs. and. Love: in. _ 
Woe 0c Jeſus, 
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Jeſus, does not lead'us'to. So 'teaches our 
Church ; (Serm. of Rep.) [A part of Repen- 
rance 1s Paith ; whereby.we do apprehend and take 
' bold" on the Promiſes of God, touching the free 
Patdon'ind forgiveneſs of' our Sins : Which Pro- 
"miſes are Sealed up "to us, with 'the'Deathvand 
'Bloud: ſhedding" bf his Son Fefus Chriſt, 'And they 
that tenth' Repetrtance;' without Faith" in\Chriſt, 
and a Poofecaion that God for his ſake, will For- 
' give us all our Sins, teach” but the Repentance of 

Cain"and Judas.) 

"Where's the wrong 'then' done: to'ZHolineſs 
*and ' Good | Life, 'by this Doctrine of ' Faith ; 
but that it gives a better Security to the Belie- 
'vers Prety and Integrity ; To preſerve them 
from: Apoſtacy ; and to keep 'em by the Power of 

God, through! Faith to Sateation 2 And alſo 
that it makes all that is Holy, Juſt, and Good 
in them,” more Yoluntary and Filial ; and bet- 

ter becoming the-Lord's Freemen,and theidear 

Children of our Heavenly Father. 

_ "Therefore, tho' we 'would- never take off 
from the Neceſſity of Perſonal Righteonſheſs ; 
"Nor offer to Relax the Obligation to: holy 

Converſation : Yet we would have a'Rvor, to 

bear'the Fruits :' For elſe we know there can 

be none, but Painted, or Rotten Fruits twhich 
however they may pleaſe a Moral' Heathey ; 
yet will they not Pleaſe a Holy: God : 'Who is 
| Pleagd only in his Beloved Sox ;\ and Pleas'd 
with 'none, but ſuch as are-2#- him, "We would 
- not'then+ have' Faithy Baviſh'4; Leaſt: all the 
oy Good, 
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> It... For what good Fruits, without an 
-Twplantationin-Chriſt Jeſus? If we will hear- 
-ken to him. :Joh,'15. 4: As the Branch cannot 
__bear.. Fruit . of - it ſelf, Except it abide.'in the 
Vine.; No-more tan ye, Except ye Abide in me. 
Can Perſons\bave Lawful:Children before they 
are Marryed ?. And what -high thoughts can 
we conceive of their Piety, who make but a 
Jaſt - of  this-Spiritual Matrimony ; and ſuch a 
Jnion with the Heavenly Bridegroom.2 Sute 
the Works-truely Good, and a Lite right Godly, 
are not ſuch-a Baſtard-Brood ; but a more Le- 
_ gitimate Oft-ſpring. &-37 
"Tis not-to ſay then, . If I were compleatly 
Holy ; then I would 'make bold to Belzeve : 
But thou mult Believe, that: thou maiſt get 
matters amended ; and be made .Zolyer agd 
Better ; And firſt be Graffed into thy Saviour; 
"That thou maiſt bear the Fruits, to Glorifie 
thy Heavenly Father. And fuch as go another 
way. to work, They are 1gnorant of God's Righ- & 
teouſneſs + And the'way'of Peace they have not © 
Enown, Let holy Life then be ever own'd,. as | 
the Conſequent of Holy Faith : And Let every | 
one that names the Name of Chriſt Depart from 
. | Zuzquity. | But ler: them know with all, That 
'by.his'Grace it is to be done :+ And acknow- 
ledge, with our Apoſtle, Gal. 2. 20. 1 live, yet 
' not T; but Chriſt Liveth in me : aud the YL; c 
which. 1 now Live; Is by the Faith of the Son of 
God, who. Loved me, and gave himſelf for me. 
Wd | | For ' | 
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For he is our Life, and. the Eternal Fountary 
of all Holineſs. So that if any man be in bing, 
he is a New Creature. '2 Cor. 5.17; Otherwiſe, 
he is but a vain Pretender. | 

Thus I have ſhewed an abſolute Neceſity of. 
theRighteouſneſs Inherent;That Righteouſneſs 
which is called our Ows. But yet, after all, 
There's no Neceſlity of Truſting, in it:Or build- 
ing all our Salvation upon it. Take heed of go- 
ing about ſo'to Eftabliſh it. But, 

3. Submit to the Righteouſneſs of God; as 
ever you would enjoy Peace with God. 

This Advice now is to fuch as Labour in 
the Works of Righteouſneſs ; and- give' them- 
ſelves daily to the: prafice of holy Dutyes 3 
and are Fo/owers of God as dear children, inthe 
wayes of a ſerious Religion : Both diligently 
Keeping their Hearts, and conſcientiouſly or= 
dering their Converſation. The Relief and Coms 
fort here to be adminiſtred, ſuch as theſe-da 
weed ; and to ſuch it does belong.” And: wo: fo 
+ 4s, . if we Preach not the Goſpel; this truely Go 
'S Jpel-Meſſage, and Glad tidings; to them . That 
Chriſt the Lord will eſpoule their Cauſe, and 
Bive them Reſt; and take-their 'Faul/ts upon 

imſ?If; and make them the Righteouſneſs of 
God in him, This'is the very MaMFow of the 

Goſpel: Which makes all the Redeemed of the 
Lord heartily to Bleſs God, for the Redempti- 
| of the World; by his Son Feſus Chriſt; and 
- Praiſe and Magmiic him for eyer.. 
And notwithſtanding this - Faith in c_—_ 
"I . L and 
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and his Righteouſneſs Imputed;has becn fierce= 
ly Aſaulted by all the Forces, that Satan and 
his Inſtruments, (The Sons of Pride,) could 
' muſter up againſt it : And never (it may be) 
with more Bitterneſs, than of Late : Yet, if 
we are Wiſe tor our Souls : We'l ſooner part 
with our Lives; and all that's deareſt tous in 
the World; than. ever let it go. When as all 
the World: cannot ave them, that Receive not 
the only Saviour of the World. And. how- is 
he Received, but: by Faith 2 . Jo. 1.12. To as 
many as Receiv'd him, to them gave he power to 
become the Sons of God; even to-them that Be- 
lieve on his Name. We are made the Righteouſ. 
weſs of God in 'him ;. even as he was made. Sin 
for:us. 2 Cor. 5. laſt ver. And how was: that, 
but by Impatation 2. What the Law'could not do, 
im that it was FWeak through the Fleſh, (or Un- 
able'to Fuftifyus,-through the Oh/tacle on our 
fide;) Tis fulfilled in us, by the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt /mputed to us. Whereot we are 
to. give Teſtimony, by our walking, not after | 
the Fiefb, but atter the Spirit : Rom. 8. 3, 4. 
Tho' 'tis not in our Services, but in our Savi- 
our, that-we are Compleat ; And we hall be 
ſentenced by the Szxcerity of our Hearts.; and 
not by the® Perfection of our Works : When 
Found-in-#7im'; who will Anſwer for-the [m- - 
rfection. of all His, ION 
-- But after all the Bragging of Works ; Alas, 
what are all.the Beſt works good for, Before 
Juſtification'2 Af our Church. ſhall be heard. 
Thy A Art. 
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Art. 13. [Works done before the Grace of Chriſt; 
and the Tuſpiration of his -w art not accept- 
able and pleaſant to God : For. as much as they 
ſpring not from Faith in Chrift, but have even 
the Nature of Sin.] O how can Dead men, do 
the works of the Living ? And who expects 
to. gather Grapes of Thorns, or Figs of Thiſtles 2 
"Tis after Faith, that men are in more Care, 
and in better Capacity, to Live Godly. Chriſt's 
Fithful people' are made a W1i:g people ; 
by his Law Written in their Hearts. And to 
Molify the Heart of Stone ; To make the Slave 
of Satan a Member of Chriſt; To turn Dang« 
hills into Beds of Spices; Heaps of Rubbiſh, 
into Temples of the Zoly Ghoſt ; Wolves into 
are th And Perſecutors into Preachers of the 
Faith : All this is the mighty Work of God, in 
the Renovation of a Sinner. And to the Faith- 
tul it is Givex of him, to Believe in the Name 
of bis Son. Phil. 1.29. But betore men can 
Go, They muſt have Life and Legs. And till 
Quicken'd together with Chriſt, and Created 
in him to Good Works : "Tis but Blowing at 
a Dead Coal: And a vain ftrugg/e, To think 
of doing All Our ſelves ; When, alas | without 
him, we can do Nothing, Even the Godlyeft men 
are ſo Humbled and Broken, in the ſenſe of 
their Defe&s ; That they are the greateſt Bur- 
Fen to themſelves ; yea fo Loath themſelves 
forgtheir fins ; That they are tor getring as far 
as they can, *out of themſebves ; and for {et- 
ting up under the ſhadow of the Lord theif 
L 2  Righte- 
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Righteouſneſs. * Where they. thall be no mote 
Bold, than Wel/com. For he that Redeem'd *em, 
will kindly Recezve*em. He bids 'em, Come 
tohim : And Promiſes, that ſo Coming, he 
will not caſt them from him. Mat, 11. 28. and 
Joh. 6.37. And this now is the Way of Peace; 
The only way of true Peace. Rom. V. 1x. Be- 
ing Fuſtifyed by Faith, we have Peace with God, 
through our: Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
_ Here. is the Childrens Meat, belongingto 
all the Zouſbold of Faith, And ſuch muſt not 
be hinder'd of their Portion in due ſeaſon : Be- 
_ eauſe the Dogs will be ſnatching at it. The 
Flower 1s not therefore to be Grubb'd and ſup- 
preſt;” for ſhewing its Head ; Becauſe ſome 
Spiders may ſuck: Poyſon out of it. - And muſt 
we _ ſome of the Word of Gecd in filence; 
Becauſe 1}l men may FWreſe it to their Ruzne ? 
Muſt their Lyes make men hold their peace 2 As 
Zophar askt, Job x1. 3. Muſt we not Declare 
the whole Councel of God ; It any part of it be 
4n.danger to be Miſunderſtood > No; The Sun, 
that: Zans, and Blackens, and Hardens ſome 
things; Is needful to Z/uminate, Warm, Molli- 
Jy, Beautify, - Sweeten, Meliorate, and Perfett 
others.And ſuch various Efes has the Open- 
ang of the Sun of Righteouſneſs : According to 
the difterent condition of the Recipients. But 
what ſome make Mzſchievous to themſelves, 
Cannot without Wrong and Damage, be with- 
.held-from others: Let thoſe make never ſo bad 
Uſe of it ; Theſe can never. do wel PINS 
., : | Ine 
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The Free Grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus is 
the only Ark, for a Toſſed Soul to Reſt im. But 
to ſeek Reſt in our own Performances ;> Is like 
a man's ſtruggling in Waves, 'to keep on the 
Water-Top : which by Art or Might, for a'lit- 
tle while, peradventure, he may do: But 
needs muſt he fink; when he has ſpent all his 
firength : and cannot Iye long on the Surfaces 
without a ſupport, or ſome Yeſſel, to'carry 
him away to the deſired Haven, 'To Rely vn 
him, that has Satzsfyed the. Law, which Con- 
demns us; And bore the: Carſe, 'whichelſe 
muſt have fallen upon *s : This may,thdeed; 
Relieve and Eaſe us. But:no Reſt for Sinners 
any where out of Chriſt to be found ;- either 
in *emſelves, or in all the World. Only his 
Merits and Satisfattion, which Content- the 
' Tuſtice: of Heaven for our,'S7ns, can Paci 
. Conſcience, and ſettle our difquieted Souls. And 
the Soul that Embarques not in this Bottom, 
will ſtill be Flutuating, and find nothing but 
{ad Fruſtration. Till we-come to Take «phere, 
O where ſhall we find any Place, to lay our 
Heads, or fix our Feet 2 To Rifle our own 
Garden, for the Fruit, that grows no where, 
but in Paradiſe : To think of Living out of 
Chriſt, on the Stock of our own  Sufftczency ': 
To bring that to the Lord, which we ſhould 
fetch from him; To Bear the Burden, which 
we ſhould caſt »pon him; And go forth in our 
own ſtrength ; When we ſhould Lean on the 
Lord our ſtrength and our Redeemer ; All theſe 
L 3 arc 
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are Bafſling Attempts; whigh will leave us to 
lye down in Darkreſs and ſorrow. When we 
know our ſelves to be worthy of Al Hatred, 
© how can we be ſatisfyed, till we Believe 
our ſelves Accepted in the Beloved : 2 What elſe 
cait drive from our Conſcience, the Dread,which 
drives as from our God > When we go Conſci- 
ous, \That he ſees and Loeaths our Filthineſs ; 
And-no Work we can do, but is tained with 
the Corruption in us; Or do we never ſo well 
at. preſent, yet the Remembrance of Former 
Sins Recoyling upon us, will ſpoil, not only all 
the: Merzt of it; but all the Hope built upon 
it: Here, to Cover our Nakedneſs with Figs 
Leaves, rather betrayes our Folly, than Hides 
our Shame. For the Rags ot depraved N ature, 
However Fring d and Colour 'd, with all Arti. 
ficial Accomplithments, and.Moral performan-' 
"ces, They can never give Boldneſs and Aſſu- | 
rence, to any that XA»ow themſelves; Till they 
are found in Chrift Jeſus ; The true King of 
Righteouſneſs, and King of Peace ; The great 
Plenipotentiary of Heaven, fent not only to 
Treat with us; but by his Merits, to Effet 
the Blefſed Peace for us. 
 » O which of all the Moraliſts can dire a 
Conſcious Sinner to Peace with the Juſt and 
Holy'God/ Who can cry to him, 44ba Fa- 
ther, Till they have ſome ſenſe of their Ads 
tion,. in the Son-of his Love 2. Still we ſhall 
be Difident of Audience and Acceptance ; It 
we go in any other Name or Recommendation : 
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We ſhall go to him then,” "Not 'as'Chzldres ta 
their Father : But as Malefattors to their Jade 
and Avenger. And nothing but--our 7ruft-1 
the Mercyes of our God, throught the' Merits 'of 
our Sav:our, can ſend us, as'the Heirs of Glo- 
Ty, "with, Boldvefs t6 the Throme of Grace.” With- 
out this, no Awakened Conſcience was ever 
well ſettled : No' Faithful Sox/ Built up 'and. 
Eſtabliſhed, If we gather our Future Bbf, - 
only from our Joghns Works ; No wonder 
that our Hope is ſtill ready to'give up" the 
Ghoſt.. So little of Heaven is to: be' ſben, in 
ſuch Muddy waters. And if none but the Wor- 
thy ſhould be ſaved; Ah, Lord! who then 
ſhould be faved >? » 

Tho' Love is the ' Fulfilling” of the Law: 
Trae, yet when that Law obliges us to Love 
the Lord -our' God, with all "our Heart, and 
Mind, and Soul aud Might: And 'we cannot 
but be Conſcious - how 'DefeFive and ſhort 
herein we -have been, and ſtill are: *Twill 
rather Terrify, than Fuftify 'us ;\ and give 'vs 
more Smart than ' Comfort: and inſtead” of 
Building us up in' the Faith ; ' Demoliſh, and 
Batter down- our Hopes. For Of what comfort- 
able Expeftation can we Build, upon that Ho- 
ly, Perfe& Law of God, which only Diſcovers 
our Nakedneſs; and Upbraids our Imperfe- 
ion? When we carry in us ſttH{o much mar- 
ter. of our own 7zditement and Condemnation! 
And who can ſay, I have made'my Heart Clean ?> 
f am Pure from my Sin ? Prov.20. 9. Even the 


L 4 Jaying 


.- 


15s FA S@ubmiſſion:- to'the-” 
ring it, would but add to the Sin. Yea when 
the very Farreſt ot-our Works, [that look moſt 
Likely:to Juſtify us; yet-need to.be Pardoned 
themſelves: And nothing that we can do, bur 
Nil tells. us, how:much we want- the Saviour 
to help us aut... When we hear then the Promy- 
ſes of God; to.Reward Good Works: O' what 
works: of ours. can we ever. think worzhy..of 
Reward, If his own Mercy in Chriſt\do not firſt 
Cover thatin /'emgwhich makes/em-worthy, of 
Paniſbment?.,, oo [1 a uh) | 

: The' Conſciouſneſs. of our Integrity , © (we 
know): is called, The - Brazen 'Wall, to ſet-us 
ſafe, and;to make us Undaunted ; | And indeed 
great is the Sequrity and the: Confidence; ari- 
ſings from S$neerity.and Uprightneſs.; As it is 
an T:dication and Segi of: our: Faith Unieign- 
'ed.; and'of our Real Intereft-in-the Holy Sa. 
vz0ar., But! will it 2! is peer a fore- 
bead, than-a Wall; of Braſs,..To think of {m- 
murimng and Fortifying our ſelves ſb in our Ows 
Righteouſneſs. and/ Goodneſs ; That the Ke. . 
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tous ;, And- the 'Dependance on his Merits, 
fit only. for ſome. 'gl{e, that. .axe- not ſo-wel/ 
Provided? i 

Even; the | Beſs of men have the pooreſt 
Thoughts , of their own - Performances ; and 
the /eaſt ExpeRation from 'em. The greater 
Progreſs they make, The more Pefedts ſtill 
they Eipy j. And came to Know amy iy 

; a verrer, 
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better, than to Truſt\iin any-the- beſt of their 
own doings. As was: well-objerved by Cardi. 
nal Contarenus ; Tho' an Adverſaxy, yet his 
Teſtimony has not the Leſs, but the:more Ya- 
litity ; As coming irom-one; of the Compan 
of. Merit-Mongers Pao emett videmus, (\ait 
he) Yiros ſanitos;. qui quanto magis Santtitate 
 profictunt, &c.}] © We {ce by experience,.Thatr 
** Holy men, the more Jandified they/grow; 
*,and the further they proezed in holy ways; © 
'* They have ſill rhe meaner Opinion of them» 
** ſelves,and find the more Need of a Savjopr, 
..and of ;his-Righteouſnels.upured : And. fo 
* give up themſelves toRely.on-Chriſt aloe. 
* Now this is-not, Becauſe growing | Holyer, 
*'they ſee-Leſ5 than they. did before ;,Or be- 
*. come more Vile and Abjett than they, were; 
* For the, more. Holy. they. are, \the..more 
* Quick-fighted, .and; the more NoBlesſpirited: 
** But as they grow more./earching, the more 
* do they apprehend the 'S/endernefs of their 
** own Inherent Righteouſneſs z- And diſcern 
* the more ſpots, to offend- their Exlightned 
Eyes ; and find that there. is no Leaning to 
* their Own. YVertue and Goedneſs-; But that 
* they muſt. of neceſſity, .betake themſelves 
* unto Chriſt Feſus : and reſt-upon his Grace 
*. and Merits Imputed to 'em. | 
Thus the. Pureſt in' Heam,, uſe to. be the 
Pooreſt in Spirit. ' And as. the. Spirit of t 
Humble, and of the Contrite-ones, moſt needs 
to 
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to be Revived + So the Bloud of Chriſt eafes 
the Oppreſſed Hind, when nothing elſe in the 
Worlg'cafr. Faith ſends us to our Lord Feſus; 
And-the Belief of his' Deity and Al/ſuftciency 

ives us the fureſt'Zope, and the ſweeteſt Cor. 
olativu; For no doubt then of a Full: Aztone.. 
ment 4nd Propitiation, made for our $ns:: 
When He was no Leſs than God, that made, 
To think of Ges Holizeſs, and our own $55. 
fohieſs ; 'That is'@ough to ſtrike down even 
th&@Bxatteſt Liver + It he have nothing: with- 
out himſelf, for his Sspport. But the Curſe of 
the" Law, to Relievers- on Jeſus; 7s a Hand. 
writing, taken out of tbe way > A Bond Cancell- 
e;.'2nd Nailed to the Croſs of Chriſt. For 
what he did, as a'Swurety ; Heb. 7:22: To Blot 
ot the Chirographum, That Obligation which - 
was againſt then#; Col. 2. 14. That they are 
interpreted to have done themſelves, - as Deb. - 
tors + Seeing Debtor and Surety, are in the 
ſenſe of the Law, but Ore and the (fame Per- 
fon. ae poatfierrag him as the Head, and 
our ſelves as his' Members; *Twill not ogly ap- 
pear more plain to our Underſtanding : But 
come” home: more cloſe to our Conſolation ; 
That God dealt with -him, as a Sinner; for 
our Sins, taken upon him :* And deals with 
us, as Righteous; For his Righteouſneſs, made 
upon vs. 'And thts only do we come to be on 
Even-board with Heaven : And to Foy in God, 
thro' our Lord Feſas Chriſt, by whom we have f 
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ceivd the Attonement. Rom. v. 11. Seeing he 
has ſo Loved us,” as to Waſh us from our Sins, 
even in his own Bload. Rev.1. 5. 

And this Faith in Chriſt, and Depending 
only upon his Satisfattion, for our Safvation : 
| Some that ſcorn it, as their Meal, by Day; 
| may yet beglad tocometo it, as their Supper, 
at Night. The Death-Bed may” bring 'em'to 
Bellarmine's Tutiſtmum eſt — It's the Aafeſt 
Courſe, To Truſt only to God's  Metcy. 
(Which muſt bethrough the Bleſſed Mediator; 
becauſe, out of him, God does not extend'Sa- 
ving mercy to any miſerable Sirner.) Such an- 
| other Song, atthat'time, may-rhey ſing, than 
_ they were wont to be heard'in. And the 

worſt that I wiſh them,-is that they 4 find 

Mercy from the Lord in that day : Even for his 

fake, whom now they ſeetn to apprehend fo 

little »eed of. But at preſent, IT cannot think 
they are inany good Way for it. And O how 
jaft were it with God, at laſt to Bar up that 

Refuge againſt 'em ; Out of which they now 

ſo ſtudiouſly four themſelves? And then to 

Deſpiſe their Souls ; As they now caſt their 

Contempt upon his Son; And ſtrive to rear up 
' the very Foundation of all Chriſtian Zope and 
| Conſolation : Even that Faith in the: Bleſſed 
Teſus ; and thar ſtedfaſt Relyance on his Merits 
and Righteouſneſs; Which alone will give * 
Relief and comfortable Expectation, tn onr 
cloſeſt Approximations to the Holy God'; In 
our Surprizals with the moſt Startling —_— 
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In the Depth of our ſoreſt Preſſures; And in 
our-molt ſerious. Preparations tor the Dying- 
hour, and the Eternal World to come. | 
..-But Bleſſed be the God of Hope, that fills us 
with. Foy and Peace in Believing. Rom. 15.13. 
That very. Believing, which they make the 
_ of their: Mocking.: And when every 
R "a elſe ſhall fail; And' nothing beſides, in 
. our-felves, orin all: the World, will be found 
fit-to place Confidence in: This will be a Re- 
treat;-whither ''the: Faithful may fly, and 
where -they - may. be ſafe. .'Tho' men Rewile, 
and ;/Jike the. Unconverted Saxl,, At. 22: 9: 
Reat. thoſe that: Belzeve on the Name of Feſus : 
Tho \Satan Accuſe;; and. Conſcience Recoyl ; 
and the, Law: Cordemn.: yet: Rooted and Built 
upi1n-ChriſtJeſus'the Lord; (Chriſtian,) Thou 
ſhalt. be Stabliſhed-in the. Faith,  Aboundin 
therein with Thankſgiving. Cal. 2.7. For:tho 
thou haſt Sinned; Thy Redeemergpas Satisfy- 
ed;. And, God has Promiſed; That whoſoever 
Believeth.on him, ſball recerve Remiſſion of Sins. 
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Lord Bleſs; 'Fho' they-Curſe, It ſhall do thee. 
no Hurt; Ner deprive thee: in the leaſt of his 
- Bleſſing, But- being: Forgiver, - and Fuſtifyed, 
| Then 
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Then thou art Bleed; and maift not only be 
at reſt, and well Satisfyed; But having Acceſs 
by Faith, into this Grace, wherein thou ſtandeſt, 
maiſt Rejeyce in hope of the Glory of God.*Roin. 
5.2. And if thou wilt Believe, Thou ſhalt ſee 
the Glory of God. Jo. 11. 40.' In Quietneſs and 


| Confidence then ſhall be thy ſtrength.” Ia. 30.15. 


This Faith will make thee more: Strong in the 
Lord,” and Bold in thy God; than all the For- 
ces thou canſtever raife from thy own Works. 
For if thou Build there, Alas, Tis but upon 
the Sands and the Flouds : And ſtill thou wilt 
be a ſtranger to Peace and Reſt. After thou haſt 
done all rhat ever:thqu canfſt, yet wilt thou 
find ſo much Fault and imperfeition 1m it ; 
' That like many others, who: do Beſ#, Thou 
wilt be moſt Unfatisfyed with thy own Do- 
ings. So that I cannot think the Quietneſs and 
Aſſurance for ever, I{2. 32. 17. '1s ſo much the 
Efte&t of our Ow# Righteouſneſs, as of the 
Righteouſneſs of God. For we who have Believed, 
, do enter into Reſt. Heb. 4. 3. And after ye Be- 
lieved in Chriſt, ye were Sealed with the Holy 
Spirit of Promiſe. Eph: 1. 13. But they that 
{till infiſt on the Juſtification by Works,are 'ne- 
ver like to taſte the Sweetneſs- of Grace. -. For 
the Reſt and Rejoycing, comes of -Faith- and 
Believing. And this is the Joy and Solace of 
Faith, 1 hat our Lord Jeſus is the: Sov-and 
Heir of 'Beaven; and that we .in-Him, are the 
Children and Heirs of God, | and Foynt- Heirs 
with Chriſt. . For upon what does all our;Sal- 
vation 
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- vation depend, -but upon*the promiſed Mer 
of -God in Chriſt Jeſus 2 And what Reteiig 
And  Embraces the Promiſe, but our Faith 2 
To Live God, indeed that fits us up- to Live 
with God. But O how can we Love a Judging, 
'Paniſbing God, that is againſt us'; Till we Be. 
Htieue, That he is Reconciled to us, and upon 
terms of Peace with us ? For we Love him, be- 
cauſe he Firſt Loved us; and have known and 
Believed the 'Love, that God has to us. x Joh. 
F And tho' ſome, in their Writings of #arth, 
Suppreſs and Szifie, (or only Feer- and Dif. 
grace,) the 7ruſting part of Faith : I wonder, 
that: any Conſcrons Sinners dare do ſo. And]. 
much more wender, 'That- any . Miniſters or 
Members of the Church of England, ſhould 
ever offer to do it. When the Church makes 
this Trafteng 1o Efſential to Faith, and even the 
whole Deſcription of it. (Hom. of the Pail.) 
Faith is called, [4 ſure Truſt and Confidence in 
the Mercies of Gad ; whereby we perſuade our , 
ſetves, (Notonly that Chrift Dyed, to put us 
ina Capacity -of Pardon; which 1s all that ſome 
will pleaſe to a/low : But) That God both hath 
and will, Forgive our Sins : That he hath Ac- 
cepted us again to his Favour ; Releas'd us from 
the bonds of ' Damnation; and Receiv d us again 
into the number of his Elef people : Not for our 
Merits or Deſerts ; But only and ſolely for the 
Merits of Chriſt's Death and Paſfon. — And 
this' Faith -is- the only Tuftrument of Sabuation 
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wow” left unto us :---- Even ſtedfaſtly to bebold 

Chriſt Cracifyed with the eyes. of our Heart ; 

and only Truſt to be Saved by bis Death aud 

Paſſion; And. to. have our \Sims clean Waſh'd 
away, through his moſt precious Blood. \( And 

firſt Part of Serm. of Faith.) [Faith is not 

only the common Belief of the Articles of our 

Faith ; But it # alſo 'a true Truſt and. Con. 
fidence of the  Mercyes of God, through our 

' Lord Feſus Chriſt, and a ſtedfaſt Hope of al 
Good things to be received at God's hands. 
And. inſtcad of Cautioning us againſt ſuch 
Dodrine ;,"The Homily of Salvat. reciting the” 
words of St. Ambroſe, *[They who Believe in 
Chriſt, are Saved without Works, by Faith 
only ,, freely receiye Remiſſion of their Sins.] 
Thus deſcants upon. 'em : [Confider diligent- 
ly theſe words ; Without Works, by Faith on- 
' ty, Freely we Receive the Remiſhton of | our 
Sins, What, can be ſpoken more glainhy, than 
to ſay, That freely, without Works, by Faith 
only, we receive Remiſſion of our Sins ? (And 
then ends bas Faith q. ſaies to us, Unto 
. Chriſt only I fend you, to take away. your 
Sins ; Forſaking therein all your good Vertues, 
Words, Thoughts, and Works ; and only putting 
your Truſt 'in Chriſt, (This is very plais 
Speakingz Yet faith the next Hom.) AU 
.will —_— with the Contentious : But 
they, will forge matters of Contention.; "when 
they have no occaſion for #t:| | Which was" 3 
\Prediftion, that ſome; in" theſe (dayes,: are 
20 | very 


- 
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very. officious to Yerify upon themſelves: » 
' But when our Arzzcles of Religion, . do 
call this, Gedly 'and Wholſom Doftrine ; and 
{ome of our Fathers and Sons of the Church; 


now Gird at it, and Thunder againſt jt; as | 


Pernicious,.if not Damnable; Doctrine : Shall 
we hear the Church, or theſe New Doftors 2? 
If we muſt hear Them, why then be not the 
Articles and Homilies publickly condemned 2 
Nay, Why are they ſtill Recommended, to be 
Read in Churches > And made the. yery 7eft 
,of 'a Son of this Church ; Yea Impos'd, as the 
Terms of coming into its Miniſtry > How does 
' this conſiſt with what we ſo oiten hear from 
Pulpits, and fee from the Preſs; Such contra- 
ry Notions, and confident Aſſertions concern- 
ing Faith and Fuſtification ; As if the Authors 
of 'em, were Sworn Enemies both to Articles 
and Homilies ? 
. . I know how courſely the former have been 
Treated by ſome 'of late, from whom one 
might have expeQed better Words. Tho' they 
have choſe to Swallow what they find them- 
ſelves unableto Digeſt - Yet they might for- 
bear to Reproach their Church, and their own 
Af both together. But now it may be coun- 
ted a Favour only to Expound- the Articles; 
When ſo many cannot forbear'to Expoſe *em. 
Indeed the late Expoſitzon, that ſeems to be 
rather a Hiſtory, than Deciſion of the Con- 
troverſie, yer gives the Beam a gentle Turn, 
ſo much paſt : Zqa:/ibrium ; That one, . who 
| | never 


| 
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never had the Honour -of the great Author's 
private Converſation, may notwithſtanding; 
therevy attain to a pretty good Underſtanding 
of: his own Opinzon, ; 

4: © Hqwever the Yarzety of Senſes is Enter- 

. taining, The Acumen and Dexterity of ma- 
nagement very Taking, - and the Pacific Heal- 
ing Deſign commendable and Praiſe-worthy : 
( For where we cannot all Think alike; There 
muſt be ſome Bearing and-Forbearing one ano. 
{ ther.) But yet Contradidtions will never ts 

Reconciled : And Dodtrines derogating from 
, God's Free Grace and Chriſt's ful Merit, ('by 

ſuch as have Experienced the One, and Confide 

in the Other, 5 cannot well be Digeſted or 

Endured. 

| We have long had a good honeſt  Expoſtti- 
on, that has done the Articles Juſtice, in 
ſhewing their fair Agreement with the holy 

Scriptures. And indeed they do fo far Explain 

themſelves, in their own Evidenee of Expreſ- 

ſion, ” That every true Believer, ( though no 

Scholar, ) is ready to be a Subſcriber. And 

others, of the old Leaven, cannot but ſee ſo 

much Naked Truth in'em, as gives 'em a Pre- 
judice againſt *em, beyond-any poſhibility of 
Reconciliation : However any | may ſeek to 

Hide that Truth, by Wrapping' it up in the 
Clouds of a Polemic Diſſertation. . And when 
they ſcem to praiſe the Moderation and Wiſdom 
to be obſerved in our preſent Articles; And 
make a Flouriſh, as if they had them,on Meir 
L403 s Sd 5 
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Side ; Or conld Expound them to their-own 
Cue : They might bemuch better pleas'd with 
2a New Set : Or at leaſt, be very Willing to 
Abate half a Dozen of the Thirty nine; Thoſe 


in particular, that Exalt the Grace of God fo | 
High ; And Humble the Pride of man Lower * 


than they have a.mind to be thrown. Now 


here ſome that Glory in their Son/hip, might |] 


do well:to ſhew fo much Dutifulneſs to their 
Mother, That many 'who Diſſent from the 
Diſcipline may not be known, ( not to ſay 
Sp! hted,) for being a great deal more OF. 
thodox in the DoXrine ot this Church. But 


how Uneaſy ſoever any Sons of the Church 
are to be-ſo Tied up; I cannot think the J 


Time is come, when there ſhould be a Ne- 


ceſſity of Coyning a New Senſe of the Old Ar- | 


ticles ; Or that any Alteration of our Afﬀairs 
ſhould call for a'Change in the Doctrine of our 


Church ; i.e. ( as Thave all along underſtood | 


it ) the Dodrine of the Goſpel. 

But if they quarrel ſome O4ſo/ete words, 
or !mmodiſh expreſſions in Homilies, Mult the 
Dotrine alſo ſuffer for- thoſe 2 They may be 
Arnended ; ($4 placeat,) But I with that the 
Teachers of a Novel-Faith, would let the Ds: 
#rine alone: (Leſt it fare never the better for 
ſuch daring /=novarors: Who, inmy opinion, 
ſhould rather have kept out of the Church} 


thancome into-it, to make ſo bold with their, 
own Subſcriptions ; as well as her Determinas F 
tions, © MWheii they can {et up the Loud Outs | 


- cries 
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6465 of no lefs than Rein to the Church, from 


ſuch, as they think, are. nor Exad enough in 
the Lefſer matters; which the Author of 


 *EIK. BAZ. (Tothe Pr.) calls, Zhe Shirts 


end Suburbs of Religion : And yet themſelves 
never ſlick ſo deſperately to Strike at rhe very 
Subſtance and Vitals, | 

But whatever a Great man ſays againſt 
Faith's J»/tify;ng, only as it apprehends the Me« 
rits aud R inbteonfacſe of Feſus Chriſt ; F dare 
admir this Principle, even in the Engagement 
with an Antinomian Champion ; Depending on 
8 Good Cauſe, 2nd the Authority of a Sound 
Church : Without preſuming on my great Luck, 
or the Adverſary's little Cunning, The Boak, 
out of which 1 quote this, and fome Books 
of the Like Argwyent, wherewith I am well 
pleas'd in the main, I ſhould Admire, as Ex- 


cellent througbout : If they had. but another — 
| Turn given them ; 2s to the matters of Faith, 
tavght by Ours, and by alt the Reformed Ne. 


Churches. 

And whatever you may Read in ſome 
Books, or Hear in ſorae Sermons, to the Con- 
trary, Be ſo Rootgd then, and Eſtabliſhed is 
the Faith, Ephe(. 2: 7. That no Cavity of 
Scaffs of the Adverſary may evet Shake or 
S$hame you out of it. O Strive together for 
the Faith of the Goſpel: In nothing Terrified 
by your Adverſaries. Phil. 1, 27. 28, Let 
them talk never fo Confdently, or Reproachs 
fady. Byt learn NOI 7 here of our > 

2 ; 
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file ; '2. Tim. 1. 12. I amt. not aſhamed; For [ 
know whom T have Believed : And'I am perſua. 
ded, That he is 'Able to Keep that which I have 
committed unro him, againſt that day: Even. 
My-ſelf,and the Whole of my Salvation,] have * 
put into his Bleſſed Hands :' And I doubt not 
of his Sufficiency, for my good Security. I ſet | 
. my Heart at Reſt\: Not becauſe I have gone 
through ſuch Ofices, or done ſuch Works : But 
beohof my Redeemer Liveth, who is Able to 
Save'me: and Invites me to Come: to him; 
That I may be ſaved by him. 

Thus, (Chriſtians), By the hand of Fazth; 
Take'and Apply the Lord Feſus, with all his 
Saving Benefits,” to your ſelves; To Rely' on © 
bim, tor Salvation ; and lay all rhe Szref of 
your Eternal Bl;f on him alone : So'as if he 
Fail you; ye are for ever Loft : And foto 
Truſt your Whole Salvation, on the Merito= 
rious Ranſom of your Saviour ; As to have no _ _ 
other ſhitt or Reſerve in:the Wotld :. To Rec- 
kon upon no other way of Help and Relief, It 
this will not do':. To: Deſpair of your ſelves, 
and, of all'other Creatures, for the obtaining 
Everlaſting Salvation: And to put all that 
ever belongs to your final We#-fare, into the 
ſole Cyſtozy of Chriſt' Jeſus ; And to Confide 
in the Help that. is laid upon him, 'the AL 
mighty. Redeemer ; -and in no other : This is 
roWJake: and Apply.lim to your |ſeives:;' and © 
Rely upon him alonz, without any to go Par. | 
takers witlyhim; Or any other Refuge, to.turn | 
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21 at; ſhould: he Diſappoint you : Looking for 
the Mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ' to Eternal 
'Life. Jud. 21. | | 
- And thus poor helpleſs Creatures muſt do ; 
and not dream of a Self-ſufficiency, To be like 
the moſt High ; whoſe Prerogative is, to De- 
pend upon none out of Himſel : But be glad 
to Seek further ; and 'take Santtzrary-elſewhere ; 
To ſtay upon the Holy One of Iſrael, and put 
themſelves into the hands of Feſus Chri/t, that 
Almighty Helper, with whom alone they may 
be. Safe; and there ſet their hearts at Ref. For 
our Need and Impotent ſtate throw us upan 
other Security and Reſorts abroad,” than what 
-we find at Home in ourfelves, fit to be Rely- 
ed ori. And if David ſaid, He had Fainted, un- 
eſs he had Believed : We need not be aſhamed 
of that Prop to our Weakneſs :- But may. ra- 


| *ther Rejoyce in Chriſt Feſus; and Bleſs the God 


of our Salvation, {or that moſt Komfortable 
Retreat : And there Solace our ſelves, as P/al. 
116. 7. Return unto"thy Reſt, O my Soul ; For 
the Lord has dealt bountifully with thee, 

_-. And this now 15 no Intoxicating Opzate, to 
ſtupify Conſcience z But a Divine Recipe, moſt 
needful to ſettle the Soul. "Tis Building upon 
that Rock; Rom. 9. laſt ver. On whom whoſoe- 
ver Believeth, ſhall not be Aſhamed. Tho' Un- 
godly Sinners, by their blind Preſumption, 
. Daſh themſelves againſt this Rock ; And ſo he 
proves alſo for the Fa of many : Yet true 


Believers can never be Eftabliſht on any other 
M 3 Foot, 
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. Foot. And therefore, others Profanation of the 
.SanQuary, muſt not Drive them from it : 
When it is not poſſible for them to Live, and 
be well without it. ForChriſt is both our Life, 
and our Peace. Col. 3. 4. and Eph. 2. 14. © 
Without his Quickening Spirit, We are Dead 
#n opr Sins : And. without his Propitiating 
Merit, we are Dead in Law, and Condernn'd 
at the 7/ibnnul of God. 
O here's the Blood that ſpeaks better things, 
' than that of Abe}; Which call'd for Wrath 
and Yengeance ; But this calls for Peace and 
Reconciliation. And mo Balm of Gilead, fo 
_effectual, to Heal the Wounded Spirit, There- 
fore, As 'the Woman Believed the ſhould be 
Cured, If ſhe but Touched. Feſus : and 1o the 
found it, according to her Faith : Mat. g. 21, 
21.. Thus do thou Yentare, (Chriftian,) by 
Faith, to Zoach thy Saviour : Tho'-thou art | 
ſenſible of Thy Filthineſs ; (as the was,) yet * 
go to that Fountain, opened for Sin, and far 
CUncleanneſs : And he will notReje@ even the . 
Filthy, that eome to-be Purged and Heualel : 
For he knows, that elſe it will never be done; 
Tho' thou Spend all thy Living, in Seek1 
after other Helpers. But thus'ſhalt thou 
the Lord Jeſus with thy Spirit, To Recerve 
thee; and to Perfef what concerns thee. 
When therefore the Conſcience of Six pulls 
down thy Soul, O look to Moant Calvary, To 
ſee all thy Debts diſcharged, in thy Dy: 
- Saviour. And henee will. Reſult the Foy ay 
| Peace 
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Peace in Believing, For what ſo ſaddens us, as 
our Sins ? And what Szzs are thoſe, which 
the Bloud of the Son of God cannot Cleyſe-us 
from? . | Ms 
Have reſpect then to the Promiſe of God in 


| him: And Truſt to find it,. Performedto thy 


ſelf. O betake thy ſelf to Chriſt Jeſus: Say 
ing, Lord, Save me, or I periſh. One, good 
Look of thine, to me is more Worth, than a 
World. O what fo Reviving, as for thee to 
tell me, Thy Sins are forgiven ? And for thee 
to ſay to my Soul, 7 am thy Salvation 2 From 
thee is all the: Hope I have of it : For nothing 
in my ſelf dare I Rely upon ; But to my 000 
Jeſus / look : and from him. alone is all my 
Expeflation. I throw my {elf pox him : I 

leave my ſelf with him : And tho he ſlay me, 


yet will I truſt in bim, And then thy Faith will 
+ be counted to thee for Righteouſneſs : Not be. 
© cauſe of its Worth ; as 'tis Thy Work ; But be- 


cauſe of his Worthineſs, whom it takes and 
Appropriates to thy Soul. For Faith Receives 


bur not Deſerves, the Benftt. 


When no Evidences then of thy. Worthineſs 
do appear ; (Like the Sun and Stars hid in 
Cloudy times ;) yet Faith will ſhew thee Merit 
enough in thy Redeemer : and Refer thee to 


Him, for what thou findeſt Wanting in thy 


ſelf. Nor is this making too Bold with him ; 
When as he Cal's thee to him : And be ure, 
will not [ute thee, to Decerve thee ;. But be 


+. Better to thee, than can be Imagzned by thee, 


M 4 What 
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What time thou art Afraid then, O- Truſt in 
him; and Cheer up : After the Example, Plal. 
43. 5:xWhy art thou Caſt down, O my Soul; 
and why art thou Diſquieted within me > Hope 
in God; for F ſhall yet Praiſe him ; who u the 
. Health of my Countenance, and my God. Nay 
Faith-is the very Band of Union, to Fncorpo- 


rate- thee with thy Saviour, As a Member of , 
his Body : And as Manducation and Eating of 


thy Meat, makes it Thy Ows ; and Converts 
jtinto thy Subſtance : So Believing in Jeſus, 
\Eying him, as the' only Saviour, and Acqui= 
eſcing in him, for all thy Salvation : This is 
the Ligament to faſten thee to him ; -And the 
#Means of Conveyance, to make him Over to 
thee. "And here is the only Sure Hold : For it 
thou Abide not in him, thou wilt Periſh, Joh. 
15. 6. But Believing, thou fhalt have IF 
mm his Name. Chap. 20. laſt ver. Yea the 
Lord will ſave the Righteous ; (Not becauſe of 
the Righteouſneſs, that is in them; But) be- 
cauſe they Truſt in him. Pal. 37. laſt ver. To 
whom ſware he, That they jhould not enter in- 
'to his Reft; but to' them that Believed not 2 
Heb. 3. 18. But ye are Gbriſt's Houſe ; if ye 
bold faſt the Confidence, and the Rejoycing of 
Flope firm to the end. ver. 6. Caſt not away thy 
Confidence then ; which has ſo great Recompence 
of Reward. Chap. 10. 35. Whoever would put 
thee out of it ; Be no more perſuaded to part 
with thy Faith, than to paxt with thy Savi- 


fir, or thy Soul, Be frong is Faith, giving” 


Glory 


i 
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Glofy to God: Like the Father of the Faithful ; 
Rom. 4. zo. And let the World ſee, That 
thou ſerveſt the Lord, whom thou Dareſt 
Truſt, | 
And tho' thou art a miſerable: Sinner : He 
will be the more Glorifyed, to be thy Savi- 
our. Tho' thou haſt been Guilty of great Sins, 
before thy Converſfton; Yea and fence too: Yet 
why did- he Bear. the Puniſhment of *em, If 
thou muſt Bearit? Tho' thou wanteſt Righ- 
teouſneſs, to Recommend thee ; He has e- 
nough, To make thee. Accepred'm him. And 
the Juſtice of Heaven is more Satisfyed,in his 
Suffering Once; than in thy Suffering for ever. 
Nor is God only Merciful, but Fuſt, in Fuſts. 
fying the Believers on Feſus. Rom.3.26. Faith. 
ful and Fuſt to Forgzve thee thy Sins. 1 Joh.1.9. 
'And he that did caſt an eye of Pity upon thee, 
even at the Worſt; Be ſure, will not caſt thee 
off, when it is grown Better with thee. As the 
Apoſtle argues; Rom. 5. 10. If when we were 
Enemies ; we were Reconciled to God, by the 
Death of his Son ; Much more being Reconciled, 
we ſhall be Saved by his Life.He that would not 
Diſdain thee, when there was nothing of In- 
vitation in thee : Will he Deſert thee, after 
his own Bleſſed work begun in thee, Invites 
and Engages him, to Perfeft, what concerns 
thee ? Wherefore fhouldſt thou ſo Fear in the 
days of Evil ; when the Iniquity of thy heels 
all compaſs thee about 2 Pſal. 49. 5. For God 
4n Chriſt binds himſelf in a Covenant of G_ 
an 
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and Friendſhip with all Believers : And then 
the Law of Friend{hip obliges to bear with 
_ Failivgs and Infirmities. '$o that when thou 
ſinneſt of Frailty-; and art carryed away with 
the Force. of Temptations, to do the Evil 
-which thou wouldeſt not ; yea and when old 
Rectonings, and Palit Sins, Regurgitate, and 
make new-Head againſt thee ; Thou haſt ax 
Aduocate with the Father ,  Feſus Chriſt the 
Rightcous, and be is the Propitiation for thy 
fins. 2, Joh. 2.2. So that the finful evil ſhall 
not be Charged upon thee ; When thou doſt 
not a of it, nor conſent to it : But ma- 
keſt thy Prayers and: Ref/tavce againſt it, That 
which thou beareſt then as a Burden ; and 
Longeſt and- ſtriveſt to get Rid of ; Tho! it 
Annoy thee ; it ſhall not Deftroy thee.For Chriſt 
has once Attoned, and ſtill Intercedeth, for 
ſach Tranſgreſſors. And. where any has. 
ought againſt 'em ; He will place it on his 
own Account; and ſo bring off, and cleer 
em. 
Doſt thou then Confeſs thy Sins, and En- 
-deavour to Break them off ; yet dareſt not 
Truft him to Forgive em? Thus thou.think- 
et worſe of thy Heavenly. Lord, than thou 
would'ſt doof any worthy Friend upon Earth; 
from whom thou would'ſt be bold to expect 
ſuch Favour. Whereas the Bleſigd Saviour, 
-will not only Equal, but Exceed, all the Kind- 
eſt Friends, that thou knoweſt in the World. 
' -Ocaſt thy felf then upon that Mercy, which 
yes 
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lyes open to all that are in Miſery : Not 
becauſe-thou art Worthy; But becauſe thou 
haſt an Almighry and moſt Gracious Redeem- 
er, who diftributes it Freely. Expect it from 
* him, without Money, and without Price : Not 
becauſe Thou canit ſo well Pleaſe him ; But 
becauſe Mercy beſt Pleafes him. Mich. 7. 18. 
Not for thy\ake : But for his Own; Ifaiq3.45. 
For the Falneſs of that Love, which Covers al 
the Multitude of thy Sins. And when ever thon = 
Falleſt into any of 'em; Do but make Conſti- 
ence to Rz/e again ; And let thy Heart Cleave 
to nothing that God Abhors.: Nor A/ow thy 
Telf to run. on in any Known way of Wicked- 
neſs : And then thy Sins Remaining, when 
not NE and Cheriſhed, ſhall not be Im. 
putred. 

, Thus Let Faith in Chriſt ſtill be thy fro 
Hold: But by a Conſcientious Carriage, be ful 
of Care, to keep that Faith im good Heart : 
So to keep vpthe good Intelligence with Hea- 
ven ; By walking in thy Integrity before the 
Lord.-Nor Harden thy Heart againſt Repert- 
ance, when ſenſible of thy Offences : ' And let 
.not that Heart Condemn thee, For ſhutting 
thy eyes againſt the Light, which ſhews thee 
thy Duty. For the Bolzer thou makeft. with 
-Sin ; The leſs Bold ſhalt thou be in thy God. 
And the better thou Xeepeſt in with him ; the 
more Confidence ſhalt thou have towards him. 
Tho' none of thy Holineſs can Merit Hea- 
yen : yet he that has Merited for thee, Ap- 
points 
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points thee in this way'to walk thither. And 
tho' thou doſt not Efftabliſh thy own Righteouſ- 
eſs; Nor Treft to any thing that thou dolſt ; 
(Notito any'of thy Dutyes, for more than 


belongs to 'em'; 72. Thou'muſt not Truſt to 


*em,: tor Chriſt's part.;”) Yer becauſe Juſtify. 
ed perſens have: ſomewhat more to do, than 
Trufting in: Chriſt Jeſus ; -Let me ſhew, briefly, 
for thy." Satisfaction 'and 'Eſtablhiſhmeant, ( as 
ſuch a:one,) What God now Requires, and will 
Accept, of thee, © | Metng, 
It then thou doſt not take up with the 4nti- 
#omran' conceit, To ask,, What need I do a 
thing ; when Chriſt has done a// > Yet dotft 


thou run the ſenſe of thy Inſufficiency 'to ſuch 


.an Extream, as to.count the uſe of all thy En-. 


deavours but a meer Tmpertinence; and askeſt, 
What is all my Labour worth > Or what will 
it fg»ify ; Let me'do whatever I can? Do nat 
think that Grace will” be ever the leſs Free 
for all -thy Laboxring : But: tho' there /is no 
Merit in it; yet Grace may be juſtly with- 
.holden, for Want of it. And ſtill muſt thou 
be giving Proof and Evidence of thy Belie- 
ving, in thy Working ; And have a Careful 
heart, to know what the Will. of the Lord con- 
eerning thee us : And put forth all the Strengrh 
thou haſt, to do the things which he Com- 
mands. | 
| Thus then the Caſe ſtands, 
He Requires thee to Mortify all thy Lufts; 
| and to Break off all thy Sivs; To yield him 


entire 
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entire Obedience, ' and to' Abourd in the Fruits 
of Righteouſneſs. 

- But then for all this, he allows Thee Zime, 
and will Supply thee with Strength ;_ And will 
« Accept thee, doing it in ſuch manner, and by 
ſuch Degrees, as thy Frazlty will admit. And 
he does not expect, [that all on a ſadden, thou 
ſhould'ſt ſhake off every. Corruption : But 
that thou ſhould'ſt Labour to Subdue 'em ; 
according to that meaſure . of Strength thou 
haſt receiv'd; And when thou layelt thy. De- 
figns, and bendeſt thy Forces, againſt the Sins 
that hang vpon thee ; Tho' thou art not pre» 
{ently rid of *em, He will Accept thee. 

And tho' thou canſt not quite Baniſh the 
Corruption from. Dwe/ng in thee ; Nor get 
the full and perfe&t Conqueſt over it: Yet it 
thou Warreſt againſt it, to prevent the Rergy 
of it ; And wilt not yield thy ſelf a Yaſfal to 
it ; But when ever thou art carryed Captive 
by it, Thou groanelt under the Bondage ; and 
ſtruggleſt to 'Regain thy Freedom ; Thou ſhalt - 
be Accepted. 

' Thy Lord does not look for. Unfinning 
Righteouſneſs now from thee : For if all were 
ſo Right and well with thee ; Of what uſe 
then: would the Saviour: be:to thee? Hadſt 
thou a full Suficiency in thy (elf; There would 
be anend then of Leaning by Faith vpon him. 
Heexpedts not that thou ſhouldeſt punQtually 
anſwer /alt that ever. the Law demands : Bur 
'that thou ſhould'fſt. Approve.:his Law:;. and 


bave 
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have a #74 preſent to: do it ; and Deſire and 
ſtrive ſtill better to Fulfill it. And if thog haſt 
a-ſincere Love and ' Reſpeft to all his Com- 
mands'; Tho* thou fazl/eſt in the perform- 
ance of many: Particulars, he will deecept , 
thee. - 

. He would have thee Fruitful in Good 
works ; And to let thy Light ſhine before mey, 
that they may fee em. "Yet he expedts not. - 
now. the : Harveſ#, but the Firſt-Fruits of 
Gqodneſs : And ſtands not fo much on the 
Ations, as the Aﬀedtons ; Not on the Perfe- 
+ tion of the Work done ; But the Readineſs of 

Mind, and Alacrity of the ZHear?, that it 

comes from. ' 

The Righteouſneſs Ivherevt that he calls 
for, is not an abſolute Freedow from Evil, or 
a Perfeition 'of Obedience : Bur the Confefing 
of thy Unrighteouſneſs, and Bewaz#ling thy 
Sinfulneſs ; And Longing and Lahbeuring more 
and 'more to get out of it; and to Riſe to 4 
more eminent Height of Newneſ of Life ; 
And to Fill up all the Wants and ImperfeRi- 
ons, by Faith and Afance in the moſt Holy 
Saviour. . And then tho' I dare not tell thee, 
(as ſome do, That Chriſt has | Merited this 
tor thee, That thou ſhauld'ſt be Juſtifyed by 
thy Own doings, and fherent Righteouſneſs; 
yet I dare Aſlure thee, That Awperfet Servi- 
ces ſhall be raken in Good part: from: thee ; 
when thou art by Faith Zrerefſed in the Per- 
.fe# Mediator and Redeemer, 'Tis roagh 
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his Death, that the God of*®Heaven Recon- 
ciles us ; and pres: us Holy aud Un- 
blameable , and* Unreproveable in bis fight : 
(Not upon the impoſſible condition, That 
we. never any more do Amgſs ; But) if we coy 
* tinue in the Faith, Grounded and ſetled, —_—_— 
not moved away from the Hope of the Goſpel, 
Col: 1.21, 22,23. 

Pur forth thy ſelf then to do as thou canſt : 
And that will give thee a Teftimony of Conſci.  ' 
ence, which ſhall be thy | Rejoycing : In Sim- 
plicity and godly Sincerity, to have had thy Con- 
ole in the World. 2 Cor.1.12. And when 
thy Heart Condemns thee not,for any Wicked. 
neſs a/owed in it : Then ſhalt thou have Con- 
|  fidence towards God; and find. his Kingdom 
within thee, to be not only Righteouſneſs, but 
Peace," and Jay in the Holy Ghoſt. So that thou 
maiſt take Comfort even in the Perſona! Righ- 
teouſnels ; as it is an Evidence of Grace, and 
of thy Implantation in the Living Vine. And 
thus proving thy own work, thou maiſt have Re- 
Juycing in thy ſal , And not in another, Gal. 6.4. 
Unleſs it be in Jim, that has made thee to 
Differ s and Alter'd thee ſo much for the Bet- 
ter: Yea in Him, who (according to that 
New Covenant, which thou -art under, ) has 
promisd to put his Law, not only in thy Mind, 
(zo Think of it; ).but- 2» thy Heart ; (to De- 
light in it;) And cauſe thee to walk in his Sta- 
tuies, and to keep his Tudgments, -and do "en: ; 


Exzek.. 36.27. And (for what thay faileſt,) 
ITT | To 
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To be MercifuPio thy Unrighteouſneſs antl thy 
Sins ; and remember © thy” Iniquities no more. 
. Hebr. 8.36, 12. "Thou haſt Encouragement 
then to go on cheerfully with thy duty ; Tho' 
i<be attended withyfraz/ty : And Delight to do 
the Will of God, according to the proportion of 
thy ability, © 4 : 2: 

But having done thy Beſt, Truſt to nothing- 
that thou doſt:: Nor Miſtake thy Way, for 
thy-Journey's End. No, Let thy Savroar a- 
lone ſtill have the Honor ; to Be thy Refuge 
and Fortreſs, thy Tower of Defence, | and 
Rock of Salvation :* Where thou layeſt up all 
_ thy Zope; and-on which thou haſt all thy 
Dependance. Nor think it enough to imitate 
them, who make him no other Amends, for 
ſharing his Honor, in Satisfying for them» 
ſelves; but only to ſhut up their Colefs, Per 
Feſum Chriſtum Dominum noſtrum. ( As the A- 
cute Pemble perſtringes the Romiſh Faith :) 
"Tis not ſuch''a Formality, that will pay him, 
his due Glory. But even when thou doſt the 
beſt Service to him ; Yet muſt -thon Repoſe 
all thy Hope and Conffdence in him. And as 
thou muſt not ſo Depend upon his Mercy, as 
to negle& the Care of thy Daty : So neither 
have ſuch Dependance' on any of thy Dutyes, 
as to caſt away thy Truſt in-his Mercies.  On- 
1y *give Duty and Obedience their due'place 
Ke Office, wnder thy Lord'Redeemer : But 
aſcribe not. the Work and Glory of Chriſt to 
the beſt of thy Forks; Set 'em-not-in Compe- 
O 4 tition 
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| Meritorious of thy Salvation. . O neyer..r 


empriorn , or 


7 2:ti0n with him ; much leſs in = rahim : | 
4 | 


ro ſet. up ſuch a Righteouſneſs eſs of works; as 8 


ſhall Satisfy the Juſtice of Heayen : Without 


being Beholden to the Sarzsfattion of Chriſt Je» 
ſis. But bumbly bewailing thy own Unrighs; 


reopſneſs, Plead the Righteouſneſs of thy Sa- 
210ar ; as that wherein thou wouldſt be Found; 
And by which thou reſolyeſt ever to Abide. 


Gl ftratt be Overwhelmed with, the Ay 
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puts the pal-to Toe Sta erind, y in, _ 
ment ; Without an entire Eg on the Satisſgy 
Aion of Feſus Chriſt. 

And ſo the Church of Bohemia , Chrift alone 
is our Perfettion and Fulfiling of the Law ; Our 
' Life andour Righteouſneſs; And whoſoever Receive, 
him by Faith, And repoſe the Truſt of their | Souls 
in him ; Have all their Sins Waſht away in;his. 
| Bload. So that after they Feed not fear Condemnas 
tion. 

And the Council of Auſpurg does not Mit 
, call it, Phariſaic Blindneſs, to to MAE like the Doe 
drine 'of Tuſtification by Faith ; which Extols 
the Honour of Chriſt ; Offers ſweet and ſure Conſor 
lation to Godly minds ; Teaches the trae Knowledge 
= God's Mercy : Produces his right Worſhip, and 

[1 


ernal Life. 
N And. 


”_ 


For ( according to the Belgic Confeſlion, ge : 
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 And* accordingly , have all thoſe Proteſtant 
Chnrches in the World, The Confeſſions of 
whoſe Faith Thave ſeen, Signified rheir Senſe of 
this Dofrine. A Dottrine that quells out Fears : 
and Raiſes our Souls; from Fealouſy of the 
Lord's Mercy, to Rejoice in Hope of his Glory ; 
From Groaning under the Body of this Death ; 
To Sing Praiſe unto God, that gives us the Vi- 
fory through our Lord Feſus Chriſt. - 

But they that ſet men to dig Juſtification, 
out of the Mines of rheir Own Rvtreouſacſs 
Puſh"em upon an 7poſeible Task ; and Stretch + 
Conſcience upon a Tormenting Rack ; To Stiz 
and Wound; Without offering any true [- 
and Healing : Propotſing ſuch a Method of Ju- 
ſtification, wherein ir can never be Efeted : 
And yet Infiſting peremprorily upon it ; That fo 
it muſt be done; Whipping and Spurting poor 
Creatures, to Carry Mountains ; For Which, 
when they ſee rheir utter [vſuftctency, Thus 
their Peace is Ruined; And there they are left 
in doleful Diſtreſs, and Defperare Agony And 
fo Frighted from Relignce on the Bleſked Jeſus; 
That they ſcarce dare turn their Heads to Look 
that way. 

O miſerable Comforters ! That would drive us 
out of this Reſort ! Wretched Chriſtians ! That 
To Derogate from the Merits of Chriſt ; As if 
they were nor fit to be Relied on: Which are 
indeed the only Stay for a poor Sinful Sou, ro 
rake hold of: If ever that Soul would have 
Peac?, and be at ReffT. God knows what forry 

| Keepers 


a. 
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Keepers of the Peace we arc; And how 1ll it is 
preſerved, when lying only upon «s : Who are 
every day Breaking with —_ and Flying out 
againſt him; afrer he has been Reconciled to 
us. "Tis his Peace alone, that Feeps our Hearts. 
Phil. .4. 7. And:7n me-ye ſhall have Peace ; ( ſaith 
our Lord : Fohs 16. laft ver. ) Not- in all the 
beſt that ever you can -do 'your ſelves. And 
therefore, 'Tis in Chriff Jeſus, that we muſt 
Rejoice ; and not have any Qonfidence in the Eleſh - 


Phil: 3.3. Nor be fo Hardy, as ro caſt out 


ſelves upon a. Trial, by that Law ; Which will 
for certain Condemu 'us. For our Sinning again} 
the Law, has not Freed us from it; Anq where- 
ever we come Short of Qbedience to þ: whole 
Law; We arc guilty of $,,,and Liable to the 
Curſe. Nor can we through yertue .of the 
Goſpei-Covenant , be. Juſtified by our Ferſongt 
Righteouſneſs: Becaule there's no Lels Parfett 
Righteouſneſs requir'd in the Goſpel, than in the 
Law: The fame holy Rule being ſtill in full 
force. And if we are Juſtifted by Jaberent 
Righteouſneſs ; Then are we {till under the. Co- 
venant of Works : For if it be of Warks.; it is 
no. more of Grace. Nay, Such as make Obe- 
dience and Perſeyerance, the Condition of our- 
Fuſtification,  ofier that which can yever be 


__ 


e AC- 
compliſh'd till our Death. Ang ſo no Jplifc- 
tion, ( accarding to.them, ) is.to be had. in this 
Life. And then, ( in the Judgment of our 
Church, ) neither can one Goad Work ever be 
done in this Life. For we are taught, (Art. 12.) 

N 2 That 
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That Works are the Fraits of. Faith ; ; .and follow 
after Juſtification. ' And ( Art. 13.) That Works 
clone before Fuſtification, are f far from 'being 
Good aud pleaſing to God, that they bave the' Na+ 
ture 0 FP Sin And if Tuſtificarion be only a' Re- 
verſion , and Sufpended for "Term of -' Life - 
Where then 5s the Pezce and Foy," which Belie- 
yers haye in it; as a Dove: thing, , already Paſt? 
For i the Apoſtl? ſp aks of it; 'Rdm.: Vir.” Be- 
ing Juſt ified by Faith, 'we have Peace” with God. 
And af we are Juftified by* Faith \in-6ur Savis 
our's Blood; Whar "Works rhen are joined” with 
that? For what” is Faith in his'Blmd,” buta/De: 
| pending upon the” Meritorious Effufion of that 
| Frys Pop. for the Grathirous Remiſion of 
our Sins ? Ns God Impute "Righteouſneſs 
without Works . 6.7 'Then we may in- 
deed Rejoice ind Trimph in the Dleſld fetts 
of- his Grace already wrought in us: Which is 
the t true Tugenious Spirit of the Goſpel ; Oppo-. 
ite ta thar Servile Spirit ; which ſome are ar ſo 
much; pains ro, bring Believers under. 
And when God in Mercy, ( wirh regard to 
our. Neceſſity , and for the Relief of our Imps- 
tency,) harh given put the Subjidiary command, 
provided for our Lapſed ſtate, That we ſhould 
Believe on the Name of his Son + ( And ſ& Believe 
_ unto R7 hteauſneſs, and to Satvation':”)) How do 
they Slight their' Soxfs, and' throw away their 
| Satvation, that make Light of the'only Media- 
tog; and Diſpute'and Cavil rhemſelyes"our' of 


their Faith : and make bur a Fe# of Believing 
in 
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Utghtedtifners: of 'God. i3r 
in\ Chriſt, tothe Saving of the Soul tO: w 
Madneſs, to rejeq+ the ouly Tſure:ZHold in 
World, and ſtand off 'from the-only fafe Refuge; 
where. Reſt is ro: be found: forithe: Seul'? ' © 7! 
Men 'may.crack 6f-rheir-Righteoduſteſs,: Good 
Conſcience, .and-Innocencs :' Aitd well if Tuch 
as Boaſt, moſt of. it, -had+ more _to'thew. far -it. 
We: plead as 'much as ever they can do, for it. 
And therefore our Dp&rine can ' brihg no-one 
under. any - Danger ,, for the 'warit of- it;7 ;But 
then: if -ir be Gharg'd upon! us, as our Crime; 
'That we Caution men, - from Truftzng to it: We 
ate willing to bear; that Burder ; -And wiſh-they 
do'not bring afar Heavier. upon themſdlyes'; 
Whoſe turn nething-will ſerye, - But they.muſt 
work their. owa. Fuſtificatian: out. of-.it:, Orie 
would think their -Proud Opinion ſhould , need . 
no other Confutation, : Burt: to hear Conſcience 
rell 'em their Own; What they have Done; - and 
What they do Deſerve. But it nothing-fave 
the Tribunal of God will Silence 'em ; /T hither 
we mult Remit 'em. And when it comes to' the 
Putting to, For Life and Death Eternal; I 
. doubt not, but the Beſt then: will ſoon have 
enoughof it ;; And be glad to berake themſelyes 
co another: Plea. | All Sophiſtical Wrangling tor 
the Merit of Works will be for-eyer datht, and 
ſtruck Dead, at that Fudgment-Seat ; Whete will 
| be no Friflingi or Collufon of Words ; but all 
ſhall be Search'd and Tried to-the Bottom ; Be- 
fore- thar Glorious Majeſty., whoſe Brightneſs, 
( As one of our firſt Reformers' repreſents it, ) 
Darkens 
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wkens the Sun ;_ Whoſe Streneth Melts down the -* 
watains ; Whoſe Anger Shakes the Earth ; Whoſe , © 
Purity makes even the Htavens look Subied ; 
Whoſe Wiſdom catches. the Subtile in their Craftin 
wes ; Whoſe Fuſtice the Angels themſelves cannot 
Rand before ; Whoſe Wrath once kindled, burns t0 
the Loweſt Hell, and to the utmoſt Eternity. ' O 
let the, Beſt 'men thar ever Liv'd, offer their 
Lives and Actions 'to bg Scann'd, before this 
molt Worthy, but Dreadful, Fudge Eternal: And 
then \cell me , if Fliphaz faid too: much ; -Foh 
T5. I4, 15, 16: What is Man , that he ſhould be 
+ Clean? And he that is born of a Woman, that he 
fſhoald- be Righteous? Behold -he: puts no Truſt in 
his Saints: "And the Heavens are not Clean in his 
felt. How much more Abominable and filthy is 

Man ; who drinketh 3n' Iniquity like Water 2 
Though men \may'now Cavil ict out with 
their Fellows - recall the Defences and Confi- 
dences, how willthey Yaxiſh , at the Preſence 
of their Glorious Maker , when he comes to 
Fudge the World > And when the laſt 7rumper 
ſha}l ſound ; They'll be rowz'd our of the fine 
Golden Dreams of their own Riches and Righte- 
ouſheſs ; and be Confounded even at the very 
Beſt Worth of their own 5 upon which they 
were wonr fo much to Yalue themſelves ; and 
not "backward to make David's Confeſſion ; 
_ Pfal. x19, 120. My Fleſh Trembles for Fear of 
Thee; and ] am afraid of thy Fudgment. And may 
not this ſtain the Pride of all-Glorying in any 
thing that we haye doxe, or ca» do; And _ 
P © 


Righteouſneſs of God, +133 
ble the Lofry Looks, and britig down the Haughs ©. 
tineſs of Man ; That the Lord alone will be Ex- - 
alted in that Dreadful Day; And ro him alone 
and not to any man ,. ſhall be all rhe Glory of - 
the Salyation of eyery one that is Saved! 


Almighty Fudge, how ſhall poor Moztals brook 
| Thy Dreadfdl Look, 
Able a Heart of Iron to Appall ; 
When thou ſhalt Call * 
For every man's peculiar Book ! 


What others mean to do, I know not wal, -m 
Bat I hear tel, "= 

Tha? ſome will turn thee.to ſome Leaves therein 
So word of Sin, 

That they in Merit ſhall excel. 


But I reſolve, when thou ſhalt call for Mine, 
Phat to Decline ; 
And thruſt a Teſtament into thy hand, 
Let that be Scann'd, 
Fhere thou fhalt find, my Faalts are Thine. Herb. . 


And if any ſtill think, they can ſtand well 
enough upon their own Legs; And are for £4» 
bliſhing their Own Righteouſneſs: O Chriſtians | 
Do not ye think ir a Diſparagement, to Imitate - 

. the Spouſe of Chriſt that is Revreſooned? Cant, 

8. 5. Coming up from the Wilderneſs, Leaning upon 
her Beloved. But as your Weakneſs makes youall *' 
- - to need the Prop: So will you thew your Wiſ- 

dom in making Uſe of it. And take it nor for * 
a thing © 


24 a 3 > < D - 

y to "I ” 44 EIS FRE; os: 3 
? E » CIs 9: © o* "EC UF nd + I - Mag © 1 -P V bo " LIED Ip 4 

- +% 4 T_T « . 
-þ Ws q I oa : 
»” 
__ o 
" [ . . 
|| v4 aff . ' *< *. ” 
> - 


5 bet £7, x15 av #5 44 VF | 
at is 4 bfferency,” but NL honda | 
Al [t i5is rhe pak .Gad; That y ou ſho Fe 
e on the .N, bi bs Son. Teſs Chrift 1 Joh. 
"0 Bleſs h ame, That he has giver. , 
# You his Son, £0 ; iinery And Oblig d you ro Þþ 
= that; which is your only fure Support, ys Evers ; 
© laſting Conſolation. And-let.no D7 ſputers Or Scorn-" 
E: ers abroad in the Wortd ; Nor any Uuworthineſs F 
or Failings at home' in your ſelves, ever pluck 3 
you from this Fiſtnef;. Nor Wrench you. out of ? 
his Fiducial Afrance. inthe Lord, your Righte=' 
ouſneſs and your Redeemer. But Look to the * 
_ Bleſſed Feſus; \And:Depend all. upon him: And 
for Life, only from his Death: And Truſt 
his Merits and Righreoufneſs alone, For the Pars Þ 
"is of all your Sins; For the Whole of your Ac- - * 
ceptance with God, And all char.eyer you would: . 
haye, to do you Good, both here and For eyer. 7 
And: thus Submitting to the Righteouſneſs of Goa, 
| And Repoſing your Confidence in the Son of God; 

Fg ur Expectation ſhall not perzſh : .Y ou ſhall not 
Aſbamed of your Hope : But ſhall Beheve, to to 3 
the Qujering of your NaNO, and to the Saving " A 
of. your Souls. | "2, 
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- 0p 7 tha, who ſeeſt that we put not our Truſt in any 

0. => 4 that. we do; We brſeeth "thee, to keep thy 

F Church and Houſhold continualy,; irs thy + fot Religiow/: That 
Hy they! who do Lean only upon the Hops 1,of thy | Heawenly 
Grace, nay evermore be Defender! by thy mighty Powers _ 
' Thro &J: us. Chrift eur Lord. Amen. 
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